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1. A PREFACE, containing ſerious Thoughts on 135 A „ 0 
ye the Spirit and Power of Godlineſs in the Soul; and the abſoo-ñ᷑ ᷣ 
. Neceſſity thereof to Salvation ? And alſo faithful Cautioss 
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the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, but of God. Rom, ii. 28, 29. 
1 to your ſelves, that we laſe not thoſe Things which cue have wrought; ; 
but that awe receive a ſat Reward, 2 John. 8. 55 
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fücted Man, of the Pariſh of North. Niblzey, in Ghecefter ſhire ; aud 
delivered (with certain Obſerrations and Exhortations to the 


Audience, purſuant to his Defire) at Fort- Hay, in 6. faid Pa- 1 b 
riſh, on the Evening of the 2 34 of February, 774. n 
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2 1 ought can teach us ought, AMiRtion's looks, 


Making us pry into ourſelves ſo near, 


Teach us to know ourſelves beyond all books, 


Or all the learned ſchools that ever were. 


This Miſtreſs lately pluck'd me by the ear, 
And many a golden leſſon hath me taught; 


Hath made my ſenſes quick, and reaſon clear, 


Reform'd my will, and reQQfy'd my thought. 


So do the winds and thunders cleanſe thę air 
So working ſeas ſertle and purge the wine; 

So lopp'd and pruned trees do flouriſh fair; 
So doth the fire the droſſy gold refine. 


Neither Minerva, nor the learned Muſe, 


Nor rules of art, nor precepts of the wiſe, 


Could in my brain thoſe beams of ſkill infuſe, 


As but the glance of this Dame's angry eyes. 


She within liſts my ranging mind hath brought, 
That now beyond myſelf I will not go; 
Myſelf am center of my circling thought, 
Only myſelf I ſtudy, learn, and know. 


I know my body's of ſo frail a kind, 
As force without, fevers within can kill: 
I know the heay'nly nature of my mind, 
But tis corrupted both in wit and will. 


I know my ſoul hath power to know all things, 
Yet is ſhe blind and ignorant in all: 

I know I'm one of Nature's little kings, 
Yet to the vileſt thing I am in thrall. 


I know my life's a pain, and but a ſpan 
I know my ſenſe is mock'd in every thing : 
And to conclude, I know myſelf a man, 
Which is a proud, and yet a wretched thing. 
Sir JohN Davies, 


How empty learning, and how vain is art, 


But as it guides the life, and mends the heart? 
| Dr. Youns: 
Ab hoc momento pendit AEternitas * 
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'* 7am obliged to « pious writer of tbe Taft age for many of the 
thotghts awritten upon Eternity in the following Diſcourſe. See Pearſe's 
great Concern or Preparatio 


n for Death. 
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HE manuſcript-copy of the following Funeral Diſcourſe has 
been delivered into the printer's hands long ſince ; though 


the printing of it has been retarded through divers accidents 
and avocations, with an account of which it is not worth while to 
detain the reader, A conſiderable part of it had been printed off 
before the deceaſe of the prixter “, in whoſe hands. it was firſt put; 
the reſt of it is at length finiſhed, and the whole publiſhed by the 
Author's order, from truly Chr;fian motives. It is offered to the 
PuBLic, as a ſerious and faithful zzemento for profeſſing Chriſtians 
of every ſtation and religious denomination, without reſpect of par- 
ties or perſons, to be ſolicitous to endure, and improve the evils of 
life, as ſeeing him who is inviſible ;“ and to look diligently to 
themſelves, that they do not labourin vain, nor loſe what they have 
wrought in their religious profeſſion, for want of being poſſeſſors 
(as well as profeſſors) of the ſpirit, life, and praver of the goſpel. 
The writer of this tract is convinced by the obſervations of many 
years, that the remarks and cautions *advanced therein are neither 
needleſs nor unprofitable ; and that miniſters, as well as other peo- 
ple, may, through the influence of the Holy Spirit, improve them 
to their ſpiritual advantage, both here and hereafter ; if they be re- 
ceived in the ſame ſpirit of love and /olicitude tor the ſalvation of 
ſouls, wherewith they are tendered by the Author, who leaves them 
to Go, and the ſerious conſideration of whomſoever they may con- 
gern. The occaſion of giving a place in the fo/{owing funeral diſ- 
courſe to the obſervations upon ſpiritual blindneſs, ignorance, and 
the irregular ſpirit which fe t commonly predominates both in 
learned and unlearned men, and profeſſing chriſtians of all ſorts, 
will appear to the reader in the peruſal of it: and they beſpeak his 
kind and cloſe attention, from an earneſt deſire %, and ardent zeal 
for the preſent, future, and eternal ſalvation of every child of man. 
The writer is in ſerious earneſt : he is a Baanerges, or a preacher 
of terror only to ind’, careleſs watchmen; and ſuch finners as 
are aſleep in carnal ſecurity, on the brink of everlaſting deſtruction. 
He is conſtrained to ſpeak plain, and to deal faithfully on this oc- 


* Mrs. Sarah F arley, who expreſſed her approbation of that part of 
the copy which ſhe primed off, in ſuch terms, as it does not become the 
writer to repeat, and ſaid ſhe wauld ſubſcribe for fix of the copies. 


Heb. xi. 27. 
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caſion, by a ſenſe of the infinite moment of the ſabject, and the love 


of Custis r and the ſouls of men; in order to awaken thoſe who 


are dead to God, their duty, and their own everlaſting peace! nor 
does he ſpeak to reproach, but to ſtir them up to employ their 


thoughts about their own higheſt intereſt, and to“ work out their 


own ſalvation with loving fear, -and holy trembling *,” in due re- 

liance on the co-operation of divine grace. 
Ergo fungor wice cotis, acutum 

Reddere que ferrum walet, exors ip/a ſecundi. Hos. 

Were I not truly perſuaded of the deceitfulneſs of the human 

heart in its fallen fate, I would never propheſy but /mcoth things to 

the leaders and followers of religion; but if I propheſied only /mooth 

things to all profeſling chriſtians ; or to all of any one denomina-— 

tion of religious people that I know ; I ſhould but cruelly deceive 


others, and loſe my own ſoul : nor would I preach leſs cloſe to my- 


ſelf, nor ſpare myſelf more than others, ſeeing that I muſt one day 


ſtand upon a level with the whole world, both /zzall and great, be- 


fore the judgment-feat of CHI T. Knowing therefore the ter- 


ror of the LoD 4,” and that the hour is approaching, when he 
ſhall come to make ingui/ition for blood, throughout the various ranks 


and c/afſes of mankind, whether mini/ters, elders, heads of families, 
or any other order of men, I wiſh to cry aloud to perſons of all pro- 
feſſions and relations in life, to ſtand ſtill and conſider their ways; 
and to weigh themſelves ſerzouſly and faithfully in the /cales of 
Gop's word, and their own conſcience, that they may know what 
they are, and what they are at; whither they are going, and how 
they ſtand related to Gop and Eternity! | 
The Author's plain and ſearching way of ſpeaking in this tract 
proceeds from the pious concern, which he feels a him, for 
the hardneſs of heart, the careleſs neglect of chriſtian duty, which 
are but 0 tee manifeſt in many profeſſing chriſtians, in the various 
departments of life; and which is owing to their having been 
caught ſome how in the :nares of the grand enemy of fouls, where- 
by they are witheld from yielding due attention to their ſpiritual 
ſtate, and the things which belong to their everlaſting welfare. 
Some are greatly di/atisfied with thoſe who meet for religious 
worſhip in /eparate congregations, and cannot be perſuaded that 
the Gop of heaven can be acceptably worſhipped in England, but 
in a pariſp- church or chapel; and of conſequence doubt, if not deny 
the real chriſtianity of thoſe who ſeparate from the eſtabliſhed church 
in this kingdom. I have known a vica of note (who is fince no 
more) that ſaid, «* I will ſtake my ſoul on the true church.” I 
have obſerved how apt ſome are to cry out, „ the church 1 the 
church! the church of Exgland! the eſtabliſhed church! the church 
of England as by law eſtabliſhed ! our moſt excellent church!“ &c. 
Theſe may be paralleled by ſome perſons on the other fide, who cry, 
„ the Diſſenters! the Diſſenters ! the diſſenting intereſt ! the diſ- 
ſenting intereſt !”” and talk of clever, polite, eloquent men, who 
: may 


A. 


8 Philip ii. 12, T + 2 Cor. Y. 1 1. 
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may dazzle people's eyes, and charm their ears, in order to gain 
followers, to make proſelytes, and raiſe congregations ; as if they 
thought religion did conſiſt in a multitude of hearers; or as if they 
ſuppoſed the outward proſperity of the /eparation, or that part of 
it, with which they are connected, were the one thing needful ; ? 
or as if they imagined a LARGE AUDIENCE to be all in all. 

Thoſe who love to ſpeak to a /arge audience, chiefly tor the ſake 
of being inſtrumental in ſaving more ſouls, and doing more good, 
than they might in a /all one, are now out of the queſtion 3 as on 
which ſide ſoever theſe act, they are governed by truly chriſtian 
motives 3 they having the love of Gop and ſouls ſhed abroad in 
« their hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, which is given to them *,” will 
not miſtake the ſpirit of a arg or faction for religion; they abhor 
the principles of doing evil that good may come, and of breaking 


faith with heretics ;* they leave theſe, and ſuch lite to the Romi 


church, which is ſaid to eſpouſe them, and to have acted accord- 
ingly, Nor will theſe overlook men of mean abilities, engaged in 
humble ſtations, with ſmall deſpiſed ſocieties: knowing that Gop 
does not, they will not deſpiſe the day of ſmall things :“ Sen- 
ſible alſo of the eternal conſequence of one ſoul, they will occafion- 
ally and ftatedly (if called fo to do) preach to two or three 1“ 
with pleaſure, Seca their divine maſter has promiſed his preſence 
to ſo few, and becauſe they live by faith in the izvi/ible realities of 
of eternity. Such as I now ſpeak of make a fr/ point of looking 


more to CHRIST, „without whom they can do nothing 6,“ than 


to numbers, or any outward advantages. It muſt be %, for the 
real love of ſouls is inſeparably connected with the love of Gon, 
and virtue, and a due zeal for the Redeemer's glory, which are 
worthy chriſtian motives, and quite different from a diſpoſition to 
ſhew away, to be admired and applauded by men, x 

The following inſtances of facts may ſerve to illuſtrate the dif- 
ferent diſpoſitions and motives of profeſſing chriſtians in the proſe. 
cution of religion. An excellent minifter ſaid, that he preached 
on a Sunday for an hour 1n a country pariſh-church to no more than 
two perſons, with great freedom and ſacred pleaſure; which is a 
very different experience from that of another miniſter, who ſaid he 
could not preach wv/h pleaſure to a ſmall company of people, I 
have heard a pious woman wiſh for a ſcat built ſo high ar church, 
as that ſhe might ſee nobody but the miniſter while he was officiat- 
ing, that her attention to her duty might not be diverted by out- 
ward objects. I have heard another Hcarer ſay, that he could not 
feel the word come with power to him in a ſmall congregation. If 
the perſons referred to in the /econd and ſaſt of theie anecdotes had 
at all felt any thing beſide the operations of their own nature, I ap- 
prehend their attainments in the chriſtian life muſt needs have been 
very low, and their faith, if they had any, very weak ; I had in- 
deed almoſt ſaid, it was not in their hearts, but in their eyes and 
. elbows ; not but that it is geed to well-diſpoſed perſons to ſee a 
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great congregation, decently attending on the miniftry of the goſ- 
pel, and the offices of divine worſhip: but the preſence of jesus 
AIs T, a ſtrong faith, or any meaſure of truly chriſtian experi- 
ence, or of ſuch experience as is proper to a real chriftian, is much 
better, and will do any one's foul infinitely more good, than merely 
| ſuch a fight, or the preſence of ever ſo many people. They want- 
ed to have drank more deeply into the ſpirit of Jesus's religion; 
to have been more exercifed with the difficulties and trials of the 
road to heaven, and to have had a better notion of falvation, and 
the things that nal accompany it. They would have had a 
deeper chriſtian experience, had they ſeriouſly confidered, that 
when any number of people come together zo one place for religious 
worſhip (whether great or ſmall) this alone is not 70 eat the ſpiritual 
good of the Lord's ſupper *, nor to partake of any other goſpel-ordi- 
. nance /piritually ; and that no congregation, though ever ſo aume- 
rous, can receive any real good, or ſaving benefit to their ſouls, 
without the gracious preſence and bleing of the great maſter of aſſem- 
blics ; and which he has promiſed to none, but ſuch as ſeek him 
from a feeling ſenſe of their ſpiritual wants. Thoſe Cox rok uis rs 
above-mentioned may pleaſe themſelves with the thoughts of their 
being faunch churchmen ; and thoſe who match them on the other 
fide, may count themſelves to be the only true diJenters ; but, for 
my part, I can no more deem theſe to be the beſt friends to the 4% 
fenting intereſt, than I can believe zho/e to be the beſt wiſhers to true 
religion in the eſtabliſhment ; nor can I help grieving in my heart 
for ſueb profeſſo:s on each ſide of the queſtion, and lamenting their 
Ignorance and inattention to the nature and unſpeakable importance 
ot ſerious and true religion, and the proper means of promoting it; 
and alſo their rooted prejudice and partiality, (whether from edu- 
cation, ſelf-intereſt, or connections) which I fear pervert and miſ- 
lead them, to mind the outward modes of worſhip, and the form 
or hell of religion, more than the kernel of inward, ſpiritual, and 
experimental chriſtianity, or the religion of the heart; which 1s but 
a real likeneſs to Jesus CarisT, and which alone is true religion, 
and the Big het, eſſential intereſt of every chriſtian profeſſor ; and 
the intere/t ot the intereſt of every religious denomination, whether 
Conformifts or Non-conformiſts ; without which no outward profeſſion, 
or mode of worſhip, can avail one ſtraw to any man's ſalvation, 
whether he be a church-man or zifſenter. So much true holineſs of 
heart and life, / much 7zrze religion; where there is but little of this, 
there is but little religion; without a good degree of true holineſs, there 
can be zo religion in any one, whether he be a pa or a proteſtant. 
Such zs are clever, polite, eloquent men are commonly care/ed, if 
not idolixed by the world; or ſuch kind of people as are carried 
away by ſpecious appearances, walking by ſenſe and fight, accord- 
ing to the vanity of their own hearts. I have known ſome profeſſ- 
ing chriſtians who /ought and had EVEN MEN, with a view to 
raiſe congregarions, and to ſtrengthen their intereſt; and I have 
+ obſerved their wiſdom brought to nought by him who Jars 


® Cor. Xl. 20. 


PP R> £5 FF & Co) v 


fach wiſe, as that „ no fleſh ſhall be able to glory in his pre- 
ſence“ ;“ or to ſay, ** By the ſtrength of my hand I have done it, 


* and by my wiſdom, for I am prudent 4.” The proper work of 


ſaving ſouls is to be aſcribed entirely to the Lon p; ſo that of every 
finner that is awakened, converted, and ſaved, it may be truly ſaid, 
« what hath Goo wrought f!“ It may be in the power of men to 
raiſe congregations, by means of youth, voice, action, a variety 
of voices, a flow of words, agreeable delivery, &c. but theſe are 


only outward things, and not the beſt nor moſt neceſſary qualifica- 


tions in a miniſter of Gop's word: they have no virtue in them- 
ſelves, nor will they fingly, or all together, ſave any ſoul opere ope- 
rato, When men have gathered a great number of hearers about 
them, it is not in their power to raiſe religion in them, without 
which their continuance is as uncertain as the wind, or as a build- 
ing that ſtands upon the ſand : the /aving poxwer belongeth only to 
Gop, who alone can raiſe the dead, and who will employ whom 
he pleaſes to do his own work; and“ he will ſend by whom he 
ſendeth;“ though often not by fuch perſons as men expect he 
ſhould fend. However ſome people may be pleaſed to manage it, 
true religion is not a w/d thing, but a ſober gueſt, that delights to 
* dwell with ſober men, and in fimple honeſt hearts; whereof there 
ſeems to be but a /prin#/ing, or here and there one to be met with. 


Broad is the road that leads to death, 
And thouſands walk together there : 
But wiſdom ſhews a narrower path, 
With Here and there a traveller. WATTS, 


It is granted, that there are ſome who happily unite ſerious and 
true religion with the polite gentleman, and the fine lady; and po- 
liteneſs is only genuine and truly amiable, when it is ſanctiſied by 
an union with a ſpirit of real piety, and inward chriſtianity ; it is 
then a chriſtian quality, and peculiarly gracefz/, engaging, and u/e- 
ful to the intereſts of religion :—otherwiſe, polztene/s without reli- 
gion is but the -imichry of religious qualities, or a /purious imita- 
tion of thoſe a/tra4ive virtues of our divine maſter, which are re- 
commended and enjoined in the code of his holy religion, viz, 
gentleneſs, eaſineſs of being intreated, humility, courteouſneſs, &c. 
'Thoſe who affect cleverneſs and politeneſs, that they may be ad- 
mired of men, are their own idols, however they may be regarded 
by others. * 

The main point of all is he religion of the heart, or ChRIS in 
the ſoul as the hope of glory hy.” This cannot be too much in- 
culcated ; it being the /o/e true religion, and the molt important 
concern, and the trueſt intereſt both of the eſtabliſhed church, and 
the religious ſocieties that ſeparate from it: this is ſuch a religion 
as can neither be fabliſbed nor aboliſbed by law; its ſeat being be- 
yond the limits of human power and cognizance. It may be 108 
| | | | | > oa ther 
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ther obſerved, that this /o/e true religion is but one thing; there is 
but one faith, one Lord, one. baptiſm *, that is truly chriſtian and 
ſaving; in heart-religion there is no ſuch thing as hereſy, /chi/m, or 
any diviſion ; the hearts of all fincere chriſtians, who are renewed 
in the ſpirit of their minds, are one in the faith and love of Gop. 
All profeſſing chriſtians neither underſtand nor are ſenſible of the 
truth of this obſervation ; nevertheleſs it is acknowledged, that the 
religion now in view. does happily ſubſiſt in many individuals of 
divers opinions and perſuaſions, It is with juſtice and truth as 
well as peculiar ſatisfaction, I confeſs I am exceedingly delighted by 
the ſpirit, chriſtian moderation, piety, and godly labours of many 
excellent men, both in the eſtabliſhment, and ſeveral parts of the 
ſeparation: may Gop be pleaſed to increaſe their number on every 


| fide! That I endeavour to ſerve Gop and my generation in the /at- 


ter, is well known; which I do in a ſpirit of chriſtian liberty and 
benevolence to the whole religious world; and in cordial and affec- 
tionate, though invi/ible communion with unfeigned chriſtians of 
every denomination under the cope of heaven, „in faith and love 
„ which is in CHRIST Jesus f.“ While one glories in his being 
a true churchman, and a member of the church of England ; and ano- 
ther glories in his being a %% enter, or a diſſenter of his or that 
perſuaſion ;.** Gop forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of 
% our Lord Jesus CHAIST :“ being perſuaded that what the Apoſ- 
tle ſays of circumciſion and uncircumciſion, may with equal truth be 
ſaid of the churchman and the diſſenter: in CHRIST Jesvs neither 
the churchman availeth any thing, nor the difſenter of any ſort, but 
a new creature t, or one that is a new man, which after God is 
created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs d.“ Being a church- 
man Or a diſſenter, without go/pel-regeneration and new-birth, availeth 
no more to ſalvation, than circumciſſon or uncircumcifion, 

For my own part, I freely own, that I make a merit || of nothing 
in compariſon of being a real chriſtian, embracing what I think 
right, in every church, and leaving the reſt to them that Ie; and 
ſerving my Maker in the exerciſe of a conſcience void of offence 
toward Gop and toward men. I deſire to copy what I ſee right 
and ſcriptural, in all forts of profeſſing chriſtians, and to follow 
every one of them, as far as they appear to me to follow CHRIST, 
and not one ſtep farther. Ina BIs Bor or Ax cH-BIs HO I can ſpy 
deſert; and in ſome diſſenters of every denomination, not except- 
ing the QUarErs ; of theſe I can learn to ſpend ſome time in ſi- 
lence before the Lon p,“ in ſpiritual contemplations; and ſo to 
do, not only in religious retirement at home, but alſo in religious 
feciety, as far as the intervals of the offices, or the wacancies of the 
ſervice may admit. | e 


Epb. iv. 5. +2 Tim. i. 13. f Gal. vi. 14, 15. pb. iv. 24. 
| Though I thus write in conformity with an uſual mode of ſpeaking, 
no candid reader will ſuppoſe that I think I may be a real chriſtian by 
virtue of any proper merit of my own ; or that I imagine I can properly 
merit the leaſt good, temporal or ſpiritual, at God s hands. 


I cannot 
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I cannot help wiſhing, that profeſſing chriſtians of every deno- 
mination would accuſtom themſelves, more than I fear they do, to 
ſpend time in ſpiritual and devout meditation before the Los b in 
filence ; then might they paſs a little time more profitably than 5 

erhaps they commonly do, while they wait at the place of worſhip . 
before the ſervice begins; and deaf people, who are able to attend, | 
might ſpend the time of divine ſervice at church no leſs acceptably 1 
to Gop, and profitably to themſelves, than thoſe that can hear; and £5 
more % than they might ſpend the ſame time at home in the c/»/et, | 
by reaſon of the ſpecial bleſſing ſocial worſhip is entitled to, in | 'P 
virtue of our Lord's promiſe to ſo ſmall a worſhipping aſſembly as 1 


tabo or three *. bn: 

Yet, notwithſtanding I think ſome of the people called Duakers +20] 
are devoutly practiſed in communing with Gop and their own 13 
hearts in filence; I cannot help wiſhing, that they would uſe the | 9 a 
ſacred rites of avater-bapti/m, and our Lord's ſupper, as theſe have 1 
appeared to the whole chriſtian world, in all ages, to have been we 
left in full force by the goſpel, even to the end of the world, and : * 
the coming of CyurisT, when he ſhall “ appear the ſecond time | 4 


without fin, unto the ſalvation” of his people 4, Nor can I help | 
further wiſhing that, when theſe good people meet together for di- 18 
vine worſhip, they would never part, without hearing one or ano- {i} 
ther offer up a ſolemn prayer to God ; nor generally without hear- 
ing a word of ſcriptural exhortation and addreſs given to the congre- id 
gation. This advice I would earneſtly recommend to them, becauſe oY 
„it is written, that faith cometh (and undoubtedly it alſo inereaſ- 
„ eth) by hearing, and hearing by the word of Gop t:“ and 
moreover, becauſe we are commanded to “ try the ſpirits, whether Bl 
4e they are of God $;” which command implies that there is a 4.0 
criterion or teſt, whereby we are to prove the ſpirit that actuateth | 
us. For want of doing this, our Saviour's immediate diſciples, who 97 
attended his perſon when he was upon earth, knew not, upon a <S 
certain occaſion, 4** what ſpirit they were of ||.” Now there is no . me 
means of trial for recourſe to, for this purpoſe, that is ſo ſure and 
certain as the holy ſcripture ; and this is given us for the rule of | : "of 
our faith and feelings. If we do not bring our ſpirits © to the law Ny 
and to the teſtimony ,**,'2 we ſhall be in danger of being miſled by LY 
our own fancies and imaginations ; to be loſt in the mazes of error, 51 
and to ſuppoſe that we are moved by the ſpirit of Gop, when in- 
deed we are not, but by our own erring ſpirit: it is evident what 
an wn/peakable bleſing the holy ſcripture is, and what need we at 
have to acquaint ourſelves with it, by frequently hearing and read- 7 
ing it—nor 1s this but what we are enjoined to do by our Savior 4+ 
Chrift—*« Search the ſcriptures, for in them ye are aſſured (as the 4 
„original word ++ might be rendered) ye have eternal life; and 8 
« jt is they that teſtify of me 1.“ And with what an air of com- "bk 
mendation and ſpecial approbation, does the Apoltle thus ſpeak to LY 


Timothy, 


— * — 
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Matth. xviii. 20. + Heb. ix. 28. Þ Rom. x. 17. & 1 John iv. 1. 9 
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carneſt prayer; and thus 2hzy become praſitable for the information 
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Timothy, ** and that from a child, or (as it is in the original) from 
6. ax infant or a little child *, thou hait known the holy ſeriptutes, 
« which are able te make thee wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith 
»« which is in Chriſt Jeſas?” Then he adds, . All ſcripture is 
4 $$6715vg7or, that is, inſpired of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, and for inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; 
5 that the man of Gov might be perſect, thoroughly fitted for 
* every good work +.” This paſlage is no leſs truly and properly 
applicable to the /cr/ptures of the new, than to 7ho/e of the old Tei- 


tament, which alone were extant, when Timothy was an infant, or 


a little child. If the ſcriptures of the old Teſtament were able to 
make him wiſe unto ſalvation through faith' in the Meſſiah that 
was to come; how much more are the o and ne Teſtament toge- 
ther able, in Gob's hand to make us mere abundantly wiſe unto 


ſalvation ? Holy men of Gop ſpake (and wrote both) as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt f; and they were under his extraor- 


dinary and infallible inſpiration ; and, as ordinary chriſtians have no 
grounds to expect ſuch an inſpiration, we are in all reaſon and duty 
required to prove all our ſpiritual feelings and apprehenſions by the 
unerring dictates of the SACRED WRITERS, and which, in ſhort, is 
but trying the ſpirit whereby we erring men are moved, by the un- 
erring ſpirit of Go. Thus ſpeaks an excellent learned and ſpiri- 


| tual Divine of the laſt century upon this ſubject— . The holy 


«« ſcriptures, which were infalhble dictates of the ſpirit in the 
«« apoſtles, are more perfect than any of our apprehenfions which 
come by the ſame ſpirit, which we have not in / great a mea- 
«« ſure. Therefore mult we not try the ſcriptures by our moſt pri- 


*< tual apprehenſions, but our apprebenſtons by the ſcriptures: that is, 


«© we muſt prefer the /þir:t's inſpiring the apoſtles to indite the ſcrip- 
« fure, before the ſpirit's illuminating of us to underſtand them, or 
before any pre/ent inſpirations, the former being the more perfect, 


- «© becauſe CarisT gave the apoſtles the ſpirit to deliver his ozwn 


« commands infallibly to us, and to indite a rule for following ages : 
« but he giveth us the ſpirit only to enable us to underſtand and 
« uſe that rule aright. This trying the ſpirit by the ſcriptures is 
&« not a ſetting up the /cripture above the ſpirit itſelf ; but is only a 
« trying the irit by the ſpirit, that is, trying the /pirit's operations 
« in ourſelves, and his revelations to any pretenders now, by the 


. «« ſpirit's operations in the apoſtles, and by their revelations record- 


„ ed for our uſe ; for they and the prophets, and not eve, are called 
« the foundations F of the church ||.” 

As the ſpirit of Gop inſpired thoſe who wrote the whole ſcrip- 
ture of the old and neu Teſtament, he ſill makes it the vehicle or 
means of ſpiritual illumination and communication to men; for 
which purpoſe he does in ſome good meaſure ſtill zn/pire or ſuperna- 
turally affit thoſe who read, ſtudy, and pradtiſe the ſcriptures, with 


of 


_— — 


en ptr, + 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. f 2 Per. i. 21. 
y Eph, li. 20. t Baxter Works, vol. I, 2. 7 10. 


of the ignorant; for the conviction of thoſe that are in error, whe - 
ther of the Zadgment, or of the will; for the amendment of what- 
ever is amiſs, and for training and building up the children of Gov 
in all righteouſneſs. Therefore to read the ſcriptures diligently, and 
io receive them rewerently, as they ** are in truth the word of God, 


«« and not of men“ ; to pray over them, for the holy Spirit to 


open our underſtanding by the word, that we may underſtand the + 


mind and will of Gop therein; to enable us to compare ſpiritual 
things with ſpiritual, and to walk accordingly, is but the real wiſ- 
dom and indiſpenſible duty of all profeſſing chriſtians : this is not 
toidolize, nor abuſe, but duly to uſe and reverence © the oracles of 
Gov f;“ which it is by no means ſafe for any to diſregard in any 
point of faith, feeling, or practice; for as many as depart from this 
rule do err; but“ as many as walk according to it, peace and 
« mercy ſhall be upon them t,“ as they were always wont to be 
upon the true //rae/ of God, in the faithful obſervance of his word. 
Some people ſeem to take delight in declaiming againſt ſubſcrip- 
tion to articles of religion: —one would think it is their favourite 
topic of diſcourſe. Though no man ought to be puniſhed by law 
for not ſubſcribing to articles of faith compoſed by uninſpired men; 
yet I can ſee no merit, nor modeſty, in inveighing againſt ſubſcrip- 
tion to dofrinal articles of religion, which were 8 up by iome 
of the wiſeſt and beſt men that have lived fince the Far H ERS; for 
ſuch we may not unjuſtly ſuppoſe our reformers from popery, and the 
VENERABLE ASSEMBLY of Divinss ſince at WesTMINSTER, to 
have been. Let reformation begin at Home; let it begin at zhe 
heart, and go on well there on all fades; then will the reformation 
that is wanting in religion be more fea/ible: and perhaps eafily ac- 
compliſhed. I am perſuaded by a ſpirit, which I have ſincerely 
endeavoured to prove by the /acred ſcripture, that Halcyon days await 
the chriſtian world ; when pride, and ambition, vain-glory, and 
all carnal ſelf-intereſt ſhall be given up on every fide; when the 
hearts of all profeing chriſtians ſhall be turned to one another, and 
united in the bonds of love; and when the Loa alone ſhall be 
exalted.” Then ſhall Heir differences vanith as chaff before the 
wind; the fulneſs of the nations ſhall come in, and Gop's ancient 
people the Jews (which have been long caſt out) „ ſhall fly to the 
% aſſemblies of the Chriftians as a cloud; and as the doves to their 
„ windows $.” Blefled period! When the earth ſhall be filled 
« with the eficacious knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 


„ waters cover the ſea ||.” Happy the people, whoſe lot ſhall be 


caſt upon earth in thoſe days; they may ſay, that the lines are 
« fallen vnto them in pleaſant places **.“ 
In the mean time it is every one's wiſdom and indiſpenſible duty 
(and the laws of this realm under the preſent government, God 
be thanked, allow every one liberty) to be well perſuaded in his 
own mind, concerning the * ſentiments he holds; and the 


way 


* WIE "COTS 


*®; Thef. ii. 13. + 1 Pet. iv. 11. 1 Gal. vi. 16. $ 1/a. Ix. 8, 
Ja. xi. g. comp. Habak, ii. 14. FE... 
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way in which he chooſes to ſerve the Los v his God; but it is at 
the ſame time the /rue/# intereſt and tapital duty of every one to take 
care that he does not content himſelf with any outward profeſuon of 


religion, without poſſeſſing the life and power of it in his ſoul. It 
| infinitely concerns every profz/or of every name and denomination 


of religion, to make it his firſt care to have and feel i; and that 


more and more in his own heart; and with due deference to ſcrip- 


ture and conſcience to chooſe to attend on divine worſhip in ſuch a 
mode, and upon ſuch à ffrain of preaching, as he finds to be moſt 
Bleft of Gop to him, to theſe neceſſary purpoſes. It is men; who 
are internally poſſeſſed of the kingdom of Gop, and experience 
the love and life of CuR IS in their ſouls, are the beſt friends to 
religion under every form: theſe bring moſt glory to Gov, and 
ordinarily do moſt real good to fouls, in whatever outward way 


they are engaged. Thoſe miniſters, who are ſerious and real 


chriſtians, are moſt likely to be ſucceeded of God, as inftruments 
of raiſing and promoting true religion in the hearts of men; and 
are therefore the fitteſt perſons to be employed and encouraged 'in 

their Lox y's vineyard, for awakening, converting, and /aving ſouls 
from /in and eternal miſery ; while others, who have not the root of 
the matter, the humility of Jesus, and the kingdom of divine 
grace within them (let them be ever ſo learned, gifted, and accept- 
able to the world) cannot be expe&ed to be Sleſt to do fo much good 
to ſouls, as meaner men who have got what they do want. The 
Los p has in all ages delighted to employ ſach inſtruments as are 


mean and deſpiſed by the world, or men of the fame ſpirit with the 


world, to do his work, in order to ſhew that . his thoughts are not 
% men's thoughts, and that his ways are not their ways“ ;“ to 
confound the pride of human wiſdom, or, as it is written, to“ de- 
1% ſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and to aboliſh the ſagacity of the 
«© prudent , and to «© manifeſt that the excellency of the power 
«© 1s of Gop f.“ 4 | 

How much better would it be for all profeſſing chriſtians to be 
more attentive to the intereſt of ſpiritual chriſtianity in themſelves 
and others, and to be leſs intent upon controverſy about modes of 
worſhip, and ſuch opinions as are not eſſential to ſalvation ? I ap- 
prehend that this obſervation does not interfere with the charge 
given by the apoſtle Jude d. that we ſhould earneſtly contend for 
the faith which was once delivered unto the ſaints.” By the 
« faith once delivered unto the ſaints,” we are undoubtedly to un- 
derſtand the fundamental truths of chriſtianity ; for which we ate 
to contend no leſs humbly, meelly, and lovingly, than earnetly ; other- 
wiſe our contention will hurt our cauſe, if not deſtroy our ſouls. 
Indifference or lukewarmneſs on one hand, and bitterneſs, wrath, 
and every temper contrary to cordial benevolence to all mankind, 
on the other, are criminal extremes to be carefully avoided with 
reſpect to the fundamentals of the goſpel. I cannot help conſider- 


CD ON, 
Ja. lv. 8. + So the original words may be rendered. 1 Cor. i. 19. 
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Ing the following, as great and glorious things of Gop, revealed 
In his written word—viz. the doctrine of the ©:arIfwreo, or of 
% sus CarisT as GOD-MAN and Mediator between the Father 
% of heaven and earth, and us ſinners of mankind—the divine per- 
« ſonality of the Holy Spirit; and the abſolute neceſſity of his 
% grace and influences, to our regeneration, converſion and ſalva- 
% tion: the atoning real ſacrifice of Chriſt s blood, or of his death 
% and ſufferings, as wicarious, or in the place and ſtead of every 
% ſoul that ſhall be ſaved—a lively faith, as the way of obtaining 
, a ſaving intereſt in Onriſt, and the ſacrifice of himſelf *,”— 
ee the whole proceſs of our redemption, as revealed in ſacred writ, 
4 to have been undertaken and performed by him, purſuant to the 
eternal counci]s of heaven.“ | 
I cannot think it good for any man to reject. and much leſs to 
laugh at any of 14 articles, or to call them old women's v - 
fies: if ever I have ſeen any that did fo, they were ſuch as affected 
to be thought /en/ible, ingenious, and clever men; and talked as if 
they imagined themſelves to be great philo/ephers, and to have more 
good ſenſe in their little fingers, than the good old Puritans, Reform- 
ert, and the Fathers, had in their whole bodies. I bleſs Goo that 
I have not fallen into the hands of ſuch Jen/ib/e and clever men; if 
I had, and been carried away with their diſſimulation, I am per- 
ſuaded it would have done my /oul no good. 
I 'am never afraid of any man g faith, who appears to be a truly 
humble, upright perſon, or to know himſelf as a finner again/ 
Heaven and before God. But here I ſhall be aſked, Who knows not 
that he is a ſinner? I do not know who will verbally deny it: but 
by knowing one's-ſeif to be a ſinner, I mean more than a parrot + 
like confeſiion even ſo to know as to apprehend the inflexible ho- 
lineſs of God's broken law; to feel the evil of fin and inbred cor- 
raption ; and to tremble at the word and government of Gor, and 
one's own utter helpleſſneſs to ſave himſelf f. Such a ſinner as 
this will think he can never entertain too high thoughts of Jesvs 
CarisT, nor love him enough t; and he will no leſs willingly and 
| | b 2 | - gladly 


* 


Eb. is. 26. + Va. xvi. 2. Hef xiii. . 
t Aud St. Chry ſoſtom [who wwas an early and learned Father of the 
church aſſigns this as one reaſon why the eternal Son of God became in- 


it 6 ith A. — * 


carnate for our redemption. Thus, or to this effect he ſpeaks *; ««* If 


it had been poſſible for a creature to undertake au effett our redemption, 
men would never have thought they could have had efteem enough for 
him, or have made due expreſſions of their gratitude to him, unleſs they 
had deified him, and committed idolatry in worſhipping him, and pay- 
ing him all divine honours ; to prevent which in Moſes, who was but 
à temporal deliwerer, his fepulchre wwas concealed from the Iſraelites. Sa 
dear is the memory of great and generous benefattors wont to be, that 
men are apt to think they can never be ſufficiently grateful to them, un- 
F. &/s 


* Chryſoſt, Aoy. 1s Tom. vii, | 
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- gladly fly to him for all ſalvation, than the man per, under the 
* of Moſes, ran to one of the cities of refuge, for deliverance. 
and ſafety from the avenger of blood which purſued him. 
Whatever diſagreement may be among profeſſing chriſtians con - 
cerning the fundamentals of chriſtianity, it is certain, that no man, 
who has the image of CHAISs Tr 1mprefſed upon his ſoul in ſpiritual 
knowledge, humility, and true holineſs, will eſpouſe any error that 
will be neceſſarily deſtructive of the health and ſalvation of his ſoul, 
either in judgment or practice. Our Saviour ſays, If any man will 
do the will of him that ſent me, he ſhall know of the doctrine 
«« whether it be of Gop .“ He that doth the will of God in our 
Lord's ſenſe, is one that gives up his own will, and his oxun wi/dem, 
without reſerve, to the will and wiſdom of Gov, There is indeed 
an infinite deal comprehended in this; as an entire reſignation of 
our own will and underſtanding to God, z: all; it ſtands in in- 
| ſeparable connexion with eternal ſalvation. | 
It muſt be acknowledged, that there is a great deal of difference 
in religious opinions, in regard to their conſequence, tendency, 
and influence upon men's hearts and conduct; there are ſome opi- 
nions of ſuch bad tendency, that they would univerſally have the 
efficacy of principle, and effectually corrupt the heart and life, if 
the grace of Gop did not in ſome inſtances interpoſe between the 
head and the heart to intercept the influence of the former, as Haren 
ſtood between the dead and the living to ſtop the progreſs of the 
_ plague, among the Iſraelites f. Nevertheleſs it is good to attend 
to the difference there is in the nature of things; and to proportion 
his zeal to the different nature and moment of religious tenets, and 
ſentiments, is every one's wiſdom and bounden duty, to the beſt 
of his knowledge, Too too many there be that ac worſe than they 
| profeſs to know and believe; while there are others, who/e hearts are 
tter than 7heir heads, and act better than their religious princi- 
ples would lead them to do, were they carried away by the gin? 
of them; ſqch, for inſtance, are ſome of the Antinomians, who 
deny that believers have any concern with the moral Law, or 
God's COMMANDMENTS, ether as a rule of life, or of judgment.—- 
Though I utterly reje& the Autinomian doctrine, I have no doubt 
of the ſalvation of ſuch of its 2/þou/ers, as are pure in heart, and 
whoſe morals are uninfluenced by their peculiar tenets ; ſuch l be- 
lieve there be, and ſuch the late Dr. Cxisr is allowed to have been 
by all parties; thoſe who wrote with the greateſt zeal againſt his 
Antinomian principles, had nothing to object to his heart nor to 
| his merals. For my own part, I confeſs, that the ſyſtem of the 


Sober 
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leſs they even adore and worſhip them ; which was one chief occaſion of 
idolatry among the heathens. Therefore the redemption of the whole 
world was a thing that could belong only to the Son'of God, to whom 
all pefſible love and reverence, worſhip, aud adoration are due, by wir- 
zue of his effential d uine nature. | | 


* Numb, gxxv. of: paſſin. + Jobs vii. 13. f Numb. xvi. 48. 
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ſober Calviniſts appears to me in the beſt light; as I deem it to 

the moſt /eriprural; and when accompanied by the operations of the 
Holy Spirit, beſt calculated to humble the ſinner, and to lay him in 
the duſt at the feet of his abu/ed and offended Creator ; to take him 


off from that ſelf-dependence which is ſo natural to fallen man, and 


which is the 4% hold he will quit; and of conſequence to conſtrain 


him to exalt his Lord and Saviour Jzsvs Cusisr, ard to aſcribe 


all the glory of his ſalvation to divine, rich, and free grace! Never- 


theleſs, I hope I may, without offence to any candid good men, 
- obſerve how gloriouſly the truly pirit al Calviniſts, holy Baxteri- 


ant, and ſober pious Arminians, may be pp to meet together 
hereafter, and cordially to embrace each other in the kingdom of 


beaven! and ſhould that bleſſed ſtate admit of any ſuch thing as 
Holy ſhame; with what joyful adoration of ſevereign add free grace, 


which buried all their faults in their Redeemer's grave, may they 
be imagined to %% even in the celeffial heights, upon the review of 


the animo/itier and diſorders which attend their di/ptes and alterca- 


tions here upon earth, about the ror-e/entials of religion; and nt 


improbably, often about meer words, or modes of expreſſion. 


I ſhall not difoblige my candid readers, if I preſent them in this 
place with an excellent paſſage, authoriſed by the great, learned, 
and venerable Dr. Owen, of the laſt age. Speaking of the - 
wine covenant, (in which the atoning ſacrifice of Cyr15T, and his 


' imputed righteouſneſs, are included as capital articles of faith and ſal- 
vation) he ſays; | | 


It is not unuſual that the ſame truth, eſpecially that which is 


of ſo great importance, as is what concerneth the Covenant, be va- 
_ Tiouſly handled by many, 1 to the meaſure of the gift of 
Chriſt, which they have received; ſo 


„whereas we know al] but in 

art, if we have, as we ought to have, a continual ſenſe of the 
imperfection of our knowledge; none ought to be offended, if they 
meet with ſome difference in conceptions and expoſitions, about 


things of leſſer moment, among thoſe who agree in the ſubſtance of 


what they do propoſe ; perfect harmony, and univerſal agreement in 
all things, is the privilege only of the ſacred writers, who were di- 
vinely inſpired. But, from the firſt day that the management of 


religion was, in the providence of Gop, entruſted with them, who 


had not an infallible guidance, there is an apparent evidence of 
ſuch differences as thoſe we ſpeak of amongſt them all; cy-n the 
beſt and wiſeſt of them. Preface to the Ark of the Covenant, 


How may thoſe good men, who now cannot abide the phraſe of 
imputed righteouſneſs (on account of the ill conſequences which they 


apprehend to ariſe from the uſe of it, to the intereſt of holineſs) be 


ſuppoſed to ſee the point in a different light when they come to, 


heaven, and to adore the iree grace that hath healed all their diſ- 
eaſes, and forgiven all their iniquities, through the ſole impuration 
of Chriſt's obedience unto death to them, for their juſtification in the 
fight of Lon, and his holy law, both in life, ard in the. geit day 


of judgment! 


I kave 


Ar PR EFA. 


I have read the controverſy, lately agitatad between the Hon. 
- Richacd Hill, Eſq; and the Rev. Mr. Fletcher “: two gentlemen 
of excellent abilities and learning, and both, alſo real friends to the 
Intereſts of ſerious and vital religion. And, though. I am no more 
than, formica ad leonem to either of them, I can but, through the aids 
of divine grace, make the beſt uſe I may, of what I approve in 
their publications, and leave the reſt. They both, appear to me to 
ree in What 1 apprehend to be 2 grand and fungamental.princi- 
p las of the goſpel (with which all the reſt of its peculiar diſcove- 
ries muſt needs be eſſentially connected) viz, 1. That man's de- 
ſtruction is of himſelf and the devil. 2. That all his help is wholly 
and ſolely found in the free grace of Gop, as it is exhib;ted and 
i/plazed in the perſon, perfect obedience, and exquiſite ſufferings 
of Jesus CHRIS ; to whom, therefore, with the Father and the 
Noly Ghoſt, the ran/omed and e part of mankind will aſcribe 
all the glory of their ſalvation, for ever and for ever . Thanks be to 
Gon, for his dritten word, which contains a  Hefed. revelation of 
theſe. and all other fundamental truths of our ſalvation! 
I often drop a tear over the diviſions, differences, and animoſi- 
ties of the proteſtant world, and heartily. adopt what is ſaid of the 
good and great Mr. Hows, of the laſt age, not long before his de- 
ceaſe, in relation to the contentions of his time about religion ; 
ſaying. I long to breathe in nobler air, and to, inhabit better re- 
gions.”—*© By this time, (ſays his biographer) when that little cha- 
rity, we had remaining among us, was juf# expiring, Mr. Hows 
began to be weary of living. He had ſeen enough of the world, to 
diſcern how unfit a place it was to continue to dwell in. He 
wanted to breathe in nobler air, and to inhabit better regions +.” 
I can alſo ſay, with the ſame excellent man, that in the mean 
time I care not a ſtraw who is uppermoſt in this world; —I am 
certain that thoſe, who ſhall be uppermoſt in the next, will be the 
eateſt men for ever. Who theſe are, is known only to him, who 
alone knoweth the hearts of the children of men, with an anerring 
knowledge: yet have Ino doubt, that thoſe perſons bid faireſt for 
ſhining with the brighteſt luſtre hereafter, who are moſt holy, moſt 
ſelf-denyivg, for Car1sT's ſake, and moſt g u here in doing or 
ſuffering the will of God ; quietly. waiting for their ſupreme Lord's 
coming. Quiet waiting (ſays a late excellent Divine) is a great 
mark of a ſtrong faith, and an humbled heart f; which undoubt- 
edly ſhall be rewarded in heaven with a ſuperior degree of glory. 
- It is hightime for profeſſors of every religious denomination, to 
. recolle& themſelves, and the final exbertation q of the Apoſtle John to 
| T1 by his 
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Vicar of Madeley, in Shropſh ire. 
1 Howe's Life prefixed to his works, p. 73. | 
1 The late Rev. Mr. Walker, curate of Truro, in Cornwall Vi. 
ſermons, vol. I. p. 222. 5 | 
$ * When age and weakneſs grew upon him at Epheſus, that he 
was no longer able lo preach to them, he uſed at every public * 
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Ms pecple, c. 5. e. little children, love one another; and to take 
care that we do not grieve the holy ſpirit of Goo, by envying or 
injuring one another, or by indulgin any temper contrary to that 
which is inculcated upon us by the loving and Beloved diſciple *. 
It is high time for us all to © coale/ce together in cordial chriſtian 
« Jove and affection; to ceaſe ſelf-ſeeking ; to conſult each other's 
good ; to look not every man on his own things ; but every man' 
«alſo on the things of others “; and to leave off contending for 
the modes of religion, and fuch opinions as are unimportant, and 
may be entertained without 2etriment to the ſoul, and without ha- 
zard of its falvation. It is high time to be unanimous in making a 
chief point of being ſolicitous to ſecure . the one thing needful“; 
to have the kingdom of heaven opened in our ſouls ; to experience 
the power and grace of Char in our hearts, and to advance daily 
therein, in'the diligent uſe of prayer, and all the means of grace: 
& to ſet the crown upon the head of free grace, and to let free will 
11 ſhift for hetſelf”, as another learned divine of the laſt century 
ameauhere recommends f: and let us pray for one another as well as 
for ourſelves: and heartily bid one another Gop ſpeed”, in the 
high way of faith and holineſs, which under Jesus CHRIST, is the 
direct road to our heavenly- Father's everlaſting Kingdom; where 
all good men (however they may differ in opinions and modes of 
worſhip here) ſhall be of one mind and one judgment, one heart 
and one way ; and where they ſhall all moſt cordially and harmo- 
niouſly join, in finging © the ſong of Moſes, the ſervant of Gov, 
and the ſong of the Lamb; ſaying, great and marvellous are thy 
works, Loa D Gop Almighty ; Juſt and true are thy ways, thou Kin 
of Saints, who ſhall not fear thee, O Lok p, and glorify thy e 
for thou only art holy: Surely all nations ſhall come and worſhip 
before thee, becauſe thy righteous judgments are made manifeſt 5. 
What poor weak imperfect creatures are even good men, yea 
the beſt of men in this preſent evil world; and how unlike them- 
ſelves, how unbecoming their divine extraction, and privileges as 
_ children of the moſt high Gop do they live here below; for want of 
more ſeriouſly conſidering and more firmly and ſtedfaſtly believing 
that they are de&/tined to an unſpeakable and eternal glory and Felicity 
in the eburch triumphant hEreafter : where they ſhall ſee Gop as be 
is, and where by the bleſſed viſion of him, they ſhall be turned into 
as great a likeneſs to him as they ſhall be capable of; in the mean 
time the weakeſt as well as the ſtrongeſt true believers, whether 


they 


ze led to the church, and ſay no more to the people than Little chil- 
dren, love one another.” And auben his auditors, Twearied qwith the 
conſtant repetition of the ſam3 thing, aſted him, why he always ſpoke 
this; he anſwered, becauſe it was the command of our Lord ; and that 
if they did nothing elſe, this alone was trough.” — Cave's Hiſtory of 
. the Lives, &c. of the Apoſties, p. 156. 2 

Fahn' xix. 26. t Philipp. ii. 4+ t Bi/bcp. Sanderſon. 

| | Kev. xv. 3, 4, | 
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they be diſtinguiſhed by the name of Churchumen or Difſenters, are 
already entered by divine faith and love into an amiable relation to 
the inhabitants of the heavenly world: but . as it is written; eye 

| hath not ſeen, nor ear heard; nor bath it entered into the heart of 
man clearly and fully to conceive the things which Gop hath pre- 
pared. for them that love him; when hereafter they ſhall come in their 
whole per/jns to mount Sion, and unto the City of the living Gop, 
the heavenly Jeruſalem ; and to an innumerable company of An- 
gels, and to the general aſſembly, and Church of the firſt born, 
which ate written in heaven, &c.*” ſuch are the. glorious hopes 
ſet before us; while we are animated by them, let us adore the grace 
that has prepared them for us, and diſcovers them to us : ſtill look- 
ing to ourſelves ** leſt any of us fail of the grace of Gop ; or leſt 
any of us negle& ſo great Salvation!“ 

Often have my thoughts run in the following train. How 
greatly is it to be lamented, that there are ſo many people in a 
chriſtian country who content themſelves without even an outward 
profeſſion of religion, never viſiting any place of worſhip (though 
they are able to go) from one end of the year to the other? it is in 
vain for ſuch as theſe to amuſe themſelves with thoughts of Salva- | 
tion, while they wilfully, /ullenly, and obftinately negle the means of 
it: for though there is too too commonly an outward form of reli- 
gion, without religion in the inward parts ; yet there can be no re- 

igion in the heart without a viſible profeſſion, and due attendance 
on the offices of divine ſervice in the houſe of God; and that is 
the houſe of Gop, and the gate of heavea4,” wherever two or three 
meet together according to his will, to call upon him in ſpirit and 
in truth,” in the name of the Loxp Jesus f. The Lorp 
« will have mercy and not ſacrifice" in regard to thoſe who are re- 
ally willing, and not able to attend on the duties of his houſe; if 
the hearts of ſuch be right with Goo, he will accept their private 
oo ons, and ſet their aw down to their account, inſtead of the 

eed 8. ; 

And as to thoſe of moſt, or all denominations who make a viſible 
profeſſion, and have a form of religion, how dreadful is it to con- 
ſider, what little attention they generally pay to inward vital reli- 
gion, which alone is properly religion! how deplorable is it to think 

that there is generally ſo little doing and no more conformity to the 
written word of God, among thoſe who attend upon it? though 
the means of grace ought to be diligently and reverently uſed ; 
nor will thoſe neglect to attend on them, who deſire to ſerve Gop, 
according ta his revealed will; nevertheleſs, how prepoſterous 
and dangerous is it to have more zeal for the means than for the 
end; or for the inſtrumental duties of chriſtianity, than for the 
reno vation of the inner man, and true holineſs of heart and life? 
Why is it that ſo few of all forts, lament the low eſtate of ſpiritual 
© chriſtianity, and ſerious religion in the religious world, and their 
own 
Hab. xii. 22, ee. + Gen. xxvili. 17. f Matth. xvill. 20. 
+ 4 3Cory vt ra: 8 
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barrenneſs and unfruitfulneſs under the goſpel diſpenſation, the 
moſt gracious advantages, and a profeſſion of godlineſs? why fo 
much fear of folk, and of ſuffering for the ſake of religion and 
conſcience ? how is it that we have ſo little faith in the promiſe 
made by our Los p to ſufferers for righteouſneſs ſake ®? ſhould 


we not be leſs ſolicitous to ſhun the croſs, and the diſpleaſure of 


men on religious accounts, if we had a ſtronger faith in Cuarsr ? 
what is the reaſon we continue minors in religion ſo long, and not 
advance into the ſtate of men in CurtsT? why no more ſelf-con- 
demning and ſelf-complaining ? why ſo little mutual communica- 
tion of ſpiritual experience and of the dealings of God with their 
ſouls, when profeſſors meet together at time and place convenient? 
is it becauſe we are afraid of the Lions, afraid to be called hypocrites, 
Fanatics, enthuſiaſtics, canters, &c. by the world, or the light and 
formal profeſſors of our age? why are ſo few heard to cry out, 
«« what ſhall I do to be ſaved, and why is it that the chriſtians of 
our time are ſo ſeldom heard to mourn for inbred fin and corrupti- 
on, and to adopt the plaintive ſtrain of St. Paul, viz. O wretched 
* man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death .““ Is it becauſe they have happily got rid of their cor- 
rupt nature ? or is it becauſe they retain it ill, without feeling it?“ 

- Gop knows how it is with profeſſing chriſtians, amidſt the diver- 
ty of our diviſions at this day; he knows beſt where to lay the 
blame of them, while each party is ready to exculpate themſelves, 


and to charge it to one another : the high pare of the church of 


England charge the diſſenters with the heinous fin of chi; theſe 
again return the compliment and retort the charge, ſaying that the 
act of uniformity is the juft and real cauſe of their non-conformity and 

aration ; and the proteſtant diſſenters commonly enforce the re- 
tortion of /chi/m upon the eſtabliſhment with the authority of the 
great Mr. Hales of Eaton (a noted divine of the eſtabliſhed church) 
who ſomewhere ſpeaks to this effect; When any church impoſes 
« unſcriptural, or unwarrantable terms of communion, and a di- 
«« yifion enſues on that account; the impo/ers are the ſchiſmatict and 
&« xot the party that ſeparate from them.” However the church of 
Rome does out-do all the high-fying proteſtants in her cenſures, 
charging the church of England, all the diſſenters, and the whole pro- 
teſtant world, with being involved in a damnable here/y and ſchiſm, 
through ſeparating from her; who {till infiſts, that ſhe is the le 


mother-church. | 
Our diviſions are ſadly abuſed by the common enemies of chriſ- 


tianity : the Jew, the Turk and the Infidel take occafion from 


thence to confirm themſclves in their infidelity, laughing at us all; 
the church of Rome it/elf, the church of England, the diſſenters, 
and all ſorts of profeſſing chriſtians. ** Nevertheleſs, the foundati- 
on of Gov ſtandeth firm 8 his truth and faithfulneſs can never be 
overthrown ; and bleſſed are they who notwithſtanding every /um- 
bling-block they meet with, hold faſt their profeſſion of the chriſtian 


e | religion, 


 * Math. v. 10, + Rom. vil. 24. & 2 Tim, ii. 19. 
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religion, in the ſpirit of Can18T, being by no means offended in 
him. There is an everlaſting foundation zo, and eternal reality 
and truth i» chriftianity ; the abuſe of it is from the corruptions of 


men, who in themſelves are fallen, loſt and miſerable creatures: 


there is in the goſpel a pearl of great price , and happy are they 


. who find it; and which they are ſure to do, aue are of a humble 


teachable ſpirit ; theſe ſhall find, and feel the tranſcendent excel - 
lency of Cunts r, and his grace in their hearts; he ſhall ſtand 
for ever, when all their errors and corruptions ſhall be done away. 
Amidſt our various diviſions it behoves us all to mind that the 
Judge of all the earth is at the door; and that he will quickly paſs 
a final, deciſive and irreverſible, eternal ſentence upon all parties, 
and every individual of each ou ; nor will he paſs a wrong ſen- 
tence upon any, for his judgment is ever according to truth; 
« he will be true though all men were liars, and it is poſſible for 
all men and all creatures to be liars; but it is impoſſible for the 
judge of quick and dead to wrong any man in his matters. It there- 
fore moſt intereſtingly concerns us all, quickly and ſeriouſly to 
examine our ſtate; as whether we are born again, and renewed in 
ſpirit of our minds by divine grace. The following cautions are 
written for our attention; let us daily keep them in the imagi- 
nation of the thoughts of our hearts.“ Look to yourſelves, that 
we loſe not thoſe things, which we have wrought, but that we re- 
ceive a full reward t ; and let us fear leſt a promiſe being left us, 
2 entering into his reſt, any of you ſhould ever ſeem to come ſhort 
of it §.“ | 
It * be feared, (and no leſs aweful it is to think) that there 
are many profeſſing chriſtians at this day in England, in the ſame 
ſpiritual ſituation, with Ephraim and Jrael of old, of whom it is 
thus written; „ ſtrangers have devoured his ſtrength, yet he know- 
eth it not; and the pride of Iſrael teſtifieth to his face; yet they 
do not return to the Lok po their God, nor ſeek him ſor all this ||. 
I am perſuaded that loſs of ſalvation muſt follow continuance in fin, 
whether it be in temper, word or deed, (which laſt ſpeaks the ſtrong- 
eſt and loudeſt language), without a renewal in the ſpirit of the 
mind, and true evangelical repentance. Such ſinners as perſiſt in 
impenitence will find no refuge in election nor in any pretended con- 
fidence in the mercy of Gop, or the atoning blood of the Lams, 
which taketh away the / of the faithful throughout the whole 
world.—lt is worſe than vain; it is extremely dangerous for any to 
flatter themſelves with thoughts of an intereſt in the eternal electing 
love of the Father of heaven and earth ; or in the real ſacrifice and 
interceſſion of his Son Jesus CHRIST our Lok p, while they conti- 
nue in criminal ignorance of him, their duty and themſelves ; or 


in the love and habitual practice of any fin ; hence I earneſtly cau- 


tion my readers, (and hearers on all occaſions) to give no indul- 
gence to any iniquity ; to beware of all the avenues of fin, and to 
| | ſhun 


'* Math. xi. 6, T Math. ite 46. I 2 John wv. & Heb . 
| | ll. H/. vii. 9, 10. 
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Nun the moſt diſtant appearance of evil and temptations 3 I exhort 
them to beware of pride, ſpiritual blindneſs, vain-glory, malice, 
envy, party-ſpirit, bigotry, and the abe kingdom of evil temper: ; 
a$ a real lover of ſouls * called them, when he lately preached in 
this neighbourhood a /earching ſermon, fraught with excellent, 
cloſe, uſeful, chriſtian documents, (delivered with unaffeRed ſeri- 
ouſneſs, and in the genuine ſpirit of chriſtianity) which I truſt will 
never be forgotten by all that heard it. If any, who vouchſafe to 
read this publication, perſiſt in the indulgence of any of theſe ma- 
ladies of our lapſed nature, they ſhall remember hereafter, that 
they have not done it without warning. 

error is not the portion of ſerious, real chriſtians, who believe 
the goſpel *«* with their hearts unto righteouſneſs.” Therefore 
though the writer preacheth 7h7s with a view to awaken the cure 
and careleſe, and to excite their attention to the things that belong 
to their peace, in 705 death, judgment and eternity; he is a Bar- 
#abas, a miniſter of conſolation and comfort to perſons of an Humble, 
reachable, contrite ſpirit ; let ſuch as theſe hearken to him, and he 
will ſhew them in CHR ISH and his everlaſting righteouſneſs, a place 


of refuge and ſafety from the juſtice of heaven, and the avenger of 


blood: and as the purchaſe of his obedience unto death, he will point 
out to them an everlaſting ſcene of charming pleaſures; not ſuch 
As are exhibited in the Turkiſh Code, or the Bible of Mabomet, but 
ſuch as are exquiſitely pure and ſpiritual, which therefore will ne- 
ver cloy nor ſatiate the poſſeffors ; and which ever ſpring freſh from 
the throne of God; or to allude to the ſacred phraſe, « a place 
of broad rivers and ſtreams,” which ſhall for ever refreſh and make 
glad every member of the city of Gop , without exception; even 
the lose as well as the higheft order that inhabit his holy Sie f. 

A ſpirit of love, juſtice, truth and holineſs, is the ſpirit of the 
chriſtian religion, nor can the goſpel be expected to flouriſh by any 
means upon the wis/ation of theſe principles: it may indeed be out- 
wardly profeſſed and followed by many people of property and guali- 
ty from other motives ; but the ſpirit and lifq of it eannot be, and 
much leſs grow and thrive in any who have hot their hearts princi- 
pled with a divine faith, and that do not pay a conſcientious, reli- 
gious regard to the dictates of univerſal benevolence, righteouſneſs 
and truth. Integrity and honeſty are the he policy in the religious as 
well as in the civil life; as bidding faireſt ro befriend the true com. 
fort and intereſt of the ſoul both in this life, and the next. To ſtrive 
to build up a form of religioa upon any principles contrary to theſe, 
is as abſurd an attempt, as to endeavour to ere& a /uper/irudture 
without a foyndation ; and which can no more reach heaven, than 
the Babel, which in the firſt ages of the world, was built by the 
children of men, on the plains of Shinar 5. Thoſe who take up with a 
profeſſion of religion, «nanimated by chriſtian faith, love and rruth 
in the inward parts are like men who build a houſe upon the ſand, 
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which will be ſure to tumble down as ſoon as the rains, the food, 
and the formy wind: of perſecution, or tribulations ; eſpecially thoſe 
of death and judgment, come to beat upon it“. It is ſomewhere 
obſerved by the truly ſpiritual writer above-mentioned +, in his 
ſermons, that * a ſpeculative, or (if I may ſo call it) a traditionary 
© knowledge of Gop, conformity to modes of worſhip, and the ex- 
© texnals of religion, may make a man ſtrangely miſtake himſelf ; 
and he wy be ready to take it for granted, that all is well, 
* though there be in truth nothing of the root of the matter in hjs 
heart; no fear of Gop, no awful reverence of his infinite ma- 
« jeſty, nor becoming humility in all the apprehenſions which he 
* hath of the Almighty ;? no ſettled principle of chriſtian love, or 
of truth or juſtice ; nor ſenſibility or tenderneſs of conſcience in 
his behaviour zo, or dealings with men. 
The view of theſe, and ſuch like obſervations in this performance 
is not to decry outward modes of worſhip, and the ordinances of the 
oſpel, but to caution, and aſſert the neceſſity and conſequence of 
guarding againſt the abuſe of them, by re/ing in them; and to re- 
mind chriſtian profeſſors Quvithal, of a truth which I fear is too ge- 
nerally ſorgotten by them; viz. that thoſe who go no farther than 
the outſide of religion, contenting themſelves with an outwardly 
moral, ſober life, and a profeſſion of godlineſs however ſpecious, 
without the real pen, and power of it in their hearts; do but 
mock their maker, and fatter and deceive their own ſelves in a con- 
cern of eternal conſequence to every ſoul that “ nameth the name 
of Cauzi1sT .“ Hence wiſe men, who would neither deceive oer, 
nor themſelves, will build their religious profeſſion upon CHRIST, 
(as St. Peter did) who is the rect of ages : and which they will do 
by a lively faith in his name and word; ſuch as will work by a care- 
ful obſervance of the fundamental rule of equity, natural juſtice, 
and moral honeſty, (z. e. doing unto others, as they would have 
others do unto them, upon a due /uppo/ition of a change of place and 
circumſtances) ſtandiug faſt in the liberty of the goſpel, which is 
but liberty to keep a conſcience void of offence toward Gov and 
toward men, and drinking into the ſpirit of it, which (as was more 
than hinted before, and cannot be too often repeated) is a ſpirit of 
faith, judgment, truth, love, humility, ſelf-denial, and univerſal 
abedience to the will of Gop. To this chriſtian faith, and its 
roper fruits, the writer, as 2 miniſter of CarisT, is bound to 
wh, his teſtimony, without ee of perſons ar parties, which re- 
Jpeas will follow no man beyond the grave 20 his comfart ; nor ſhould 
be be leſs willing to inculcate and promote the pirit and temper, 
than the dofrine of CHRIST, ſeeing the intereſt of his religion is 
no leſs concerned in a chriſtian fpirit, and chriſtian tempers, thay 
in chriſtian faith and goſpel-truth. The following was a reſolution 
of holy Luther, proceeding from his hearty zeal for the intereſt of 
# a; et PRs”, 7s | | CurisT, 
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CarnsT, and the ſucceſs of his goſpel:—“ Inveniar ſane ſuperbus, 
* avyarus, adulter, homicida, antipapa, & omnium vitiarum reus ; 
modo impu ſilentii non arguar, dum Dominus patitur *:* . #. 
he had rather be counted all that is bad, even the moſt ſcandalous 
of ſinners, than be found criminally filent in Gop's cauſe when it 
ſuffers. And it may, and often does ſuffer, as really from the bad 
ſpirit, and bad conduct, as from the bad doctrine of its profeſſors ; 
nor are the wounds which religion receives in the houſe of her pro- 
feſt friends, leſs hurtful to her, but rather more /, than the oppo- 
ſition of her open and avowed enemies. 

I hope there will be nothing found in this publication, that had 
need give juſt offence to any reader, that is more coneewned! for the 
intereſt of the kingdom of Gop in the ſouls of men, than for any 
outward object, or temporary conſideration ; orthat minds the power 
of godlineſs, in proportion to its ſuperior importance, more than 
any external forms, and makes it his chief buſineſs to take care of 
the everlaſting happineſs of one, by making his own calling and 
election ſure.” Though appearances, as far as the anthor's obſer- 
vation extends, make him fear that there are but few comparatively 
under each of the various religious denominations, that are ſo wiſe 
as to make their ſalvation their firſt care, and worſhip Gop in 
ſpirit and in truth j'* nevertheleſs he earneftly wiſhes the daily in- 
creaſe of their number, and with due deference to the will of Gov, 
that every child of man may ſee bis ſalvation to his eternal joy.— 
Great cauſe there is, I apprehend, to pray and plead humbly with 
the Almighty daily, for more of his ſpirit to profeſſing chriftians of 
all ſorts; and to entreat him to ſend down an abundant meaſure of 
his illuminating, converting, renewing, and edifying grace on the 
eſtabliſhed church, and every /-parate, religious ſociety in this 
kingdom. 

The idea I have of the generally low ſtate of ſpiritual religion and 
ſerious piety, both in the 2/ablifhment and the /eparation, gives me 
real concern, and eſpecially in regard to the latter. as I think his 
Majeſty's proteſtant ſubjects, who are engaged in it, are embarked 
in the cauſe of chriſtian liberty, which is a good cauſe, and which 
is never the worſe in itſelf, becauſe it may be abuſed by any of its 
diſtinguiſhedly profeſſing friends, who ought to know better, and 
to do more than others f. My acquaintance with the religious 
world of all denominations, has always been confined within a very 
narrow compaſs; but I think I can truly ſay, that I have knowa 
ſome miniſters and people, in the /eparation from the religious eſta- 
bliſhment of this country, who were as honeſt, worthy, conſcien- 
tious, and devout chriſtians, as any in England; nor do 1 doubt 
but this hereafter will appear to have been the real character of 
many of the diſſenting clergy and /aity of this age. Nevertheleſs [ 
cannot help thinking, that the declining ſtate of our intereſt and 
religion, in ſundry places, where there are people diſpoſed to hear 
the goſpel, is owing to the want of more of the pozver and grace of 
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Chrift in the fouls both of miniſters and people. Whether I am 
right or not in this remark, it is founded, not only in my own 
thoug hie, but in the judgment of divers ſenfible religious men, 
whom I have converſed with, and who knew the preſent ſtate of 
things, amongſt us, much better than I do; particularly a late 
non conforming miniſter, of the firſt rank for reputation and miniſte- 
rial abilities, who lived in opulent circumſtances, and in an emi- 
nent ſtation, advanced the following obfervation to me, not long 
before his deceaſe: The decay of our intereſt is owing to the want 
of religion amongſt us.” Alſo an honeſt, frank, and open gentle- 
man, of eminent fortune and ftation in life, ſpoke to the ſame pur- 
poſe, charging our cLz: GY with deficiency in /eriox: prar- 
tical religion, and exemplary piety. —— | ſhall take notice but of one 
anecdote more of this kind: When I was ſome time fiance in com- 
pany with an boreft, intelligent man (now no more in this life) of 
extenfive acquaintance with the religious world ; ſpeaking of the 
Rate of religion among us, he ſaid in theſe words, as nearly as 
can recolle& ; © It is the minifters that deſtroy our intereſt, and 
ruin religion.” As on all occaſions the prayer of the poor publi- 
can will it, ſo on this in particular, it will be readily and bear- 
tily adopted by every miniſter that is duly ſenfible of the evil of fin, 
and his own defects and deficiencies in duty; Go be merciful 
unto me a finner “.“ For my own part, I can truly ſay with the 
Apoſtle, that I have been ( :a»y — with my people, in 
weakneſs, and in fear, and 3a much trembling 4,” both for them 
and myſelf. A miniſter, who confiders what he is about, cannot 
help apprebending the weight of future accounts. Sr. Chry/offtom tells 
us, that when he read that text, viz. Heb. xiii. 17. it did zalaonesr 
Thy Jux, 1. e. it cauſed a kind of earthquale in him, and produced a 
holy fear and terror in bis foul, A little after, the ſame Father adds, 
Oavudly e rd c r wxpoilor owbargs, i. e. it it a wonder if any ruler 
in the church ſhall be ſaved. The thoughts of the poſſibility, and 
much more of the danger of having the damnation of fonls laid to 
one's charge, are exceeding /ocking to any minifter that is ſenſible 
in any good meaſure of the worth of fouls, and believes the ſcrip- 
ture- account of the proceedings of the laſt and great day, in rela- 
tion to miniſters and their people. Iam conſcious, that ] have, in 
a ſpirit of love to their fouls, and from real zeal for their ſalvation, 
admoniſbed and warned my HEaRERS to © flee from the wrath to 
come ;”* and ſhewed them the go/pel-wway of ſalvation ; fo far I have 
delivered my own ſoul. But alas! / many defects, defictencies, and 
imperfections have attended the performance of my minifterial duty, 
that I would not for the whole world appear with ay people before 
God in my own righteouſneſs. Hence, from the duſt, at the feet 
of my pivine MasTER, with heart and hands hfred up to heaven, 
I daily deprecate the blood of ſouls ; that the death of ne er a one of 
them may hereafter be charged to my account. | 
Here I cannot but obſerve, that it ought to be remembered, that 
miniſters in this life are not wayyiau , or equal to the angels in 
nature, 
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nature, though they are called angels in reſpect of office ® ; but are 
„of like paſſions with other men , and encompaſſed with cor- 
ruption, frailties, and divers temptations, as well as other people : 
they are therefore entitled to a candid, favourable treatment from 
their allo men, though they are peculiarly obliged to lead and ex- 
cel in Sling, and all gende; —and for any to be ſtrict to mark 
the failings, or to ſpeak againſt faithful. miniſters of the goſpel, to 
their prejudice or hurt, who do not appear, in the judgment of 
candour, charity, and truth, to regard any iniquity in their hearts, 
nor to live in any fin, is a dreadful fipn, and to do the work of the 
devil; and thoſe who. oppo/e, or de/þi/e fuch miniſters, have reaſon 
to believe that they deſpiſe better men than themſelves, and to ap- 
hend that they are in imminent danger of being found charge- 
able with /e/*-righreou/ng/5, /elf-flattery, and ſuch a ſpirit and temper 
of mind, as without an inward change, and true repentance, will as v.40 
effetually deſtroy their ſouls for ever, as the moſt heinous crimes would "oY 
do; and it the miniſters that are concerned with ſuch people, do 
not faithfully admoniſh them, and tell them the truth, it is to be 
feared, that they will alſo hereafter find b/cody work on their heads,” 1 
and their 4ands, if Ezekiel was a true prophet, ch. xxxiii. 8. How 43 
terrible then muſt the ſituation of thoſe zeachers be, who miſlead or 
»phold any people in ſuch ſnares of the ENEV. or in any tranſgreſ- N 
ſion againſt the holy law of God : it infinitely concerns ſuch as do 9 
fo, to lay to heart thoſe words of the ſupreme Judge ;; Whoſoe- OY 
ver, therefore, ſhall break one of the leaſt of theſe commandments, | 
and ſhall teach men fo, he ſhall be called the leaſt in the king- yy. 
dom of heaven t: and thoſe, who ds/pi/e or offend any real chriſ- Ng 
tians, whether minifers or others, had need ſeriouſly weigh what 4 
our Lord Chrift ſays in another place 6: But whoſo ſhall offend: 
© one of theſe little ones which believe in mè, it were better for 
him that a millſtone were hanged about his neck, and that he 
were drowned in the depth of the ſea.“ Yet notwithſtanding, 
the laſt anecdote contains a moſt awwoful! charge againſt thoſe whom it 
may concern, or to whom it is truly applicable; ſuch miniſters, 
be they who they will, without ſerious ſecond thoughts, deep re- 
flection, and true repentance, mult needs be not only the aweate/, 
but of all profefing chriſtians the molt miſerable, But whatever truth 
may be in the obſervation, it 1s here noticed, not as intending to 
point at any individuals, but as a CALL to ws all to look to our- 
ſelves, that through the efficacious application of the aroning blood 
of Jes us, by a lively, purifying faith, we may deliver our own 
ſouls; that we may moſt humbly and earneftly pray, and daily en- 
deavour, that the blood of ne'er a foul may reſt upon our heads; 
and that we may be always ready to give account of ourſelves to our 
great Lord and Maſter auith jey ||, and not with terror, nor /orroaw 3 
from a conſciouſneſs of our integrity, and unwearied faithful per- 
ſeverance in his work, ſo long as he is pleaſed to permit and ena- 
| ble 
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dle us to ſollow it. My religious author illuſtrated his aſſertion by 


ſeveral inſtances of miſcarriage: Some (he obſerved) miſcarry in 


their ſpirit and condut—ſome fail through want of delight in their 


work, and of activity, zeal, and reſolution for the ſalvation of 
ſouls—ſome become un profitable, or at leaſt 4% w/zful to ſouls, than 
they might o/herwwi/e have been, through being © carried away with 
divers and ſtrange doctrines.“ contrary to the apofolic caution “, &c. 


It is not to be wondered, that there ſhould be ſome miſcarriages, 


in the preſent ſtate of things, among ſuch a body of people ; nor 
is it leſs ridiculous than unjuſt, to impute the faults of certain indi- 
widuals to the whole body or ſociety, to which they belong. I am 
certain, that no good man can live in any known fin ; and that, 
when ſuch a one falls, he will by the grace of Gop riſe again by 
true repentance, as David, Peter, and many other ſervants of Gop 
have done. Such is the nature of divine grace, which is called the 
feed of GOD, that a perſon that is regenerated by it cannot fin ha- 
bitually, nor live or die in any vice +. I have no doubt, but that 
pharici/m, or a meer ſpecious form of godlineſs, without the inward 
life and ſpirit of it, has done more hurt to our intereſt and religion, 
and ruined more ſouls than all the gro/s offences that have happened 
amongſt us. 

Some people care not for Gop nor men; theſe having no re- 
AHraining principle, would be intolerable peſts to ſociety, were it not 
for the owver-ruling providence of Gor, which governs all creatures 
and things; and which *« reſerveth the wicked to the day of deſtruc- 
© tion, and will bring them forth to the day of wrath f.“ Many 
there are that regard men more than Gop ; and are not ſo much 
concerned that their ſecret faults are naked and open before him, as 
ſolicitous to conceal them from the notice of men: they are ſo 
anxious about what men (ay or think of them, that they extremely 
dread to have their private ſins known to the world; nor is it in- 
deed neceſſary they ſhould be diſcovered, it they would take care to 
think upon Gop, to fear him more than men, and to beg his grace 
to forſake them, and to cheriſh godly ſorrow and contrition for 
them, by faith in the goſpel of ]Jzsus Cükisr. Thoſe who re- 
fent and for/ake their faults, ought not to be reproached in any wiſe 
tor them by their fellow-men. Satan undoubtedly is very angry 
with ſuch ſouls as eſcape out of his ſnares; and for any to animad- 
vert upon the failings of ſuch perſons to their hurt, is doing no 
ſmall pleaſure to the devil; but it concerns ſuch people as do fo, to 
conſider well what they are doing, and whom they offend by obliging 
the grand and irreconcilable enemy, of Gon and good men. Never- 
theleſs it behowes all religious people to conſider that Gop has a 
hand in all their fins and ſufferings (though never in the former as 
an author, or efficient cauſe) but in a very different way, and from 
very different motives from ſuch as adtuate the Devil and his inſtru- 
ments. For inſtance, when Te/ep/'s brethren ſold him to the Midia- 
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i, Govp-ſaw the fac, diſpoſed the circumſtances of it, pet- 
mitted it; and appointed him a /errlement in Egypt, the moſt cele- 
brated country at that time in the whole world : but God's mean- 
ing in the pormiſſion of that event was infinitely renotr from "the 
thoughts of the ſons of Jaeob, at that time: they ſold their brother 
from envy; bat the Lok b of heaven and earth in his infinite good- 
neſs and mercy; ordered that he ſhould be carried into Egypt to 
ſave a zamerous - family from ſtarving by famine; and (Which was 
an intereſting conſideration to'Joſeph and his brethren) heir own 
Family. The above re ark might be illuſtrated by a thouſand in- 
ſtances; but the moſt #[ufrions of all, is the death of CuxIST, 
who was delivered to be crucified and {air by the determinate coun- 
{el and foreknowledge of Gob +. How be it Judar, Pontius Pilate, 


and the Jetohſb rulers, meant not the /ame, as Gov did in that moſt . 


tremendous and moſt beneficial and important tranſaction. Judas's 
motive was covetou/ne/x—the Jews acted from inveterate malice, 
envy, and rnexcu/able ignorance—and Pilate delivered our Lox d to 
the will of his enemies, contrary to the convictions of his own 
mind, from cowardice, and fear of lion- lite men: but the Go 
of- heaven meant but the ſalvation of mankind from fin and 
hell in that awful /cene; while the Devil and men meant nothing 
in it, but deftrution, There is zhen no thanks due to the Devil 
and his Agents for the over-ruling providence of Gov, in convert - 
ing the ſufferings which they cauſe to good men, into bleſſings; 
and making them promotive of their eternal happineſs: but he who 
is called & the accuſer of the brethren,” will not fail to take all 


advantages, againſt thoſe who are engaged in good earneſt, under 


the banner of the captain of their ſalvation !“ How well is it 
thatGop is not like the Devil and the world; and that he is GO 
and not man 8˙“— he doth abundantly pardon y;" he forgiveth, 


as well as ““ piveth liberally and upbraideth not-“ “. Thoſe who 


in any wiſe, in word or deed, wpbraid or reproach any, on account 
of for/aken faults or failings, how good ſoever they may be in their 
own conceit, are in truth % far atleaſt, more like ſome other be- 
ing than Gop. To reproach or oppoſe any one, upon meer ſuſpici- 
on; or even upon evidence of a Halen fin, or a fault that is no 
longer his or her's by principle nor practice, is downright irreligi- 
ous : it is incompatible with the ſpirit of Jesus's religion; and a 
diate of phari/ajcal pride, and vicious ſelf-elteem, or dewili/5 ſpire, 
and envy: and whoever is of ſuch a ſpirit (be it he or ſhe) mult be 
internally changed and renewed by divine grace, become a new- 
creature, and be deeply ſorry for themſelves and their own will 
and own ſpirit, before they may be deemed real chriſtians. I do 


not diſcommend any religious party, for being willing to conceal . 


their own moral diſorders trom the notice of the world; provided 
they take care not to be wanting in their endeavours to correct them 
by the canons of the goſpel. If we ſuffer fin to remain upon a 
brother without admoniſhing him, we hate him in our you in 
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God's account; and of conſequence are guilty even of the blood: of 
is foul *: if any one appears to live in fin and to be iacorrigible, it 
would be a greater deed of charity to him to expoſe his faults to 
the cen/ures of the public, than to ſuffer him otherwwi/e to perſiſt in 
any way that leads to everlaſting deſtruction. Though no man 
can heave a lone at another, as there is no man living that ſinneth 
not“; yet is there an eſſential difference between /fnning and living 
in any fin, without repentance. I had indeed rather have my 
faults known to the whole world, than be ſuffered to live «nadmo- 
niſhed in any vice or fin ; becauſe I firmly believe, there is no- 
thing covered that ſhall not be revealed ; neither hid that ſhall not 
be known; and that whatſoever men have ſpoken in the ear in 
cloſets, ſhall be proclaimed upon the houſe-top f. It is only a 
lively faith that begets the true fear of Goo, more than men: and 
how ſafe, how pure and excellent is the genuine fear of the A 
mighty I on the contrary how enſnaring is the fear of men |, and 
reſpect of perſons and parties; from ſuch /nares and from all for 
the good LoxrD deliver all profeſſing chriſtians of every denomina- 
tion! Theſe obſervations are not advanced with a deſign to reproach 
any body nor individuals of religious people, but for a caution to 
thoſe that ſtand, and a memento to take care of them that fall; that 
the former may ſeek to Gop for grace, to take care that they do 
not fall “, but perſevere in the way everlaſting, until they be Ha- 
bliſhed and confirmed therein: and that the larter may not be deſþi/ed, 
negleAed, or caſt away ; but be pitied, admoniſbed, and prayed for; 
andthat thoſe who are ſpiritual may reſtore in the ſpirit of wiſdom 
and meekneſs ſuch as are tractable, teachable and penitent, conſider - 
ing themſelves at the ſame time, leſt they alſo be tempted. For 
any church not to do ſo, indicates inexcuſable deficiency in goſpel 
diſcipline, and chriſtian duty : nor need any man or men envy any 
religious ſociety, that does not faithfully obſerve that Apoſfolic in- 
jun&tion—*< Brethren if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are ſpiritual reſtore ſuch a one in the ſpirit of meekneſs ; conſider- 
ing thyſelf leſt thou alſo be tempted++.” The gentlemen of the ca- 
pital muſt needs be of great conſequence to the intereſt of chriſtian 
liberty and religion. Your city (ſays the good, great and learned 
Mr. Baxter) is the heart of the nation: you cannot be ſick, 
but we ſhall all feel it: if you be infected with fal/e dodtrine, the 
countries will ere long receive the contagion ; you have a very 
great influence on all the land, for good or evil 11“. 1 do not 
doubt, but that thoſe gentlemen are candid, honeſt men. 'They 
have lately exerted their Jaudable endeavours to obtain a legal re- 
peal of thoſe penal laws, to which it may be the anhapping/s of 
many of us to be ſtill amenable from principle and I am perſuaded 
that their ſpirit of piety, and zeal for the intereſts of ſerious and 
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real religion, will approve the feebleſt attempt to enforce the ne- 
ceflity, and to revive and promote the life and power of it in the 
ſouls of its profeſſors: a ſervice ' which I hope many able and wor- 


thy hands will be ſtirred up to engage in. That there are declen- 


fions in many places among the moſt conſiderable and numerous 
body of proteſtant non-conformifts in this kingdom, (of whom I would 
be wnderſtoud chiefly to ſpeak) and in ſome places where there 
have been flouriſhing ſocieties for numbers and religion, will not, 
I ſuppoſe, be denied; for which various collateral or /ec mdary cauſes 
may be aſſigned, and different original or primary reaſons may be 
given by different men, according to the light in which they. view 
religious matters and circumſtances. I think that the proceedings of 
the methodifts cannot be deemed an original or primary cauſe, if (as 
I ſuppoſe) our declenfons had begun and cnfiderably advanced prior 
to the riſe of thoſe people; and were it not ſo both in the efablifp- 
ment and the /eparation, with reſpe to certain articles of faith, and 
the /ife and power of religion, I greatly queſtion whether there would 
have been at this day any ſuch people as the wehe, in England. 
Nevertheleſs it behowes theſe likewiſe to look to themſelves ; for, 
ſhould they once loſe their fr love, their fir zeal, faith, and ſe- 
riouſne/s, or introduce diverſe and range doctrines or new lights, and 
crumble into preces and parties amongſt themſelves, or become as a 
rope of ſand, and take to oppoſe one another ; it is not improbable 
that Gov in his providence would contend with them 4% one way 
or another; he might ſtir up /ome people or other to reprowe their 
backſiidings, (as they have reproved others) to provoke them to emu- 
lation, to call them to“ remember from whence they are fallen,“ 
and to recover their firft love. | 

As to ourſelves, whatever is the matter, it concerns us to ſtand 


Mill, to conſider our ways, and to attend ſeriouſly to our ſituation 


and circumſtances, with the real grounds and reaſons of our declen- 
frons.—Qur body is ſtill confiderable—there are not wanting many 
men of weight among us, much ſuperior to this writer, in years, 
and every excellent qualification, for i»wve/:gatins the real cauſes 
of our decays; nor can I help wiſhing that ſome of them would do 
it, and call us to recolle& m hence we are fallen, to retrieve our fir/t 
love, our firſt faith, and to repent, and to do our firſt svorks* ,” If 
{as I apprehend was the caſe with many of us) we appear to have 
begun to degenerate, firſt in the ſeriouſneſs of our ſpirits, and a ſenſe 
of the corruptions of our nature, and the evil of fin; and next, of 
conſequence, in our religious ſentiments ; eſpecially concerning the 
«© myſtery of the Father and of Chriſt,” (as a late learned and excel- 
lent divine of our own ſpeaks t) let us unanimouſly agree to ft. 
pray, and ftrive to return to the points from which we have faverved, 
viz. the ſerious piety, fervent mutual chriftian love, and faith in 
the great things of divine OE ; which were (fince the apoſ- 
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| — concerns all profeſſing <hriſtians, and eſpecially ſuch 
as make a ſpecious profeſſion of godlineſs, to beware of a hi 
fomach, and being more nice than wiſe in regard to religious mat- 
Fre a phariſaical ſelfeſteem, and a contemptuous, deſpiſing, ſcorn · 
| ſpirit. —Should ſuch qualities as theſe predominate in the gro- 
feſſors of our holy religion, they would not fail to prove fatal to 
the intereſts of their ſouls, unleſs they be convinced of them in due 
time, and renewed in the ſpirit of their minds. Should any pro- 
fefling chriſtians deſpiſe their neighbours from a vain conceit that 
they are wi/er or more N and better than them, they would 
but betray too much lik to the pbariſee in the goſpel, who 
* ſtood up in the temple, and prayed thus with himſelf: Gop, I 
thank thee that I am not as other men, extortioners, unjuſt, a- 
* dulterers, or even as this publican*.” Of ſuch a ſpirit as this 
let as ſolicitouſly beware, and (again I ſay) of a /queami/o fomach 
in religion; which indicates a vicious taſte, and ſuch a /ulne/5s as 
e even the honey · comb t, and of conſequence a want of ſpi- 
ritual appetite, and of hunger and thirft after righteouſneſs. An 
aver · weening opinion of themſelves, and contempt of other people, 
and ſuch as were better than themſelves, were 4;finguiſhed proper- 
ties of the ſcribes and phariſees in our Sayiour's time upon earth. 
How often daes he charge thoſe people with hypocriſy ! Wo un- 
to you, ſcribes and phariſees, hypocrites.” We cannot be toq 
ſolicitous to avoid the qualities of thoſe people, if we would eſcape 
their doom. Religious people are moſt intereſtingly concerned to 
ſhun an #ching ſpirit, as well as itching ears. An itching Spirit is 
fach a ſpirit, as the learned Bisnop WarkBuRTON ſomewhere calls 
a filthy ſpirit; it is a ſpirit of corrupt curioſity, which wants to 
tranſgreſs the bounds of divine revelation, to comprehend ſuch 
things as are incomprehenſible to human underſtanding, and to pry 
into the impenetrable ſecrets of the Almighty (which I fear has 
been much the diſeaſe of the preſent age) forgetting what is writ- 
ten, viz, that © thoſe things which are revealed belong unto us; 
* but,the AA ANA, or ſecret things belong unto the Lox b our 
Gos 5.“ Let us alſo carefully guard againſt ſelf-conceit, a vi- 
cious ſelf-love, and ſelf-intereit, — — ſelf-depend- 
ence, ſelf-admiration, ſelf-ſufficiency, and ſelf-righteouſneſs. It 
behoves all religious perſons, eſpecially thoſe who make a ſpecial 
profeſſion of religion, to look to themſelves, that they do not in- 
dulge a ſpirit of oppofition, innovation, novelty, pride, natural or ſpi- 
ritual; contempt of other men, nor any clote of maliciouſneſs \|.— 
Watching over ourſelves with a godly jealouſy, in regard to the 
temper and gualities of our ſpirits, is a duty of unſpeakable conſe- 
quence, and will, by the grace of God, be of great ſervice to the 
zntereſts of religion, and our own ſouls. Pe as ; 
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It is the overflowing love and reſpect, which I feel in my own 
heart, to my von conforming fellrav- proteſtants, and the zeal I have 
for the intereſt of internal religion and ſerious piety among profeſſ- 
ing chriſtians in general, and among ourſelves in particular, that 
conſtrain me to advance theſe propoſitions, and to enforce them 
with the following motives : 

iſ. Our caſe is not deſperate — our diſeaſes are not incurable by 


the grace of GOD nor our decays irreparable, where there are peo- 


ple diſpoſed to hear the j /ound of the goſpel I doubt not but 
that there are great numbers of PROTESTANT NON-CONFORMISTS 
(both ainifters and other people) of divers denominations in Eng- 
land, who are ſerious real chriſtians, having in them both the root 
of the matter, and the power of godlineſs ; the Loa b of his free 
mercy and grace increaſe the number of ſuch chriſtians among out- 
ſelves, and all other religious people, by whatever name they may 
be diſtinguiſhed. Many excellent good things (till remain among 
u.; which want but to be ffrengthened, multiplied, and diffuſed. 

2d, Our earthly ſovereign KinG GrorcGe does ſtedtaſtly abide 
by the public declaration, which he made upon his acceſſion to the 
throne. - He maintains Liberty of conſcience inviolate ; which ſhould 
engage us to take care, that we do not vialate nor abuſe it ours 
ſelves. His royal and magnanimous grandfather bravely declared, 
that there ſhould be no perſecution on account of religion under the 
Engliſh government during his reign : and there was no ſuch thing 
countenanced at all by him His gracious AN SJd d does honour 
his reſolution, by following his ſteps; he does not perſecute any of 
his ſubjects, on account of their religious ſentiments ; which ſhould 


effectually teach them to take care, that they i» no w/e perſecute 


one another, | 

za. But the % and moſt forcible of all confiderations is, that the 
day of grace is continued—The lamp of life holds out to burn—during 
awhich fre wileft ſinner may return. * Now (faith the ſcripture) is 
the aceepted time, and now is the day of falvation* .' Now 
God calls! therefore for his great name's ſake, and for our own 
fake, while it is called to day, let us incline our ears to hear his 
voice, and not harden our hearts f.“ and verily this is his voice; 
return ye-back-{liding children, and I will heal your backſlid- 


ings.” Let us not fail to ſeek his grace, that we may inſtantly e- 


ply from the bottom of our hearts—** behold we come unto thee, 
for thou art the Lox D our Goo f. 

The /ubje&s and wiewws of this tract have engaged the ſerious at- 
tention of the writer for many years: he is as certain of the diſin- 
tereſted goodneſs of the latter as he is of the predominant deſires of 
his heart; and however delicate any of the former may be deemed 
to be, he is perſuaded they deſerve the mature confederation of reli- 
gious people; nor will any ſuch people as are ſolicitouſly defirons 
to know what they are at in the proſecution of religion, make light 
af them. As the grand end and chief uſe of religion is to fave us 
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from everlaſting miſery, it muſt needs be a concern of the greateſt 

moment ; infinitely greater than deliverance from any temporary 
ſafferings, and of conſequence unſpeakably more deſerving of the 
earneſt attention of its friends. The writer has not thought good 
to ** conſult with fleſh and blood” on this occaſion, leſt he ſhould 
be miſled by any irregular motives, or by party-/pirit, or reſpett of 
perſons, which profeſſing chriſtians of all ſorts are zoo zoo apt to be 
actuated by, in the preſent divided ſtate of religion; all which he 
dreads, as he apprehends them to be i#nimical to it; and therefore 
defires to ſhun them no leſs carefully than he would beware of any 
fin, or human corruption whatever. But his matter and his ends in 
propoſing it to the public, have been offered at the throne of hea- 
ven, with all the deference to the will of Gop, and with the molt 
affiduous and earneſt ſupplications, for the beſt direction that he is ca- 
pable of. Should any be pleaſed to make this remark the ſubject 
of their zeer, the conſequence of their laughter will be to them- 
ſelves, be it good cr evil; it will not hurt him who has treated the 
ſubjects of his diſcourſe with a ſerious honeſt and open freedom—TI 
have (in what I have done) aimed to © Jay the Ax unto the root of 
the trees“ I have diſcovered the ſtrong holds of the enemy: I have 
exhibited the features of human nature in its fallen ſtate, and 
fairhfully endeavoured to point out its di/eaſes, and withal directed 
to the ſole means of healing them; viz. „the blood of a no leſs 
perſon than Gop's own Son Jesus CHRIST our Lok p, applied by 
ſelf-emptying, ſoul-humbling, juſtifying and purifying faith. If 
any ſhould deny the realty of theſe difempers of our nature; I have 
nothing to ſay to them, but pray for them, that Gop would be 
pleaſed to convince them, and give them a due ſenſe and ſight of 
the anfelt wounds they carry in them in due time; as I am perſuad- 
ed it is a neceſſary ſtep towards the cure of them. If any of my 
readers, on viewing the features I have diſplayed, ſhould confeſs 
the /zkene/s and reality of them; and finding “ the ſecrets of their 
hearts made manifeſt, fall down on their faces (or on their knees) 
and worthip Gop +,” they will be in a fair way of ſeeing his ſal- 
vation; and of being able to tell thoſe that fear the Lox b, what 
he has done for their fouls. ' 

My ſole aim is to provoke every one unto the love of religion, 
«And to good works t,“ but ſhould what I have written have tne 
_ contrary effect, it will not be to be wondered at; even Car1sT's 
own miniſtry had no better ſucceſs with moſt of the generation in 
which he appeared upon earth. Should any be moved with anger 
upon this occaſion, he had better on ſome accounts deſpiſe his 
Author than be angry with him; becauſe contempt ſits eaſier upon its 
ſubject, than anger: but which of theſe tue paſ/ions would be the 
teffer evil; or whether either of them would be innocent in the 
ſight of God, are different queſtions to be conſidered by thoſe, 
whom they may concern, —The writer doubts not but many of his 
non · conforming brethren, (miniſters and others) will wiſh him no = 

| or 
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for this labour of love but however mortal fellow- worms may be 
affected, he truſts he ſhall have peace in his own breaſt, Living and 
* dying, from a conciouſneſs of the rectitude and unfeigned piety of 
his aims and ends. An honeſt cauſe has nothing to fear; nor an 
honeſt man, ſave Gop and fr. It is the wiſdom and molt intereſt- 
ing duty of all men, but eſpecially of all religious perſons and par- 
ties, to bear in mind daily, that all ſecret things ſhall one day be 
made manifeſt to the whole world; and carefully to act upon this 
. ſaying and doing nothing now in private or otherwiſe, 
ut what they ſhould be willing to have publiſhed hereafter in the 
hearing of heaven, earth and hell. I cannot help being jealous over 
the religious world, „with a godly jealouſy” ; and eſpecially over 
thoſe who ſeparate from the national forms, for the ſake of a purer 
way of worſhipping God; leſt many of them ſhould notwithſtand- 
ing miſcarry through reſting in the exzernals of religion, without the 
ſpirit and life of it. I am at times ſo paſſionately deſirous of the 
ſpiritual and eternal welfare of fouls, and eſpecially of our own 
people, that I am almoſt ready to adopt thoſe vebement expreſſions 
of Moſes “, and the Apoſtle +, on the behalf of the {/raelites : in 
my bet moments, (me thinks) I could endure any ſufferings, for 
the ſake of the profeſſing chriſtians of this nation; for whom „ it 
is my heart's deſire and prayer to God, that they may be ſaved xt”; 
and particularly that none who profeſs to ſeparate from others, for 
the ſake of more ſcriptural or edifying miniſtrations, may ever be- 
come @ /on or daughter of eternal perdition. Vet with unſpeakable 
concern, grief, and forrow of heart, have 1 ſeen the children of 
ſome of theſe fall away, and become notoriouſly irrehigious, pro- 
fligate, and hardened {/one-l[ike) in their back-flidings; caſting off 
even the outward form of religion, not going any where at all to 
attend on divine worſhip ; and caring-not what Gop or men think 
of them. The Lob awaken ſuch people, and turn their hearts 
unto himſelf; and to the duties of his houſe, and of religious retire- 
ment before they die. In the mean while 7he/e are objects of pecu- 
liar pity; as they are more de/picable and miserable than others in 
this world; and as their eternal condemnation in conſequence of 
the education and religious, advantages they have had, muſt needs 
be greatly aggravated, if they be not converted, and 1owardly re- 

newed by divine grace. A 
The writer of theſe ſheets needs not inform his readers that he 
does not hold the doctrine of /nle/s perfection; and much leſs does 
he imagine that he hath already attained to any ſuch perfection; 
but chrſtian perfection he does profeſs to believe, and follows after 
that is to ſay in his meaſure with St. Paul; „this one thing he 
endeavours to do; forgetting thoſe things which are behind, and 
reaching forth to thoſe things which are before; he preſſes towards 
the mark, for the prize of the high calling of Goo in CurirsT 
Jesvs d.“ He believes that if in the ſtrength of CHRIST, he perſe- 
. © veres 
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veres in this chriſtian courſe he ſhall grow in grace, and make ſtill 
nearer approaches to that perfection in holineſs, which is the me 
every ſincere chriſtian aims at, and the objeR of his hearty deſire ; 
which /b or later he ſhall happily attain to in the way of patri- 
ent contimuance in the lowe of GOD, and. well doing. In the mean 
time the writer rer and friver to fill up his duty faithfully, 
within his contracted ſphere, and the narrow-precin&s of his allot- 
ment in'life. Though he ſtill falls ſhort of ſtrictly perfect confor- 
mity to the ſupreme rules of obedience, he hopes, he knows in 
whom he does believe f:“ and 1s ſo conſcious of his integrity and 
good will to all mankind, that he ſhould not be backward to meet 
any chriſtian man upon equal terms, to render a reaſon of the hope 
that is in him, concerning matters pertaining to e law of his 
GOD f and religion; if he has no pretenſion to integrity and un- 
wer/al benevolence, he cannot have one worthy quality, though he 
was the fineft or clevere man upon earth, nevertheleſs he does not 
pretend to be exempt from human frailty—he has undoubtedly 
failings and imperfections. A heathen ſays, nemo fine crimine wivit, 
but ſhould not a chriſtian do more than a heathen ? undoubtedly 


he ould, and a real chriſtian does and will. Yet, to the ſhame of 


many profeſſing chriſtians, it may be ſaid, «that they come vaſtly 
ſhort of ſome heathens in moral virtue and goodneſs. A real chrif- 
tian muſt needs be in a ſtate of greater perfection (as he is under a 
more perfect diſpenſation) than a heathen ; but as there is no chriſ- 
tian can ſay that he hath not ſinned againſt the law of God 5, ſo 
there is no good man can truly ſay, that he doth not daily «fend a- 
gainſt it more or Ieh, either by not doing what it requireth, or by 


ding what it ſorbiddeth in thought, word, or outward deed; many 


meer nominal, as well as many real chriſtians may ſay, that they 
have not committed outward gro/s. offences againit the divine law, 
ſuch as the Phariſee thanked Gop, that he was not guilty of, viz. 
extortion, oppreſſion, diſhoneſty, adultery, &c. ||: but who can ſay 


that he has never committed ſuch fins as theſe in his heart and 


thoaghts ? no man can ſay /, who is ſenſible of the deceit and 
degeneracy of his own heart, and believes our Saviour's interpreta- 
tion of the precepts of the law in his diſcourſe on the mount *. 
Where is even the chriſtian that can ſay that he lives one day with- 
out being chargeable with a non-conformity to, or tranſgreſſion of the 
law of God in heart, thought, word, or outward action? We read 
of perfect love : but who can ſay that he hath attained to ſuch a 
perfection in chriſtian or divine love, as is attended with no failing 
or imperfection? Again we are commanded to love the Lon D our 


Gov, with all our heart, with all our ſoul, and with all our 


mind, and with all our ſtrength tf :'* but where is the chriſtian 
that can truly ſay, that he does thus love God in the „rid ſenſe 
of the words? or is this precep? intended to be underſtood ab/olutely ? 
| | . are 
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ate not hibands required to love their wives, chiluren their parents, 
and chriſtian one another, &c. ? and faints and angels ſhall love one 
another for ever in heaven. God is a being zufnitely amiable, and 
ts deſerving of the utmoſt love and regard of the moſt excellent of 
his creatures; nay, his perfeRtions tranſcend all the p»Fble love and 
adorations of men and angels. But, as God demands no impoſſi- 
bilities from his creatures, what is here required is, that we love 
our Mater ſapremely, and that more and more; and love every thing 
elſe, Which we ought to love, for his ſake: and they do keep this 


command truly, agreeably to the real import of it, and acceptably 


through CHaIsT, who love Gop more than ought elſe, and that 
mort and more, and love every proper object of their love purely for 
his fake, Suppoſing 742, that the true ftri& ſenſe of the fr and 
great commanidment is, that we love Gop with a /ypreme love; that 
we love him more than ought beſides; more than pleaſure, more 
than this world, and all the creatures and things that are in it, yea 
more than our own lives; and that we love whatever elſe we ought 
to love only for his ſake: Who, I aſk, can truly ſay that he does, 
in this ſenſe, practically and aually love Gop every moment, in all 
5 and on all occaſions, that occur in the courſe of his 
? | 

The perfection of a chriſtian in this world is, to hate fin, and to 
love Gop and holineſs, Habitually and practicallh, more than any 
thing elſe; and ſo to do more and more, fo long as he lives in the 
ſtrength of Caz1sT, and in reliance on his everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs, for forgiveneſs of fin, and the favor of Gop unto eternal life. 
—] daily confeſs my imperſections and failings in the chriſtian life, 
and I defire to do it with a due humbling ſenſe thereof. If one muſt 
never try to perſuade men to be ſaved, till he does live without i 
or failings, I fear that neither this evriter, nor any one elſe, mult 


ever attempt to ſave one ſoul from the hand of our adver/ary the 


devil, who goeth about in the ar, and the earth continually, in one 
form or another, ſeeking whom he may devour; ſometimes as a 
roaring lion “; ſometimes as an angel of light+ ; and ſometimes 
ab a ravening wolf in ſheep's cloathing x. 


NOW Satan'comes with dreadful roar, 
And threatens to deſtroy ; 

He worries whom he can't devour, 
With a malicious joy, 


Then he appears almoſt divine, 
Like innocence and love; 
But the old ſerpent lurks within, 
When he aſſumes the dove. Warrs. 


Nevertheleſs let no man call me a fool “ in the common ſcrip- 
ture- acceptation of the word, i. e. a wick ED MAN. —I abbr all 
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vice in every ſhape; nor do I practiſe any known fin; I love holi- 
neſs, and delight to do the wi of Gop, ſo far as I know what is 
his will. In dubious caſes let me know what is S to him, or 
what is diſpliafing, and I ſhall not befitate a moment what to do.— 
Whatever failings or imperfeQions I have, I am ſincerely diſpoſed 


to guit them as far as poſſible, and as faſt as 1 can find them out; 


nor ſhould I take it «unkind, but be obliged to any one, that would 
advertiſe me of them, and admeniſh me in the ſpirit and manner of 
a chriſtian. Candid readers, would you could bear with me, 
« and indeed excu/e me for ſpeaking, as it were fooliſhly, in this 
« confidence of boaſting *.” Indeed I ſpeak in this manner, not 
only to expre/s my own real diſpoſitions and experience, but alſo to 
« transfer to myſelf by an obwious figure” (as the apoſtle ſpeaks ) 
the humblin Anſe of their manifold deficiencies and ſhort-comings 
in duty, and of inbred fin and corruption, which all tee chriſtians 
have 4% or mere; and which all who name the name of CHRIST, 
muſt needs hawe before they can be in a ſtate of ſalvation. I here 
moreover mean to exbibit the ſpiritual ſolicitude of the faithful to 
die unto ſin, and to live unto CHRIS H and righteouſneſs ; to grow 

Fee Lord ; with the 
mutual watchful care which they ought to have for each other's 
welfare; confirming thoſe that ſtand, comforting and ſtrengthening the 
*weak and feeble, and raiſing thoſe that fall. With theſe views it 
is but the nece/ary wiſdom and duty of this writer, and every one 
who is really deſirous to be a true diſciple of CRISsT, and to ſe- 
cure the ſalvation of his own ſoul, to have and to cheriſh the diſpo- 
ſitions and ſenſations recommended in this paragraph; and on all 
proper occaſions, freely to join iſſue with a devout good man, who 
was a great king and a great prophet, ſaying, ** let the righteous 
ſmite me, and 1t ſhall be a kindneſs ; and let him reprove me, and 
it ſhall be an excellent oil, which ſhall not break my head f.“ 


This is a kind, chriſtian, and neceſſary office, whenever there is 


occaſion for it ; nor have I any notion of doing it in anger, or in 
any ſpirit that is contrary to love. A ſpirit of pride, envy, wrath, 
&c. is as oppoſite to the ſpirit of chriſtianity, as the ſpirit of the 


world, or that ſpirit, which is ſaid to be working in the chil- 


dren of diſobedience 6,“ is to the holy ſpirit of GOD. Nothin 
more different from, and irreconcileable 20, one another than theſe 
two ſpirits, which divide all mankind between them : the former 
actuateth the wwicked and ungodly, and is from beneath : the righte- 
ous are led || by the /azter in the tenour of life at leaſt. He dwells 
in them; and hence they are ſaid to be an habitation of Gop, 
through the ſpirit ** ;” which cometh from above; whence ever 
good and perfect giſt proceeds ++." 

There is no perfection under the /n this old earth is polluted : 


hence there is no reſt here 11; nor will it admit of a ſtate of pure 


unmixed 


Rom. viii. 14. ** Eph. ii. 22. ++ James i. 17. 
It Mic. ii. 10. 4 J 
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wamixed perfection. That late faithful and laborious ſervant of 
Jesus CnrisT, the Rev. Mr. GrorGs WITZ TI To, tells an 
intimate friend of his in one of his letters, that «+ he had ceaſed to 
wonder at the conduct of mankind.” When we confider how de- 
ceitful and wicked the heart of man is by nature, there is no reaſon 
to wonder at the uncertainty, unfaithfulveſs, and ficklene/5 of men and 
women. The heart is deceirful above all things, (ſays the Pro- 
phet) and deſperately wicked, and who can know it*?” None 
can fathom the deceits and corruptions of the human heart in its 
lapſed ſtate, ſave the Almighty, «<< who only knoweth the hearts of 
the children of men f.“ There is uo dependence to be put upon 
men; and (in many inſtances) no more upon fiend; than upon foes; 
for they are commonly all alike in time of diſtreſs and trouble: 
% Miſerable comforters are they all t,“ as Job teſtifies from ſore 
experience. And the greater the di/tre/5 or need is, the further off 
will even the former often be from helping; while the latter are 
ready to rejoice over one, ſaying, ** Aba, Aba, he is ſwallowed up; 
our eye hath ſeen it; ſo would we have it $.” 

There is great cauſe to ceaſe from man, not only becauſe he is 
mortal, but becauſe he is deceitful, and #ncon/tant, turning ro and 
fro like a ſtraw with the wind; whence it may be juſtly ſaid, 
«« Wherein is he to be accounted of ||?” When the royal prophet 2 
had proved many of mankind, he ſaid, “ in his haſte, that all men » 
were liars **.” But here is a tacit acknowledgment in his cool 7 
moments, that this was a y aſſertion ; and that altho' many, or 
moſt men are liars on occaſions that are intereſting to 7hem/elwes, and "300 
their predominant irregular paſſions, they are not univerſally /; | „ 
yet generally they who truſt in men, truſt in Sruiſed reeds, The 
words delivered to Hezekiah from the king of Aſſyria, are too com- 
monly applicable to truſting in men; theſe are often but like Egypt | 
to thoſe who confide in them What confidence is this wherein 19 
thou truſteſt? behold thou truſteſt upon the ſtaff of this brur/ed reed, = Mo 
even upon Epypt; on which if a man lean, it will go into his hand 74 
and pierce it; even ſo is Pharaoh, king of Egypt, unto all that truſt 9 
on him .“ Well might the holy Pſalmiſt ſay, It is better to 1 
truſt in the Lok b, than to put confidence in men; it is better to WA 
truſt in the Loa vb, than to put confidence in princes t. Some 9 
men are remarkably true, ſteady, and faithful to the principles of 9 
juſtice, benevolence, kindneſs, and truth; but the number of theſe 7% 
is comparatively very ſmall—they are rare awes in terris. 9 

There is reaſon to ceaſe to wonder at the ways of men, when we 43 
conſider that the greateſt part of them are under the dominion of 19 
their own luſts and corrupt paſſions, and led by Satan captive at d 
his will, as far as he is permitted to carry them by one auh i abůe, F 
him; and that even good men are but men, and carry in them in- ' 
- bred fin and corruption, which continually militates againſt 1 19 

* | x 1 tf 


» Ter. xxii. 9. 4 2 Chron. vi. 30. 28 1 Fob xvi. N 97 xxxy. 14 
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feed of GOD, that is in their hearts, and too often prevails againſt 


it, though not habitually nor finally. Theſe obſervations naturally 
remind me of thoſe lines of an excellent ſpiritual muſe ; 


What ſhould I wait or look for then, 
From creatures, earth and duſt ? 
They make our expectations vain, 
And diſappoint our truſt. | Warrs. 


The corruptions of ſelf- love, ſelf- will, ſelf-intereſt, and partia- 
lity, are ſo deeply rooted in our nature ſince the fall, that even 
good men are frequently miſſed thereby, to the great prejudice of 
their ſouls, and their ſore ſorrow before they die. Many zudi- 
widuals may be remarkably free, through divine grace, from theſe 
corruptions, among the ſeveral parties into which the religious 
world is divided. But which of all the parties is it that act uni- 
formly, univerſally, or (perhaps) even generally conſiſtent, either 
with themſelves, or the ſcripture ? Where is the religious party that 
does ſo, and by what name are they diſtinguiſhed ? The late excel- 
lent Dr. Waris ſomewhere ſays, that he was of the eccleic ſet 
in phile/ophy * ; and of ſuch a /e would I be in religion, embracing 
and practiſing as far as I may, what I think right excellent and /crip- 
tural, in all parties and individuals. | 

I have not long ſince had a brief printed account of the prig- 
ciples and diſcipline of the people called Qualers (concerning whom 
] have ſpoken above) put into my hands by a very ſenſible, 
worthy perſon of their ſociety, I alſo lately toos an opportu- 
nity to attend at their meeting on a week-day, and converſed 
fence with ſome of thoſe people; hence I formed a notion of 


-them, which leads me to ſuppoſe them to be ſome of the religious 


people of this age, who are moſt free from a ſpirit of oppoſition and 
envy, and from oſtentation and vain- glory in the conduct of reli- 
gion ; to which _— is more adverſe, (as there is nothing more 
really irreligious) than ſuch a ſpirit, and than all manner of afe&g- 


tion and hypocriſy. Thoſe people allow an wniver/al liberty of pro- 
pheſying.— The government grants them zoleration to think and ad 
for themſelves egually with other denominations of his Majeſty's 
proteſtant ſubjects, in the proſecution of religion; and they accept 
it. They believe that what the apoſtle ſays againſt women's ſpeak- 


ing in the church, is not an abſolute forbiddance of women to 
preach—* All the Lox »'s people may be prophets +' among them, 
and may propheſy one by one. When the meaneſt member of their 


ſociety is perſuaded, that it is the will of the Holy Spirit that he or 


ſhe ſhould deliver half a desen fentences, leſs or more, from the Log o 
to the congregation, they are at liberty to fand vp and ſpeak: and 


ſo different are the principles and ſpirit of theſe people from the 
principles and ſpirit of the world, that this liberty is allowed the 


do þY . 


| | : pooreſt 
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pooreſt and meane/? of their members, at their moſt public ſolemni- 
ties, without any apprehenſion of di/grace to their profeſſion, or 

_ prejudice to their proceedings. I could join with them in ſome of 
their religious exerciſes, with all my heart, with pleaſure and ſpi- 
ritual profit; yet notwithſtanding 1 cannot be a 2naker, becauſe 
they renounce the outward ordinances of Saptiſin and the LORD's 
Supper, which appear to me to be divine (though prfitive) inſtitu- 
tions, of perpetual obligation in the church of Cu«1sT. 

As to civil manners, what the Jenuſian bard ſays is undoubtedly 
true, viz. /t modus in rebus, there is a medium or mean in things: 
and it is an old ſaying, founded on the ſame principle, in medio 
guliſſimus ibis : alſo, ** let your moderation be known unto all men,“ 
is a caution of divine inſpiration, enforced with this awful motive 
« the Los p is at hand“. Extremes and extrayagancies are out of 
the queſtion, as being evidently vill, which ought to be carefully 
avoided by all men and women who profeſs godlineſs : otherwi/e I ſee 
no /in nor harm in conforming to the civil modes, forms, and cuſ- 
toms of the age and places, wherein we live, provided we kee 77 
within the bounds of /ebrizty and truth: to tranigreſs theſe 1s cer- Wo 
n and wnju/tifiable : hence the lyric poet above - mention- ; 
ed adds 


Sunt denique fines, | il} 
Quos ultra citraque, nequid confiſtere rectum. Hos. al 


Nevertheleſs I cannot but think, that if the people of our days 
did generally imitate many of the 2uakers in their modes of Dre/s, 
addreſs and common converſation, we ſhould approach much near- 
er than we doto the ſimplicity of manners, which diſtinguiſhed the 
patriarchal age, and the 232 periods of the world. 

Here I cannot help obſerving that the preceding obſervations, 
concerning modes, forms and cuſtoms, are in a manner applicable 
likewiſe to religious frames, But it ſhould be carefully noticed that 


the chriſtian's frame is not to be confounded with his fate—the | 8 
ſpiritual ſtate and religious frame of chriſtian profeſſors are different 9 
things and diſtinct ideas, which ought always to be conſidered and 1 


treated as ſuch—a perſon's ſpiritual ſtate is the condition of the ſoul, 
as juſtiſied or unjuſtified before GGop, and as having or zo having the 
ap 14 of his renewing and faving grace implanted in the heart, 
ſuch as faith, love, hope and the filial fear of the Almighty, The 38 
chriſtian's religious frame confifts in the ſtate or condition of the af- 


fections towards Gop ; as they are dead and languid, or lively and 19 
vigorous, in the courſe of the chriſtian life, The chriſtiag's ritual 1 
fate is permanent and abiding, but the frame is variable and various: we 
the faithful believer is ſometimes on the mount with Peer, and can 26 


truly fay it is good to be here + : they feel their faith, love to 
Gov and 5 and child-like fear of offending their heavenly 
F ather, in ſweet act and exerciſe, their experience is pure, comfortable 
and joyful; at other times the poor chrilian is down at the foot of 
| the mount, and cannot creep up ; he is bowed down . 
ie vmett eee BYE 2 e an 3 
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and fears, whatever the cauſe may be; whether it is melancholy 

blood, or carnal ſecurity; or falling into outward ſin, as was the 
caſe with the ſaid Apoſtle of our Loa D. He feels ſad deadne/s and 
languor in his affections; and labours under great hrawineg/s of ſpirit, 


and hardneſs and coldneſs of heart; in ſo much that he is ready 
to cry out, 


My heart how dreadful hard it is ? 
How heavy here it hes; 

Heavy and cold within my breaſt, | 
Juſt like a rock of Ice, Warrs. 


When this is the caſe with real believers in CHRIST and his goſ- 
pel, their frame is ſad and ſorrowful ; they go /oftly, mourning 
continually; in which fituation they are apt to confound their fate 
with their frame, and to judge of the former by the latter; which 
(as appears from theſe obſervations) they ought not todo; becauſe 
the principles of grace may be and en are in the heart, when they 
are not in exerciſe ; but remain as it were dormant under the pre- 
vailing power of melancholy, or of inbred fin and corruption, hike 
embers under cold aſhes—the religious ſtate and frame of a chriſ- 
tian are as different as the being and wel! or ill being of any thing 
elſe That man would judge very wrong, who would ſuppoſe there 
is no /ur in the firmament, when it is iatercepted from his ſight 
by a cloud; nor is a chriſtian leſs mifaten, who infers his ſpiritual 
ſtate to be bad, or that he has no grace, becauſe he 1s void of the 
ſenſations of ſacred comfort and joy; and feels nothing but d- 
neſr, dulngſi and heavineſs of ſpirit= he that has ſuch feelings as 
theſe, and laments after the Lon p under them, ſhould rather hope 


and believe that his ſtate towards God is good; and that if it was 


not /, he ſhould have been quite gory and carele/s, and feel nothing 
ſpiritually. The beſt way whereby religious perſons in heawine/z, 
may judge concerning their ſtate, is to examine the prevailing bent 
and defires of : heir hearts, the habitual choice 7 their wills, and the 
reality of their endeayours to pleaſe Gov, and to ſhun fin, and the 
very appearance of evil, to the beſt of their knowledge. Never- 
theleſs the frame of the mind is of great moment to the queil-be; 

of the ſoul; and ir is a nice and difficult point to manage aright— 
the proper regulation of the religious frame, requires the aid of 
ſpecial grace, and wiſdom from above : there is a vaſt difference 
in the natyral temperament of religious people, as well as others. 


Some are apt to be 700 high in the frame of their ſpirits and affecti- 
ons, and others % /ow; whereof the former is the moſt precarious 


and dangerous frame: a firained ſtate is an unnatural one; and can 


no more hold long than a thread that is frretched without breaking. 


I have often thought that it is one of the wiles of the Devil to wind 


up the affeQions of ſome religious people too high, and to ſet the 
ſubject (if permitted) as it were on the pinnacle of the temple, that 


he may from thence caſt them down to the detriment of their ſpiritual 
intereſt : and when any one is lifted too high in the frame of = 
es | min 
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mind in religion, it is no wonder if he ſhould receive ſore damage 
in his ſoul, ere he comes down; and down ſuch a one mult 
come; and probably fall the aver in proportion to his former ele- 
vation ; henceit behoves religious perſons to deprecate and carefully 
to guard againſt both elaticn and depreſſion of ſpirit in the proſecu- 
tion of religion, and eſpecially againſt one or the other, which they 
may be moſt ſubject 7, from natural conſtitution - Elation is more 
to be dreaded than deprefion; for though a ede frame of ſpirit 
is very uncomfortable, it is generally more /afe than an elevated 
one; as it is more adverſe to inbred fin, and more morti/ying to 
corruption than the larter; nor is a perſon /abouring under lou neſa 
of ſpirit, in ſo great danger of falling into ↄręſumptucus fins as one 
who is in a high frame: the former generally bids fairer for fand- 
ing, and upon the whole for thriving in the chriſtian life; a tree 
that grows apace upwards, had need to be well-rooted downward, 
elſe it will quickly Vall or run into decay—/ikewi/e a chriſtian in a 
low frame is in the beſt tuation for growing downward; i. e. for 
being well-grounded in ſelf-knowledge, humiliation and ſpiritual 
mortification : to grow in theſe things is effectually to grow in 
grace, and to as good purpoſes as to grow in ſacred comfort and 
religious joy; and a great happineſs it is acknowledged to be, to 
have and maintain a religiou/ly chearful, comfortable frame of affec- 
tions—this is an excellent chriſtian privilege, and a deſirable attain- 


ment, which every true believer of the goſpel would be glad- 


to poſſeſs—and the poſſeſſors of ſuch a frame, if it be the genuine 
fruit of the divine ſpirit, will be very humble and thankful under 
it, and ſolicitous to maintain it, in a way of cloſe holy walking 
with God; nor will thoſe who are enabled to live in ſuch a pleaſing 
frame either cenſure or de/þ;/e chriſtians of lower experience in 
the religious life, but draw and encourage them to advance *till 
they attain to the joys of faith and the Holy Ghoſt ** Neverthe- 
leſs to imagine that none grow in grace, but ſuch as grow in 
ſpiritual comfort and joy,“ is an error which the enemy would be 
glad to have religious people to receive, and which they ought 
therefore ſolicitouſly to beware of. Even a low frame of ſpirit or af- 
fection in the chriſtian life, has its advantages; it commonly (as 


was more than hinted before) proves a fertile ſoil to ſome graces 


which are eſſential and fundamental to the ſpiritual life in the ſoul ; 
and much ſafer at leaſt is ſuch a frame, than that of thoſe who 
carry high ſails in the profeſſion of religion, without having paſſ- 
ed through the diſcipline of humiliation--Bence it is good for all 
forts of religious people who carry high frames eſpecially to think 


often on ſuch paſſages of ſcripture as theſe, ba not high-minded 


but fear—happy is the man that feareth always : let him that moſt 


aſſuredly ſtandeth (as the original word imports) take heed left he 


fall: before deſtruction the heart is haughty, and before honour is 
humility f.“ As there is no man who is not a ſinner againſt the law 


. 
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of God, thoſe religious pedple that carry high frames had netd 
know whatit is to be humble, and how-to bear them without abuſe 
ing them; ſeeing an elevated frame is queſtionable and dangerous 
if it be not accompanied with true humility. In ſhort, as was ob- 
ſerved above on a-different occaſion,- the mean in this caſe is the , 
and beft way; it is the beſt and moſt eligible frame in the chriſ- 
tian life, to be neither tos high nor too-low 31 to be enabled ſo to 
ſteer, as to keep clear of the rocks and hel ven of elation, levity. and 
preſumption on otte hand, and of deſpondence, deſpair and unbe- 
lief on the other, is an excellent attainment and a degree of chriſ- 
tian perfection. Which we ought as proſeſſing chriſtians to keep 
continually in view, pray for, and unweariedly preſs after. Now 
in order to attain and retain ſuch a religious frame, it is indiſpen- 
fably neceſſary, that we be humble in the ſenſe of our own vileneſt, 
and firmly believe the ſufficiency of CHR ISH to ſave us; which 
(ſays a late excellent Divine) I find the two hardeſt things I have 
to/attain *.”* Nevertheleſs there is nothing of this kind impeſſible, 
nor too hard to thoſe who *©* pray without ceaſing +.” Thoſe per- 
ſons who have raptures, or tranſports of affections in their religious 
courſe, had need prove them carefully by the touch- ſtone of the 
aoritren-abord, for Satan lies in wait to © to take a thouſand: forms, 
to cheat our ſouls to death. 


f Hie ſeeds our hopes with airy dreams, 

9256 Or fills with flaviſh fear; 

And holds us ſtill in wide extremes, | 
Preſumption or deſpair. | Warrs! 


Such tranſports of affection as are truly religious, genuine, and 
divine, are ſuccecded by a abet calm and ſerenity of mind, a /enfible 
love to Gop-and mankind ; and eſpecially to the children of his 
grace, and with earneſt deſires and faithful endeavours after a 
growing conformity to Jesus Cnr1sT in temper and life. Such 
raptures of afftdion as the ſe, are perhaps rare enjoyments, and vouch- 
ſated to the holieſt chriſtians, who live neareſt 70, and walk cloſeſt 
with Gop' here below. On the other hand, h tranſports of af- 
fection in the religious life, which are ſpurious ſenſations, and but a 
mimickry of the former, are directly oppoſite to thoſe which are 
truly genuine and divine, in reſpect of their author, nature, concomi- 
tants, and effects. The author of truly ſpiritual and divine raptures 
is the Holy Spirit of Gop; but the ozher are the deluftons of Satan, 
" | | which 
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* The Rev. Mr. Samuel Walker, mentioned more than once before in 
this tract; whoſe death is a lanientable lofs to the intereſts of ſerions 
piety, and ſpiritual chriſtianity ; he avas great great Grand/on to that 
| _— learned, evangelical and truly chriſtian prelate Dr. Joſeph 

all Biſhop of Exeter. Preface to the 1/t wol. of my Author” Sermons. 
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which he produces is and by ant of the imagination or faricy j ind 
ay they are accompanied with, 10 they procecd from ſpiriiual pride, 
felf conceit, and an undue /eff-efteem; and leave behind them pertur 
bation of mind, melancholy doubts, fears, and dejections, in 154 
who ſhall be ſabe.  _ 3 en | 
Should any one be led to take notice of this performance, and 
to write ob/erwartions upon it, from the ſam̃e pious motives, and 
impartial zeal for the revival and promotion of ſerious piety, and 
mward religion, Which aut the author in writing it, he ſhall 
be glad, in hopes it may by that means be a Sig occaſion 6f 
fome good vice being done to the intereſts of pur religion, and 
immortal ſouls : and ſhould ſuch. a one convince my underſtanding, 
that I have advanced any propoſition of moment to ſalvation, that 


is either anfcriftural or untrut, I would be exceedingly obliged to 


him; and gratefully remember him as long as I live. Orhiraviſe; 


ab the views of this It are really /erious, religious, and pradti- 
cui, it will not be worth any one's while to diſplay his critical 
abilities upon it. Venit ſumma dies the day is approaching apace, 
when the whole world ſhall ſee,” what weight and truth there may 
he in the obſervations which are contained in it. Goo of his in- 
finite mercy give my/e/F and all my #ind readers grace to be daily ſo- 
licitous to prepare for a guod deliverance on that day! and the 
Way / to do, is by the daily exerciſe of faith in Cur1sT, and true 


endeavours,” by the implored aids of divine grace, to walk to all 
pleaſing of Gov, according to the rule of his word * ;” or as an 
excellent ſpiritual u us z expreſſes it, to the ſame effect: 


* Ah how ! but by repentance; by a mind 

Quick, and ſevere its own offence to find; 

© By tears, and groans, and never-ceafing care, 

And all the pious violence of pray'r ?' | 
| Da. YounG. 


The repentante, tears, groans, care, and prayer, mentioned by 
my deeply pious author in theſe lines, are to be underſtood evange- 


lieatly; he meant ſuch as ſpring out of the truly chriſtian principles 


of faith and love in CHa IST Jesus. is 

Such readers as will be ſo kind as to put a favorable conſtruction 
on the writer's heart, will readily excuſe the flaws of this publica- 
tion';—Some of them will probably be typographical, and owing to 
his diſtance from the preſs ; and it is no leſs likely, that there are 
in it ſome” inaccurate expreſſions: 


Ps N22. aut incuria fudit, 
Aut humana parum ca vit natura. Hos 
f 3 — © — —-— — — 08 The 
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* Col, i. 10. 


repentance, humble earneſt prayer, holy vigilance, and unwearied 


xlii RM IF C k. 


The length of this performance is another object of the reader's 
candour. To ſpeak or write multum in parvo ®, ſo as to be intelli- 
gible to'the bulk of mankind, is an excellent, and perhaps a rare 
ability. The writer deſires to obſerve that divine caution, which 
no man ought to forget, VIZ. 141 bTegPporey Tap > 90% Prove aA 
Seti ide To owPporir, He would by no means entertain an ver- ab en- 
ing opinion of himſelf, nor indulge any /anguine defires, nor ſanguine 
expectations. He knows he is a fallen creature, not perfectly reco- 
vered from the ruins of the ani H fall of his race; and dreads 
the applauſe more than the cenſures of mankind. He often thinks 
on thoſe awful words of ou Loxp, Wo to the world. becauſe of 
* offences; for it muſt needs be that offences come: but wo to that 
man, by whom the offence cometh f.“ Good men will be ſure 
to meet with oppoſition from the malice and exyy of the devil; be- 
cauſe he knows that, by their prayers and endeavours, they ſtrive 
to pull down his kingdom of ſelf-ignorance, pride, and wicked- 
neſs, —They muſt expect perſecution in one kind and degree or other, 
ve would live honeft and godly in CurIsT Jesus; theſe will na- 
turally be oppoſed by men, os are of the ſame ſpirit and princi- 
ples with the unregenerate world; nevertheleſs let hen not be diſ- 
couraged, but rejoice to ſee the ſcriptures fulfilled in their favour; 
while they are ſorry fer, and lament the motives of their oppoſers, 
perſecutors, and flanderers, let the faithful ſoldiers of Jeſus Chrift 
keep their eye ſteady on him as * the captain of their ſalvation z” 
let them mark well all the way he went, and put their whole truſt 
and confidence in him, believing, as well as praying, that he will 
over-rule all difficulties, trials, and oppoſitions, for the furtherance 
of their ſalvation, and finally brui/e Satan under their feet.” In 
the mean time, the humble followers of Cxr1sT will be ſolicitous 
to be preſerved from giving the devil any advantage againſt them, 
and from giving juſt offence to Jew, Gentile, or the Church of 
Gop &.“ Yet it often happens, that no offence is given, until it 
be taken. The fallen creature man is naturally blind in himſelf, 
and is t much /o even after he is reſtored to a fate of ſalvation : he 
is in his natural ſtate z/pecially extremely prone'to ſpy the moTE'in 
another's eye, while he neither /ees nor feels the Br am that is in his 
own. The truth of this obſervation is alluded zo, and confirmed 
by the higheſt authority; even by him who needed not that any 
ould teſtify of man, for he knew what was in man |.” | 

Profeſſing chriſtians are bound in duty to one another, as really as 
to GOD ; and they cannot take too great heed to their behaviour 
to one another, and all mankind, leſt they incur the wo, which our 
divine maſter has denounced againſt thoſe «© by whom the offence 
cometh.” It is evident, that backbzters are inſerted, by the direc- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt, in the 4lack catalogue of heathen ſinners ““. 
On the ſame dreadful liſt we find avhi/perers to the prejudice of 
other people. None can tell what ſtrength is given to Satan's 

Tl 7 kings 


Ji. e. to compriſe a great deal of matter in a ſmall compaſs. 
+ Mat. xvii. 7. f 2 Tim. iii, 12. {1 Cor. x. 32. || John ii. 25. 
9 Rem. i. 30. | 
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kingdom, and what hurt is done to the intereſt of Canter and re- 
ligion by wwh:/perers and backbiters, It is remarkable, that the word 
rendered tale bearer in one place, is . wwhiſperer in the original * 
The wwhifperer and the Yale-bearer are kindred characters; avhi/per- 
ing is the mode in which ae bearers + communicate their tales, wheres 
by frife is maintained, and reputations wounded ; which is the 
baſeſt and worſt manner of all ev// eating. It is an inſult upon 
ſcripture to ſpeak evil of any one 4vartonly ; and much more to do 
ſo from prejudice, malice, or envy, though the evil ſpoken be 
ever ſo true. As to the Har, the ſlanderer, and the perywrer, th are 
objects of juſt ↄdium and indionution before GOD and men. | 
But there is yet a worſe way of ſpeaking evil of others, than by 
words. An tinGenious WRITER has evidently ſhewn, that actions 
are no leſs expre/ive than words t, and that they carry in them the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt impreſing ſpeech. Words are but air, while ac- 
tions, like /izere ſcriptæ, manent; injurious actions remain till they 
be undone in the way which the goſpel preſcribes. Though a man 
ſhould not ſpeak evil of another in words, yet if he treats him un- 
Juſtly or uncharitably as an evil dber, in his conduct and actions, he is 
nevertheleſs chargeable with the moit violent kind of evi beating. 
The real chriſtian will forgive injuries, in conformity with the 
ſpirit and injunctions of chriſtianity; but he is not requited to 
confound the foe with the friend ; neither can he, in juice to him- 
ſelf, nor in charity to his treſpaſer or offender, do fo ; he cannot 
ſafely truſt one, nor ſcarcely look upon him like a chan or a 


man, who wantonly and wilfully injures him, without making 


chriſtian reſtitution, and which is that alone that is preſcribed in the 
goſpel; viz. reſtitution in value or kind if practicable: or if not, 
fincere contrite conſfeſſian, with a real expreſs defire of reconciliation 
to the injured. . Thefe are the chriſtian terms of religious common, 
between fellow: men, when they treſpaſs againſt one another. That 
ſatis faction which, in ſach caſes, thoſe of this age, who call them- 
ſelves men of bonour, demand, is as oppoſite to the precepts and ge- 
xius of chriſtianity, as dartns/s is to light, or as Chriſt is to Beiidl ; 
and no leſs irreconcileable to the diitates of right rea/or, and true 
honour," than to the eit of the Hebel. 2 

It is grievous to reflect on the hardneſs of heart, the pride, felf- 
blindneſs, ſelf intereſt, and ſelf-will, which too commonly prevail 
againſt the evidence of reaſon and ſcripture, in the prote/fant pro- 
fefſors of chriſtianity. Why elle is refirntion, which is undeniably a 
chriſtian duty, in caſes of fraud, injury, oppreflion, &c. ſo little 
practiſed? and why is ch of faults to one another, which is ſo 
expreſsly enjoined in SACRED wall, fo little regarded by pro- 


Klit! 


of E 13 Prov. xxVi. 20. n * As 
+ TaLE-BEARERS are,'ferbaps, moſt commonly ſuch as the Apaſtle 
calls «« filly women laden with /ins, and led away with diverje laſts 1, 
or various defires, (as the original words import *) and fuch men as 
ere like them. t Wollaſton's religion of nature delineated, p. 813. 
| 18 James v. 16. 
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ſeſſing chriſtians J Is it becauſe they feldam commit any 101 
for the practice of theſe things, or becauſe they are pot hu ap 
ing enuous enougk; or, ip ſhort, becauſe they bave not religion | 
in them, to conſiraip and reconcile them to a conſcientigus o 
vance of theſe duties of chriſtianity 2 FS ASE | 
The author's favourite object is /oriour, fpirituel aud prafiical re: 
ligion, which he has taken this opportunity to recommend and 
yrge to profeſſing chriſtians of all ſorts, in this performance : which 
being drawn out to a length far beyond bis firſt intentiong, is but 
very improperly called a'PxERaCt to the following diſcourſe ; it 
might more properly be called by ſome other title; but it is not 
aterial hoy it is called, if it be made ſubſervient, by the divine 
—47 to promote ſerious religion, and the of gadlingſs, in 
ſuch as give it a candid reading; in inculcating whzch, it is the 
WRITER'S way to deliver h ul, practical and ſcriptural ſentiments, 
vichout ſuch method and order, or ſuch cornexian and argumentation 
qs ſatisfy critical and curious men; neither has he been careful to 
enbellifþ his diſcourſe with the flowers of Rhetoric, and i the enticing 
word of man's wiſdom * ;** nor was it expedient for him to aim ſo 
to do (were he ever ſo able) in a work of this nature. Truly 
candid, ſenfible, chriſtiad perſons, of ſuperior abilities, will not be 
di/plea/ed with him for ſuiting his Riile to plain readers, and people 


af mean capacity. 

The Author's manner is to exhibit the ſame thing in different 
lights, and to expre/5 it in different wards on different occaſions; | 
* when he repeats the ſame thing with the ame view, and in 
che ame words, he hopes that the weight and rrath of the matten 
will be admitted ix excu/e for him: ſuch repetitions are not ta bg 
emed vain, being authori/ed/by the ſanQion of holy writ ; where 
we read that the dream was doubled to Pharaoh rwice; becaufe 
«« the thing was eſtabliſhed by Gon, and was certain to come ta 
«« paſs +;” alſo St. Paul, who was inferior to none of his brethren, 
nor perhaps to any meer-man that ever lived, in wnderflanding and 
genius, ſays to the Philippians; © to write the ſame things to you 
is not grievous to me, and it is profitable for you f.“ This 
piece is publiſhed purely with a view to do good to ſuch perſons 
as (veing free from prejudice) may be willing to read agd profit 
ſpiritually by it; and every ſeriouſly pious reader will readily join 
nue with the writer in implaring the divine benediction to ſucceed 
it, and to render it effectual to /ab/erve the proper ends, and the 
moſt ſincere, and ſole views of it; viz. the glory of Gon, the in- 

tereſt of internal religion, and the ſalvation of ſouls. 
The Author's truly loving chriſtian friends, will not wiſh him 
to. loſe by this publication ; but be ſo kind as to encourage the 
Sale of it, as much as in them lies. However he ad on this oc- 
calion by faith, believing that if he does laſe by it, he ſhall find his 
account with advantage in that loſs, hereafter. Some ef/ay. was to 
be made by him, with a view to more extenſive uſefulneſs. What- 
| | even 


— 
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ever reception this tna may meet with in the religious world; 
he has faithfully and honorahly borne his teſtimony to the conſe» 
quence and indiſpenſable neceſſity of heart-religion, and the genus. 
ine ſpirit of chriſtianity, and /o defiwered his own ſoul; it has been 
always his cnoice to be a /z/er in this life, in order to be a gainer 
in the aer, and the eternal world to come; upon this principle has 
he ated theſe forty years; and he truſts that in the ſtrength of 
unis, he thall abide by the ſame unto death; it is not now 
worth his while to feek great things in this world, indem he always 
thought that he heard a 1 r ſaying, * ſeek them not : 
and ttill he believes it to be infinitely better (on conſideration of 
eternity) to be a lofer in time, and a gainer fir ever; than to 
gain the things which are temporal, and loſe thoſe thin 
which are eternal. There are but few comparatively that attain 
to a'great deal of both; but few appear to be able to bear much 
ofthe earthly Mammon aright ; and to * uſe this world without a» 
buſing it “, and agreeably to theſe obſervations, the Apoſtle notes 
that not many wiſe after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many 
noble are called tf: bleffed be Gon that there be ſome! that 
there be any! What an excellent thing it is to believe with the 
heart in C4R15T and his goſpel : but alas ! how few appear fo to 
do! If we may judge of men's faith by their conduQ and actions, 
the principle of the generality of mankind ſeems to be, to get as 
much as they can of this evorld, and to let the next ſhift for itſelf. May 
Gop ſend down his ſpirit to convince all ſorts of profeſſing chriſ- 
tians, conformiſts and non-conformiſts, of ** ſin, righteouſneſs and 
judgment $,” in order to be ſaved: may he be pleaſed to ſend his 
oly ſpirit with his word and providences to perfuade us all nere 
enerally and effetually, that no man or men whatever can be true 
diſciples of Cnaisr, and faithfully „follow the Lawus of Gap 
Fan berppever he goeth ||,” without . and being recon- 
ciled to a daily croſs for his ſake; in obedience ta his command, 
and after his example, which „he has left us that we ſhould 
follow his ſteps ++.” 
The mottos in the Tie Page of this piece do correſpond to the 
JabjeXs and [ſeveral parts of. it—that of Maſes's prayer was fuge 
elted by the afflictive ſtate. of the perſon whoſe death occa- 
Foned the /ub/tance of the. e:/uing-diſcourſe to be delivered; and 19 
plicable both to this life and the next ; and that eminent ſervant 
of God might have an eye to 9/4 therein, but eſpecially the 
latter ; the . circumſtance led the writer to preſent his read- 
ers, with the verſes written on the inſide of the Title page, eu- 
tracted from the introduction to Sir. Fehr Dawvies's celebrated poem 
en the immortality of the foul, who was Attorney-General to Queen 
Elizabeth if they are taken in a meer: philo/ophical view, they will 
not read pleaſing to a real chiſtian; but if conſidered as founded on 
Ewangelical principles (which I ſuppoſe were the princi ples w my 
_ Author) 


* Jer. xlv. 5. T1 Cor. vii. 7. t 1 Cor. i. 26. [| Fohn xvi. 8. 
Rev. xiv. 4 ** Luke xi. 27. FT 1 Peter ii. 21. 


xlvi | B KS EXCESS 


Author) they will appear ja and beautiful.” © AMiQions are 4; fed 4 
means in the hand of divine grace of opening the ears of men to the 
inſtructions of wiſdom ; they excite the attention to the ſpiritual 
ſtates and wants of the foul 3+ they bring eternity into nearer view; 
and though for the preſent they ſeem not jeyous but grievous, ne- 
vertheleſs (being accompanied with the efficacy of Gon's gracious 
benediction) they afterward yield the peaceable fruit of righteouſ- 
neſs unto them which are exerciſed thereby *,” otherwiſe affli tion 
will do no'good,. but rather fret the mind, and harden the heart. 
Afflictions of every kind have a voice; hence it is written, “hear 
ye the rod, and who hath appointed it f.“ And the voice of 
God's rod to all that are under it, is thus expreſſed by St. Peter, 
« humble [yourſelves under the mighty hand of Gov, that he may 
exalt you in due time f. And to be obedient,” through grace; to 
this divine call, is the only way whereby the patients of Providence 
may behave aright ander, and /o penn by afflictions, as to be — 
un promoted by them. 5 

In annexing the Elegy on the death of the late pious — 2 
lent: Mr. Locus Jones, to this tra, I have but paid a reſpect due 
to his memory, as ny one 2: who an and loved him, will readily 
nne. 5 


. SWANLEY, 0 17, 1774 A LL, PETERS. 


„„ I would not be underſtood, by any think I have written 
| above, to mean that it is a matter of indifference. whether a per- 
ſon. be a cogformiſt or a non-conformiſ? to the eſtabliſhed church of 
this kingdom: it concerns every one to uſe his liberty, and chuſe 
to be one or the other, from a conſcience as well informed as poſſible 
by the ſacred ſcriptures. What I mean i, that there is reaſon to 
fear that but few comparatively act from principle and conſcience in 
this REAL COXCERN of every profeſſing chriſtian in this nation ; 
and that too many are apt to over-value themſelves upon being of 
ſuch or ſuch a religious denomination, and to reſt in an outward 
profeſſion of being churchmen or d; enters, whilſt they remain ſtran- 
ers to internal religion, which conſiſts in a xew heart and a new 
Kr; without which no man whatever can be ſaved. For my own 
part, I at as a _non-conferming miniſter from the real perſuaſion of 
my own mind (leaving others at liberty, with all my heart, to 
judge likewiſe for themſelves) informed I hope 1n ſome good mea- 
"ſure by the word of truth. This argument has been ſufficiently agi- 
tated, and exhauſted long ago by able hands on each fide of the 
queſtion. I am no lover of controverſy, wherein it is too com- 
monly the manner of axtagoni/ts to write againſt one another in a 
contemptuous ſtrain, and to fall into perſonal refections and abuſe. 
It behoves ſuch combatants to conſider what ſpirit they are of,” 


and what hurt they do FRE to the cauſe which they profeſs to 
eſpouſe. 
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e NOTES and OBSERVATIONS, written with a view to obvi- 
. ate objettions,. and explain /ome paſſages in the foregoing Preface. | 


1. T H E Conformifts in page iv. line 19, are to be underſtood of 
| thoſe ſpoken of in the 4th, 5th, and 6th lines from the bot- 
tom of page ii. who are apt to cry out, the church ! the church &C. 
JI. Some people may imagine that they may avail themſelves of 
a remark made in the three Jaſt lines of page xxi. as affording 
an advantage againſt the Author, becauſe the intereff is ſo low un- 
der his care. If any one ſhould be pleaſed to turn the tables upon 
him, and ſay ** phyſician heal thyſelf,” he will make no other uſe 
of his retortion, than to take heed to himſelf; nor is this but the 
ule, which every truly chriſtian miniſter will make of an obſerva- 
tion written in a ſpirit of unfeigned zeal for religion, and of love 
to every child of man. I feel my need of more of the power and 
grace of Cux is r in my own ſoul daily; and | truſt I ſhall ſeek it 
more and more earneſtly. | 
As to my fation, there is a great difference between it, and the 
fituations of moſt of my brethren ; it is an out-of-the-way place 
for raiſing a large congregation—here are no materials diſpoſed for 
it—there never was a large congregation in my place. Whenever 
my friends can have an opportunity to ſuit themſelves with a mi- 
niſter, whom they think” may ſerve the intereſt of their meeting 
berter than I do, I ſhall readily reſign my charge; and this has 
been the conſtant diſpoſition of my heart, not only fince I was or- 
dained in 1745, but ever fince I opened the door at Candlemas, 
1740, O. S. after it had remained ut up for four years, fince the 
death of my predeceſſor. Our Academies are uſeful inftitutions,. 
which turn out ſome truly humble, ſeriouſly pious, faithful /abours 
ers into the Lox D's harveſt, who are deſerving of being highly eſ- 
teemed by chriſtian people on account of their work, their unftigned 
piety, and the evell-improved advantages of their education. My 
friends, if they pleaſed, might apply to thoſe learned /eminaries tor 
a bright, polite, clever man, to try what ſuch a one may do; 
whether he could do wonders among them but neither e. nor 
their fore-fathers were ſo diſpoſed ; what they chiefly required in 
their miniſter was a ſound faith, and a ſerious, honeſt and good 
keart—they had had but one ſettled miniſter before me; and 
he died with them after ſerving them between thirty and forty 
ere d never ſaw him, but from the account I heard of him, 
he was a plain, ſerious, horfelt man; and Gop honoured his miniſ. 
try with ſome ſeals — be was inſtrumental in awakening and con- 
verting ſeveral ſouls, who proved to be ſincere chriſtians, and 
finiſhed well; and who will be his glory and crown of rejoicing 
hereafter. I had always ſo great a regard for my little flock, that 
I could not determine to remove, and leave them in the wilderneſs 
without a ſhepherd. ' | 


My ſituation is | ſuppoſe the moſt deſpiſed, and the moſt diſcou- 


* 


raging in regard to outward circumſtances in this kingdom and tbe 
adjoining pr ixcipality—nevertheleſs I look upon my ſtation as a poft - 


of honour, and attend on the duties of it with great pleaſure; nor 
would I wiſh to change it, with due ſubmiſſion to the will of provi- 
dence, for a better benefit, or for a ſociety conſiſting of ten Times the 
nomber of my hearers. I have had occaſion to prove ſome other peo- 
ple, and I prefer my own, who ſtick to my miniſtry—they who adhere 
to me, tho” but few in number, and poor in the world, are honeſt, 
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and well - wiſhers to all mankind ; they love their neighbours - they 
are teachable, and receive what I ſay to them in love, and endea- 
vour to do What i bid them agreeable to Gop's word: nor do 1 
find that they at all do worſe, than thoſe who would not hearken 
to me, but choſe to follow the dictates of their own wills, or the 
councils of other people; whether they hearkened to any that wiſhed 
their ſouls better than I did, is already known to ſome of them, and 
will be known on a day yet to come to the whole world, when Gos ſhall 
judge theſecietsofall hearts by Jes us ChrrsT ; when He hall bring 
every rwork into judgment : and every ſecret thing, whether it be goad, or 
#whether it be evil *, ſhall be proclaimed (as it were) on the hauſe-tops t, 
in the hearing of myriads of men and angels, —Here methinks I 
hear every reader that believes God, and dreads all fin, whether of 
omiſſion, commiſſion, or criminal ignorance, cry out, Gop be 
% merciful unto me a finner! and grant me grace to be found in 
« CHRIST, and to be ready to meet that aπõ .u afembly, and to 
„ ſtand before the Judge of the whole earth on that day, to re- 
«*.ccive my final jentence and eternal doom!“ Happy are thoſe 
people (and happy are their teachers) who are like little children, 
oſ a teachable diipoſition and temper. There is but little encourage- 
ment for any one to teach ſuch perſons as will not hearten, but Har- 
dex their hearts againſt chriſtian inſtruction. It is poſhble, that 
being dead, I may yet ſpeak in theſe pages. to my /arviving hearers, 
and others who may be pleaſed to read them; and that they may 
ſetve as an uſeful memorandum, when, I humbly hope, I fall have 
fafe arrived to the bright and ferene regions of eternity, far far 
beyond theſe ber ſezes, and the noiſe, diſcontents, uneaſineſſes, 
the little mean partialities, and proud angry paſſions, which too—too 
much abound among profeſſing chriſtians in this world, and are 
the 6aze of religion ; which is but the /owe of GOD and our brother 
ſhed abroad in the ſoul, by the influences of the Holy Ghoſl, which 
date given to all that are enabled to overcome the corruptions of 
their fallen nature. In the mean time, I truſt that / and the poor, 
dy/piſed people, who are under my direction, and continually attend 
on my miniſtrations, ſhall not forget how xece/arily it concerns us 
to beware of carnal ſecurity, and of reſting in the externals of chriſ- 
tianity, without experiencing its ſpirit and power in ourſelves ; 
and that how credible ſoe ver our profeſſion may be before men, we 
do but beat the air, labour in vain, and deceive our own ſelves, vN- 
Less we!“ work out our own ſalvation with fear and trembling 3” 
and that from a true ſenſe of our dependence on the aids of the 
grace of Gob, that worketh in us, both to will and to do, ac- 

cording to his good pleaſure |.** - * 
I 'am far from deſiring to aſſume conſequence to myſelf : I am, 
in myſelf, a poor, vile, ſinful creature -yet as reſtored, I truſt, in 
ſome meaſure, by divine grace, and a faithful minifter of Jesus 
CRI , Icannot but think that my continuance here ſomany years, 
by the adorable providence of Gop, will give me /erious importance 
in the great day of accounts 20 my hearers, and ſome other people 
in my neighbourhood. I way be found to have been of intereſting 
conſequence” to thoſe people, who live much xzcarer to my meeting 
TLKY than 
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than to church, or any other place of zeligious worſhip, and very 
ſeldom go any where to attend divine ſervice, on the day which 
is ſet apart hy God's APP MEE ee celebration of public 
worſhip. We read that the men of Nizeveh. ſhall riſe up in judg- 
ment with the generation, to which our Saviour ſpoke thoſe 
words when he N the earth, and condemn it, becauſe they 
tepented at the preaching of Fozas : and that the Queen of the 
South mall riſe up in judgment with the ſame people, and con- 
dema it.“ Math. xii. 41, 42.— There are two things which I dread 
on the great day, viz. that I ſhould then riſe, up againſt any ſouls to 
condemn hem; and that any ſhould riſe up againſt me, to con- 
demn me; againſt the latter I ſhall, by the free grace of Gov, make 
it my chief care to be well prepared to meet the whole world at 
that day; and, as to other people, whether ever concerned with 
me or not, it no leſs intereſtingly behoves them, for their part, to 
be earneſtly ſolicitous, . and ſeriouſly induſtrious, to get-ready; by 
the aids of the HoLy Se1kir,. for be eternal judgment, by quickly 
ſecuring an intereſt in the grace of the Supreme Judge of the guick 
and dead, by a juſtifying, hiwing, heart-purifying faith, which work- 
eth by undiſſembled love to Gop and all,mankind, true repentance, 
and impartial obedience to the law of God; that they may be able 
to ſtand, When the great day of the wrath of the Lamb is come, 
Rev. vi. 16, 17: And I take this opportunity to warn deſpiſers: of 
CurrsT, his miniſters, other. good people, and, their own ſouls, 
to be thus well prepared for the LAST DAV, leſt they ſhould then 
avonder and periſh for ever. 2 Tim. iii. 3.— Addi. xiii. 14. & 
III. I am fully perſuaded, that it was the real ſenſe of the religi- 
ous man, whoſe remarks are mentioned in page xxiv, that care 
ſhould be taken not to confound thoſe worthy. men, who drop the 
miniſtry on account of incapacity «ari/ing ſrom want of health, or 
bodily infirmities, with ſuch. miniſters as lay aſide themſelves for 
want of due reſolution. and zeal for their ie Maſter's bufine/+ ; 
which the faithful will prefer to every other employment, as he did 
his Father's buſineſs “ and he ſaid unto them, how is it that you 
ſought me? wiſt ye not that I muſt be about my Father's buſineſs??? 
Luke ii. 49. The words of the Apoſtle are the motto of faithful mi- 
niſters; wo unto me if I preach not the goſpel.” 1 Cor. ix. 16. 
and this in the Roman language, was the late pious Archbiſhop of 
Cambray's favourite poeſy; viz. we mihi eſt, nifi ewangelixem. The 
faithful miniſter will-preach thegoſpel ſo long as he has opportunity 
and ability for the proſecution of his office Thus ſpeaks an excel- 
lent chriſtian divine, * of thoſe who undertake the work of the 
miniſtry ; „They muſt be reſolved to purſue the buſineſs of this 
„office to the end: they muſt not expect to be diſcharged, while 
a life and ability laſt, from concern about it; os they mult go tho” 
„ difficulties and diſcouragements lie in their way; an unbelievi 
4 heart will oft recoil; the intereſt of the world and the fleſh will 
« oft powerfully diſſuade, and reluctate; but ox the faithful ſer- 
« yant muſt go. O how heroic, and more than human, is the pro- 
*« fefſion of one of the primitive leaders in this miniſtry ; * but note 
„ of theſe things move me, neither count I my life dear, that I may finiſh 
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* The harncd and excellent Mr. John Reynolds, the memorrs of bis 
life, page 72, 


141 
00: my- eourſe with joy, and the minifiry which I bave rectived of the 
u«-LORD FESUS, to teftify the goſpel of the grace of GOD.” Strange 
« conjunction, that amidſt bonds and afflictions he ſhould finiſh his 
e courſe with joy,” Ar xx. 24. And again, what mean you (ſays 
4 he) to weep at the thiughts of ny departure ? and to break my heart 
© in ſympathy «with your grief : but though I love you, and to Hay with 
yon. "pet am ready not to be bound only, but to die at Jeruſalem in 
4 the name of the LORD FESUS, Ads xxi. 13. Mad craft that 
run the poſſeſſor of it upon ſuch deſperate methods as theſe ! but 
4 his wiſdom, his Jearning, his love to the proſelyted companies, 
% ſhew that he knew what he did, when he ſaid, and profeſſed 
« himſelf ready ſo to act. ; 
IV. By diver/e and ftrange derines; I mean the doctrines of what 
is called the new /cheme; ſome of whoſe eſpouſers are valuable, 
good-ſpirited men, and believe that their peculiar ſentiments are nei- 
ther diverſe from, nor range to the ſcripture. If hey are in the 
right, they are the wiſe} and, cæterit paribus, the happieſt men in 
this age; as in that caſe, the whole chriſtian world, befides them- 
ſelves are involved in the idolatrous worſhip of the Sen and Holy Ghof, 
which the Arian ſcheme makes to be meer creatures: on the other 
hand, if they are m//faten, they are very unhappy in having been 
miſled and entangled in a ſyſtem which denies the truly divine na- 
ture of Is us CHRIST and the Hot v GrosT, and of conſequence 
the adoration and worſhrp due to the Sox of God, and the ETER - 
NAL Sritr; to each of whom, with the FaTarr, we were / 
lemnly and equally dedicated in the divine form of baptiſm; where- 
by an act of the greateſt honour, and higheſt worſhip men are ca- 
pable of, is done to the Sor and Holy Ghoſt, as well as to the Fa- 
ther, without any inequality, diſtinction, or difference, either ex- 
preſſed or implied, Matth. xxviii. 193 nor are they, who do not be- 
lie ve the #niver/ality ind depth of the raLL, likely to be ſo uſeful 
inſtruments in convincing, converting, and ſaving finners; who 
ſtand not in need of ſuch deep inward renovation, and thorough 
converfion, upon the ſcheme that denies original fin and the native 
depravity and corruption of our nature, as the orthodox doctrine 
of original fin and the FALL doth ſuppoſe and aſſert: and tho' they 
themſelves ſhould be ſaved hereafter, their doctrine like wood, hay, 
and #ubble, ſhall be conſumed before the fiery trial of the great day 
of the Load. If any man's work (ſays the Apoſtle) ſhall be 
| burnt, he ſhall ſuffer loſs, but he himſelf ſhall be ſaved ; yet ſo as 
| by fre,” i. e. thro' imminent danger and extreme difficulty. 1 Cor. 
Iii. 15. 

1 i perſuaded, with due deference to better judgments, that 
the ſyſtem that denies original fin, the orthodax dottrine of the 
Trinity, or the Arian and new fehemes, will not conſiſt with the 
a well-being of the diſſenting interet. Some Arian gentlemen of the 
efablifment are at this time (I underſtand) trying what they can do 
in favour of their doctrine of CuRIsTü: time will prove their ſuc- 
ceſs ; if their counſel or doctrine be of Gov, it cannot be over- 
thrown, but if it be of men it will come to nought, Ad v. 38. 39. 
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GEN. XLVII. g. 


And Facob ſaid unto Pharaoh, the days of the years of my 


pilgrimage, are an hundred and thirty years; few and 


evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have 
not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my 
fathers, in the days of their pilgrimage. 


| A theſe words are connected with the preceding wer/es, I ſhall 
| take a retro/pe of them, in diſcourſing upon this text; which 
is but Jacos's anſwer to the queſtion which the King of Egypt 
Propoſed to him, when preſented before him by Josg Hh, who was 
then prime miniſter to PHARAOH: Which queſtion is worthy our 
notice; and ſo is the whole ſtory of Jacos and his family, eſpe- 
cially of ſossyn and his brethren, There is no ſtory in all the 
ſcripture more remarkable than that of Jacos and his family, ex- 
cept that of Jesus CHRIST, and his life, death, and ſufferings. 
The hiſtory of Jesus CHk18T is indeed the moſt wonderful, ador- 
able, and intereſting concern to mankind, that ever was, or poſ- 
ſibly can be: And to our bleſſed Saviour we find very ſtriking 
typical reference in JacoB, JosSEPH, Isaac, and ABRAHAM, 
Remarkable is the kindneſs, condeſcention, and honour 'which 
this PHaRaon, King of Egypr, ſhewed to Jost ya and his family. 
But Jacos's poſterity found his ſucceſſors not ſo kind — Ther 

aroſe another ſort of PHAASAOUH, who iuew not Foſeph, nor h.. 
children; but was no le/s cruel to them than the PHaraon here 
mentioned, was kind and obliging :—He not only ſaved Jostyn's 
family alive in the time of /amine, but treated them with diſtin- 
guiſhed favour and reſpe&t ;—and with this view were Jacos and 
his family ſent for by P{yuaraon's permiſſion, from Canaan into 
Egypt. 

. when they were come, PAR AOAUHöſpake to Jos ERH, ſaying, 
« 'Thy father and brethren are come unto thee. V. 5. The land 
« of Egypt is before thee, in the beſt of the land make thy father 
« and thy brethren to dwell ; in the land of Geer, let them dwell. 


V. 6. And Josten brought in Jacos his father, and ſet him 


e before PHaRaoH; and Jacop bleſſed PAR AOHñ.“ V. 7. 
THus old VVael had the honour to be brought from Canaan to 
Egypt, to ſtand before the greateſt potentate then upon earth; Egyp? 
being then the greateſt and moſt ancient ſtate in the whole world. 
Yet as greatly as Phazaonu honoured Jacos, Jacop did Pha- 
Raon much greater honour, in Glz//ing bim. PHaARAOH was an 
alien from the covenant of grace, and a ſtranger to Gop ; but 


here Jacos prays Gop to b/e/s him; and the bleſſing, or prayer 
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of ſuch a man. as Jacos, was no ſmall honour, nor ſmall advan- 
tage to PAN Aon : It was the bleſſing of an eminent propher, pa- 
triarch, and righteous man, who had found favour in the fight of 
the moſt high Gop, and had ſpecial power with, and intereſt in 
him: Hence he was called Iss AEL, which ſignifies a man that ſaw 
God, and prevailed with him for his bleſſing. ** Thus” (ſays a pious 
and excellent annotator “ upon the place) „whether Praraon 
« received JacoB in the name of a prophet, or no, he had a pro- 
«« phet's reward; that is, a prophet's bleſſing, or a prophet's 
«© prayer for him; which ſufficiently recompenſed him, not only 
« for his courteous behaviour, but for all the kindneſſe which he 
e ſhewed to Jacos and his family.” 

FURTHER, it is remarkable, that when JAcos and his ſons 
were preſented before PHarRaon, PHaraon ſaid unto Jacos, 
« how old art thou?“ So our tranſlation hath it, and it expreſſes 
the real import of the queſtion; to which Jacos replies in the 
words of my text; And Facob ſaid unto Pharaoh, the days of 
te the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years; 
« few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and 
« have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my 
« fathers, in the days of their pilgrimage.” Wherein we may ob- 
ſerve, 1. That the queſtion put by Pharach to Jacob, uſually 
aſked to old men: And it is right to reverence old age; and it is 
unbecoming men and chriſtians to diſpiſe ir. Young folk are apt 
to think that old men are fools ; aud ſuch indeed they muſt needs 
be if they do not underfiand themſelves, the world, and true re- 
ligion, better than children and young perſons. 

IT is not improbable that Jacob's countenance did indicate him 
to be not only old, but older than he really was ; for he had been 
a man of ſorrow and toil, and acquainted with grief. And 
herein he was but 7ypical of Jesus CHRIST, who for a /milar reaſon, 
looked as if he was not much leſs than y years old, when he had 
not attained to five and thirty; and which was the reaſon of what 
the Jews ſaid to him in John viii. 57. Thou art not yet fy 
years old, and haſt thou ſeen Abraham ? | 

A LonG ſeries of grief and ſorrow, or ſore trials, do commonly 
affect the countenance, and make people look older than they are; 
theſe will bring «vrink/zs and ſigus of old age upon the face, be- 
fore the time of life, in which ſuch things would otherwiſe ap- 
pear. This might be the caſe with Jacos and Jesus CRHAIS, 
„Who was a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief.“ T It 
may be alſo obſerved, that in Egypt people were not ſo long- lived 
as in Canaan, where Jacob lived: And Pharaoh might for this 
reaſon look on the Patriarch with wonder; and Jacob might be a 
ſhew at Pharoah's court, where none looked ſo old as he. | 

Wu we are reflecting on ourſelves and paſt life, in our ſerious 
moments, we ſhould bring our age into the account, and conſider 
how old we are. Then may we ſee cauſe to be humbled with 
ſhame, that we are /o old, and (not that we have got no more money 
or worldly wealth, but) that we have done no more good in our 

time; 
* Mr, HzNRY, + Iſai, liii, 00 * 


ghee,” ee 


11 


time; that we are /o old, and brought ſo little fruit to God! ſo 
old, may many ſay, and yet not regenerated and born again ! and 
even thoſe who are horn again, may ſay, /o old, and yet no more 
grown grace, and no more improved in. true wiſdom and ſpi- 
ritual experience: S old, may many, perhaps, ſay, and yet out- 
ſtripped and out-done in grace and divine knowledge, by others 
who are ſo much younper than ourſelves in years, and the chriſtian 
liſe.— Jacob here tiles his life a pilgrimage :— This is the light in 
which human life, eſpecially the lite of good men, is exhibited in 
ſcripture.-—Our life is a pilgrimage; which ſignifies an unſtable, un- 
fettled ſtate. Such is the life of good men in a feurative ſenſe ;— 
it is a religious pi/grimage, undertaken upon the principles of re- 
hgion, and animated and governed by faith i» Chr. and the 
celaſtial Canaan, in which it ends. Good men look upon life as a 
pilgrimage, though they never move from the neighbourho@d in 
which they were born. And hence they look upon themſelves as 
pilgrims, ſajourners, and ſtrangers in this world: Accordingly the 
land of Canaan was called the land of the Iſraelite's pil;rimage, 
wherein they were ſtrangers. Exod. vi. 4. And I have eſta- 
ce bliſhed em covenant with them, ſaith the Lord, to give them 
« the land of Canaan, the land of their pi/primage, wherein they 
« were ſtrangers.” In this light King David confidered his fe. 
Pf. xxxix. 12. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto 
% my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears; for I am a ſtranger 
* with thee, and a ſojourner as all my fathers were.” Again, we 
read that by faith Abraham ſojourned in the land of Promiſe, 
« as in a ſtrange country, dwelling in Tabernacles, with Iſaac 
« And Jacob: Theſe, and all the ret of the Patriarchs confeſs'd, 
te that they were ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earth.” Heb. xi. 
9. 13. And the Apoſtle Peter addreſſes the good people he writes 
to under theſe titles: Dearly beloved, I beſeech you as ſtrangers 
« and pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly luſts, that war againſt the 
4 ſoul.” 1. Pet. ii. 11.—Such is our ſituatioh and profeſſion as 
we call ourſelves chriſtians, viz. pilgrims and frangers ; and it be- 
comes us as ſuch, ©* to deny ourſelves, to renounce the Devil and 
de all his works, the pomps and vanity of this world, and all the 
&« ſinful luſts of the fleſn; — and which we are but obliged to do, 
in virtue of our baptiſm. 

Ix this light were good men under the old Teſtament wont to 
to look on this ze; they looked on it but as an introduction and 
paſſage to another; and not as a /ettlement here; they looked on 
their own life as a pilgrimage, or journey to a better country, that 
is an HEAVENLY, Heb. xi. 16. But Jacob had reaſon to call his 
life a pilgrimage in a literal as well as a figurative ſenſe, for he had 
been toſſed from place to place ever ſince he had left his father's 
houſe. From thence he went into Meſapotamia; from Meſopotamia 
he went into Canaan ;—when he returned to Canaan, he dwelt a 
while at Succoth, and then at Schechem ; from Schechem he removed 
to Bethel; from Bethel he removed to Hebron, to his father /aac ; 
and from thence he was now come into E . 
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1. Ors ER VR here the honour which 7o/eph did to his old father 
Jacob, in preſenting him to Pharaoh King of Egypt; he did his 
ancient parent the honour of introducing him into that King's 
preſence-chamber : And herein Jeb has ſet an example to children, 
who ought to honour their parents as much as in them lie. This 
is what children are in duty bound to do, by the £75 command- 
ment, which ſays, © Honour thy father and thy mother.“ Exod. 
XX. 12. Fo/eph was glad of this opportunity of honouring his fa- 
ther, who had been weather-beaten, and borne the burden and 
heat of the day. And awretched and cur/ed are thoſe children, who 
are not diſpoſed to honour their father and mother, and to delight 
to make their lives as eaſy and comfortable as they can. 

2. Ix the words before us, obſerve the anſwer which Jacob re- 
turns to Pharaoh's queſtion ; wherein he ſpeaks in a manner becom- 
ing a patriarch and a religious man, with an air of ſeriouſne/s, and 
with a view to teach Pharaoh to conſider human life in a light that 
was new to him, who was a ſtranger to revealed religion; which 
had taught Faces to call his life a pilgrimage, whereby he cone: d 
himſelf to be a ſtranger upon earth. Jacob here tells Pharaoh, that 
he conſider'd himſelf as a traveller to another world; and that he 
looked on this world but as his ian, and not as his home : and to 
this profeſſed ſituation of Jacob, his father 7/aae, his grandfather 
Abraham, and his great grandfather Terab, the Apoſtle ſeems to 
refer in Heb. xi. 13. where we read that they confeſſed they were 
« ſtrangers, and pilgrims on the earth.” 

Jacos reckoned himſelf a pilgrim, not only as he was then in 
Egypt, a ſtrange country, in which he had never been before; but 
he meant that his life itſelf was a pilgrimage, wherever he was, 
whether at home or abroad, in his ative country, or in a „range 
land. And thoſe who duly confider life in this view of it, may 
make themſelves the more eaſy wherever they be, at home or abroad. 
Such a view of life will conduce to qualify one for bearing baniſh- 
ment, or living on any lawful occaſion in a ſtrange land; for 
wherever ſuch a perſon is, he conſiders he is but a pilgrim and 
ftranger ſtill ; and ſo he looks on him/elf, wherever he roves or refts, 
in this tranſitory world. Good men ſhould, and will, confider 
themſelves under theſe characters at all times, and in all places; 
they ſhould conſider that they are ae nt from the Lok p, while pre- 
ſent in the body; and it behoves them to live daily in expectation 
of quitting this life, and of going home to their everlaſting abode. 

3. Here. obſerve that Jacob reckons his life by days; and in- 
deed, if it be ſo reckoned, it is ſoon reckoned, —he tale is foon told. 
The ſum, not only of our years, but of our days, is ſoon caſt up. 
Our life is made up of days; but ſo uncertain is it, that we are 
not ſure of the continuance of it for one day to an end: But we are 
liable to be turned out of this Tabernacle at leſs than a day, or 
an hour's warning. * Let us therefore learn to meaſure our days, 
« that ſeeing what it is, we may conſider how frail we are.” 
Pf. xxxix. 4. Let us, with M, pray Gop ſo to teach us to 
„number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto * 
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te the wiſdom of being always ready to go forth to meet the &rid+- 
«« ercom of our ſouls; always prepared for our latter end, and a 
future ſtate of eternal life and happineſs. Pf. xc. 12. 

4. OBsSERveE the characters which Jacob here gives of the days 
of his life“ few and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been.” —1, They had been feww—tho? he had now lived one 
hundred and thirty years, they ſeemed to him as being paſt, but a 
few days;—and they were indeed yt, compared with the days of 
eternity; in which view Jacob did undoubtedly frequently confider 
his days.— What were Jacob's days, or even the days of Merhy/elah, 
which amounted to near a thoy/and years, to the days of eternity, in 
which“ a thouſand years are but as one day.” 2. Pet. iii. 8.— 
Whether Jacob had a reference to this view of his days when he 
called them /e to Pharaoh, or no, this is a vit in which cvery 
man oexvg/t, and every good man doth, frequently contemplate his 
lite; and when they are conſidered in this light, the days of the 
longeſt liver that ever war, muſt needs fink, not only into few, bat 
Jeſs than few, even into nothing. Hence the Royal Prophet ſays, 
« Behold thou haſt made my days as an hand-breadth, and mine age 
« is as nothing before thee.” Pf. xxxix. And it 1s good to 
conſider human life in this light, for this conſideration of it will 
furniſh a thinking man with the moſt ſerious, awful, and uſeful 
thoughts ;—and the Lorp {et this view of life home on each of 
your hearts; fo ſhall our departed neighbour's death be a means of 
life to your ſouls, and his earneſt deſire fulfilled ; for how poor 
and deſpiſed ſoever he was, he was a well-wiſher to your ſouls ; 
and it 1s undoubted, from what you now hear, that his thoughts 
were employed for your ſpiritual welfare, and eternal ſalvation, 
which he ſeemed to have much at heart. —And there is reaſon to 
believe, from what I ſhall tell you before I conclude my diſcourſe, 
that moſt of the days of the years of his life, were often taken up 
in deep contemplation of Gop and eternity ; and which is but a 
proper and needful exerciſe to the thoughts of all of you; and ſuch 
as real chriſtians experience the utility of, to quicken their motions 
in the proſecution of the grand buſineſs of their pi/grimage, which 
is but to come to Jesus..CHR1ST, and to live unto him, by a faith 
which worketh by love and true repentance,—To be thus always 
ready for a happy tranſlation from Earth to Heaven, is the grand 
concern of every child of man. Thus ſpeaks a ſpiritual man, who 
was bleſt with an excellent heavenly Muſe, 


Good Gov ! on what a ſlender thread 
Hang everlaſting things! 

Th' eternal ſtates of all the dead 
Upon life's feeble ſtrings. 


Infinite joy or endleſs woe 
Attends on ev'ry breath; 
And yet how unconcern'd we go 


Upon the brink of death! 
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Waken, O Lord, our drowſy ſenſe, 
To walk this dang'rous road; 
And if our ſouls are hurry'd hence 
May they be found with God ! 
Warrs. 


2. AxoTHER property, which Jacob aſſigns of his days, was that- 
they were evil. This is true of all mankind,—and it is aſſerted in 
Job xiv. 1. as the certain lot of human life; which paſſage is pre- 
ciſely parallel o, and explanatory /, this part of Jacob's anſwer 
to Pharaoh's queſtion—** Man that is born of a woman is of few 
« days, and full of trouble :” What is this but the ſame as few 
* and evil are the days of our life ?? 7 calls them n days, 
though men lived much longer in his earlier time, than in Jacob's 
days. Well, as our days are evil, it is well they are tb, if we 
have an intereſt in CurisT by a living faith; —hence Job ſays, 
« I loath it, I would not live always.“ — Seeing they are /% evil, 
good men ſhould be thankful that they are /o fe. Jacob might 
emphatically call his days evil days, when he ſpoke theſe words, 
ſeeing his paſt life had been fuller of trouble than ordinary,—one 
ſtorm had ſucceeded another—one trouble had followed upon the 
heel of another; and ſometimes divers preſſed upon him together. 
This, for inſtance, was the caſe when he found that his ſon Simeon 
was bound in Egypt, and detained as a hoſtage there, till his 
brethren ſhould bring Benjamin along with them 7o the man, who 
then bore the chief ſway, next to the King, in that country. The 
anxious and ſorrowful fituation of Jaceb's foul on that occaſion, 
appears in his ſpeech to his ſons in Gen. xlii. 36. And Jacob, 
« their father, ſaid unto them, me ye have bereaved of my chil- 
« dren; Jaſepb is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benja- 
« min away: all theſe things are againſt me.“ 

AND when he was perſuaded to let Benjamin go with his bre- 
thren, the ſolicitude and heavineſs of his ſoul are indicated in the 
following words: Take your brother, and ariſe, go again wnto 
« the man; and God Almighty give you mercy before the mar, that 
« he may ſend away your brother and Benjamin if I am bereaved 
« of my children, I am bereaved.” Gen, xliii. 13. 14. 

Tre pleaſanteſt days of Jacob's life were yet before him; for 
he liv'd about ſeventeen years with his family in Egypt; which, as 
our lives go now, is a conſiderable part of man's age: During 
this time Jacob had more outward reſt and comfort, than he had 
had at all, fince he firſt left his father's houſe. Here he tells Pha- 
raoh that the days of his life, which he had attained, were ſhort 
of the days of his fathers ; they had neither been ſo many, nor ſo 
free from toil and trouble, as their's had been — The days of 
te the years of my life, have not attained unto the days of the years 
be life of my fathers, in the days of their pilgrimage.“ . 

| s | Jacos 

* Job vii. 16. 7 

+ Hzzx Jacob does undoubtedly refer to the days of his father Iſaac, his 
grandfather Abraham, and his great grandfather Terah. The days of Iſaac 


were 180 years, Gen, xxxv. 28. The days of the years of Abraham's life 
| were 
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C9, 
Jacos might truly ſay to Pharaoh that his days had been evil, 
becauſe they had been full of labour and care, grief and ſorrow, 
« on many occafions.** See Biſhop Patrick in Loc. 

T ro? by evil in ſcripture we are often to underſtand moral evil, 
or fin; and it is true that good mens days are attended with too 
much evil of this kind, and Jaccb might call his days evil in this 
ſenſe; yet he does not feem to call them % in this place (at leaſt 
chiefly) on that account, but on the account of the travels and 
troubles of his life. Jacob's ſpirit had been lately more than or- 
dinarily exerciſed with grief and ſorrow, and to the diſtreſſes of 
his life he here moſt probably refers, tho? not exclufrve of the fins 
and imperſections of it, whereof his holy ſoul had a due ſenſe.— 
The trials and tribulations which good men meet with in this 
world, cannot but be ſenſibly felt by them, and they do afford 
them juſt reaſon to call their days evi! But our bleſſed Saviour has 
told his followers that their days ſhould be e in this reſpect; and 
at the ſame time aſſured them, for their encouragement, that he 
« had overcome the world :” Thereby intimating that he would 
enable them alſo to overcome the evils of it. John xvi. 33. © In 
„the world ye ſhall have tribulation 3 but be of good cheer, I 
« have overcome the world.” 

In ayPPLICAT1ON of this ſubjeR, it may be obſerved, that good 
men are happy, notwithſtanding the various anxieties and afflic- 
tions which make the days and years of their lives ſo evil as they 
find them to be. Good people have ſore outward trials and 
troubles of various kinds; and they have a greater feeling ſenſe 
than others of inbred fin and corruption, and great heawine/s in 
their hearts frequently on account thereof. Other people have 
inbred ſin and corruption reigning in them, without a due feeling 
ſenſe of the evil and danger thereof :— It is only real chriſtians, or 
at leaſt ſuch as are under a real conviction of fin, and in the way 
to become ſuch, that have ſuch a feeling ſenſe of the evils of their 
nature, as to cry out with the Apoſtle, «£ O wretched man that l 
% am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death?” Rom. 
Vii. 24. Nevertheleſs good men are truly happy, under the out- 
ward evils of life, and the grievous experience they have of the 
malignity of fin, and the ſorrow ariſing from inherent corruption ; 
they have preſent freedom from the dominion of fin, and often 
a pleaſing, joyful hope of a fnal victory over, and full dehverance 
frem, fin and death. They have a covenant God to go to on al! 
occaſions: They have an intereſt in CyatsT, and all the bleſſings 
of the everlaſting covenant, by a liviog faith: And they have 
daily acceſs to Gop within the veil, by faith and AER + 
ave 


were 175 years. Gen. xxv. 7, The days of Terah were 205. Gen. xi. 52. 


Hence we ſee how greatly human life had been ſhortened fince the de/uge, in 
Jacob's days.—The years of his life, when he ſtood before the King of Egypt, 
were 50 years ſhort of his father Iſaac's age when he died; 45 ſhort of his 
grandfather Abraham's ; and 70 ſhort of the years of his great grandfather 
Terah,—And (Jacob lived in the land of Egypt ſeventeen years; ſo the whole 
« age of Jacob was an hundred forty aid ſeven years,” Cen. xvii. 28, 
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have they pleaſing and profitable intercourſe with Heaven, as often 
as they are enabled to look up, and to draw near the throne of 
divine grace, in the exerciſe of faith and prayer: They have a 
ſanctiſied uſe of the outward evils and croſſes allotted to them in 
this world: They believe that God performeth the things that 
are appointed for them; that many ſuch things are with him;“ 
and that all the trials and afflictions they meet with here, are or- 
dered from above, and made to co-operate for their eternal good, 
Job. xxiii. 14. Rom. viii. 28. of | 
 Jesvs CRRIST extracts the poiſon of the divine cur/e out of the 
troubles of good men, and converts the ewz/s of their lives into 
good, by making them promotive of their preſent ſanctification, 
inward peace, and eternal ſalvation: To theſe their Saviour ſays, 
„% Take courage,“ I have overcome the world.“ 

Tus tribulations of goed men's lives, make the dark fide of the 
cloud ;—this fide of human life hath been pathetically and ele- 
gantly delineated by the late excellent and learned Dr. Young, in a 
Diſcourſe called, The Eftimate of Human Life. But is there not a 
light ſide to this cloud? Were not Jacob's, and are not other good 
mens days, goed days, as well as evil ones? Had not Jacob many 
ſweet vis from Heaven, from time to time? Was not that a 
happy ſeaſon of his life, which he ſpent at Peniel, in wreitling 
with the Angel of the covenant ; who was but the Son of Gop 
himſelf, and who in reference to his incarnation, was the lamb 
« that was ſlain” in the divine purpoſe “ before the foundation of 
„ the world ?” That muſt needs have been a bleſſed part of Jacob's 
life, in which he ſaw Gop in a human form, and as a Prince, had 
power with him, and prevailed for that bleſſing of his, which is 
better than life. + 

Jacos met with ſuch trials as occaſioned to him many heavy 
hours, and many ſorrowful days; nevertheleſs, „as his days, fo 
was his ſtrength from the Lord. Deut. xxxiii. 25. He“ heard 
the Lord Jehovah ſay—firength ſhall be equal to thy day then, 
« he rejoic'd in deep diſtreſs—leaning on all-ſufficient grace.” 
Jacob halted ſometimes in a moral, as well as literal ſenſe, for that 
ſcripture cannot be broken, nor diſproved, which ſays, «+ There 
«« js not a juſt man upon earth, that doeth good, and ſinneth 
4 not” too too often: So it was under the old Teſtament ; and 
the caſe is /emilar under the new ; In many things we offend all.” 
= iii. 2. But good Jacob had faith and grace, which enabled 

im to overcome his ſorrows and his fins; he was neither ower- 
avhelmed by the former, nor enfiaved or ruined by the latter no 
fin had dominion over him ; nor did his ſpirit fink under the evils 
of life ;— he was ſupported and comforted in all his afflictions, 
and at length delivered out of all of them. He had his conver- 
fation in Heaven, and communion with Gop ; he had experience 
of thoſe © conſolations, which are not ſmall.” Job xv. 11. Jacob 
had the fear oi Gop before his eyes continually—he was divinely 
ſupported and comforted on all occaſions—the love of Gop was 
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ſhed abroad in his heart, and the comforts of religion did bear 
him up- he was not of a contemptuous, ſcornful, ſelf-willed, 
deſpiſing ſpirit : hence he had an internal tranquility, to which 
roud, angry, ambitious, reſtleſs men are entire ſtrangers ;---if 
his days were evil days in reſpect of outward croſſes and diſap- 
pointments, they were good days in reſpe& of the inward peace, 
ſupport, conſolation, and intercourſe with God, which were 
vouchſafed to him, through a meditator, by the aids and influ- 
ences of the holy ſpirit;---nor would he have fold his experience 
of Gonr's grace and goodneſs to him for the whole world. There 
is a real pleaſure and ſacred peace and ſatisfaction in religion, 
which but few know, becauſe there are few that make a thorough 
trial of it, and are truly religious. Thoſe who fairly and faith- 
fully prove religion, know, that it is this alone is attended æuith, 
and productive /, that“ peace of God which paſſeth all under- 
ſanding.” Thoſe who enter into the merit of the cauſe, and 
make a thorough proof of true piety, may from experience ſay, 
that “ its ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and that all its paths 
„ are peace; and that all the paths of the Lord are mercy and 
« truth, unto ſuch as keep his covenant, and his teſtimonies.” 
Prov. iii. 17. Pf. xxv. 10. Real chriſtians muſt needs know 
more of religion than meer nominal profeſſors; they know that 
religion ſanctifies the ſorrows of life, to the good of their ſouls, 
and renders them rolerable to thoſe who are ſincerely and ſeriouſly 
' pious. As the teſtimonies of God are their counſellors, his promiſes 
are their ſupporters and comforters ** in the houſe of their pil- 
« primage.”* Great peace is prepared for them that love Gop, 
and yield impartial, faithful obedience to his commands; nor 
ſhall any thing ſo offend them, as to cauſe them finally to apoſta- 
tize from him, and his holy ways, Pf. cxix. 165. 
Jacos could have told PHARAOAH the good as well as the evil 
of his days; but he did not enter into a detail of the goodneſs of 3 
God, and the comforts of religion, which balanced and allayed « 
the evils of his days, to the King of Egypt; partly becauſe that 
King would not have underſtood nor reliſhed his diſcourſe, if he 
had ſpoke to him of the comforts of a religious life, and of his 
ſweet experience of daily communion with Gop, by faith and i 
prayer, Such diſcourſe, it may be ſuppoſed, weuld have been A 
no leſs diſagreeable to Pharaoh, than it is to ſuch profeſſed ration- 1 
aliſts of the preſent age, who are prone to call ſuch a way of | 
talking cant, fanatici/m, enthuſiaſm, and ſuch like compliments, | 
which were wont to be beſtowed on the old Puritans formerly, and A 
ſince on the Preſbyterians, and other religious people. But theſe 
imputations are now transferred from them, and moſt commonly 
applied to a people of a new denomination, whom (however irre- 
gular they may be deemed in their proceedings) Gov, in his 
adorable Providence, ſeems to have raiſed up in this age, to re- 
prove the prevailing apoftacy, formality, levity, and lukewwarmne/; 
of it; to awaken and turn many notorious profligate finners to 
| 4 righteouſneſs, 
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righteouſneſs, and to ſtir up the attention of profeſſing chriſtians, 
both in the Habliſment and the ſeparation to the importance and 
indiſpenſable neceſſity of „ a death unto fin and the world, and 
« of a new birth unto righteouſneſs and unto Gop:“ who in all 
ages has delighted to ſhew that of him is the excellent power, that 
' awakens and turns the hearts of ſinners to himſelf, and the ſincere 
proſecution of ſerious and true religion, and that the great work 
of regeneration and conwver/ion of fouls, is not done by human 
learning, might or power, but by the ſpirit of the Lord.” 
Zech. iv. 7. Serious ſpiritual conference, and ſoul transforming 
communion with Gop were meat and drink to old Iſrael's ſoul; 
but it may be juſtly ſuppoſed that Pharaoh had no notion of, nor 
reliſh for ſuch things, notwithſtanding his urbanity and kindneſs 
to Jacob and his family, for Zo/eph's fake. — _ 
Another reaſon why Jacob mentioned only the evil of his days 
to Pharach, and not the goodneſs of Gov, and the conſolations 
of religion withal, which he had experienced therein, might be 
to avoid the appearance of . and to render only a pro- 
per and direct anſwer to the King's queſtion according to the real 
n of it; which was this“ Jaceb, thou doſt look old, how 
old art“ thou?” To which Jacob makes a direct and full anſwer, 
in the words of my text, without adding any thing that was fo- 
'reign to the purpoſe; As if he ſhould ſay, I ho I ſeem ſo old to 
«* thee O Pharaeh, the days of the years of my life have been but few; 
„ have not attained to the days of the years of my fore-fathers ; 
Mine have been no more than one hundred and thirty-years ; nor 
do J expect or deſire to have more added to this number, for my 
«paſt life has been full of grief, ſorrow, and toil: And hence it is 
ce no wonder that I look ſo old before thee this day.” 
-. 2, The wicked and ungodly are no leſs miſerable under the evils 
of life than good men are happy: Tho' the greateſt ſufferings of 
the wngodly are yet to come in another world, if they do not truly 
and evangelically repent in this life; yet they are not exempted 
from more or leſs trouble, croſſes, and diſappointments in the 
preſent world; but the great miſery of theſe people is, that they 
do not know, or, which is the ſame thing, they do net confider from 
whence, nor what for, their afflictions are laid upon them: Hence 
the ungodly have no notion of ſeeking to Gop for relief, ſupport 
and comfort under, nor a /an#ified ule of the troubles they meet 
with here below. It is the unſpeakable advantage and happineſs 
of good men, that they know where and which way to have all 
this; for want of which, the uncenverted cannot ſupport un- 
der, nor endure afflictions as faithful believers in CarisT and 
the. go/pel covenant, are enabled to do by the grace of Gop — The 
former fret and fume in trouble, whereby they do but kick 
PR COTE Ho | Va againſt 
Ibe words of Phargeb's queſtion to Facob were *D1 29- 
That is, literally, How many * the 13 of my n b of fach 
age as Jacob's being uſed in the plural number in that language, perbapt as re- 
ferring to the diverſe ſtages of his life; viz. childhood, youth, manhood, and 
old age, which was the tage of life in which this patriarch ſtood before Pharaob, 
| F Bux. LEX. page 210. 
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<< againſt the pricks.” * Theſe find the croſles of life inſupport- 
able, as appears in too many inſtances of ſuch as have recourſe to 
remedies, that are a great deal worſe than the bisgAsES; as to 
drown ſorrow, one way or another, or to commit felo de /e. 
Many inſtances of exce/ive drinking, and almoſt every example of 
uiciae, 1 evinceth the deſperate miſery of thoſe who are deſtitute of 
the fear of Gop, and the ſupports of true religion in calamitous 
circumſtances, The ungodly do not ſee the hand of Gop in their 
afflictions; they do not conſider that they come from him, and 
that they are therein puniſbed for their fins and offences; and 
puniſhed much leſs than their deſerts. The children of this 
world who know not God, nor the plague of their own hearts, 
are ob/treperous in trouble; they do not reflect how unrea/onable 
it is for * a living man to complain; a man for the puniſhment 
«« of his ſins:“ 5 But they behave as if “ aflition cometh forth 
« of the duſt, and as if trouble ſprung out of the ground: Hence 
« they ſeek not unto Gon, nor commit their cauſe unto him, 
« when they are afflicted:“ || Nor is it indeed to be wondered at 


that they do not, becauſe they know not God, nor any thing elſe 
as they ought to know : They have lived all along as if there was - 


no Supreme Governor over the World, or as if there was no «© Gop 
„ that judgeth in the earth.” ** Hence the unconverted, un- 
godly part of mankind have no reconciled Gor to fly to for refuge 
in time of trouble; and ſhould they cry to the Lord in their diſ- 
treſſes, how juſtly might he anſwer them as he did the Ipora- 
TROUS ISRAELITEsS formerly, ſaying, Ye have forſaken me, 
* and ſerved other Gods; wherefore I will deliver you no more: 
« Go and cry to the Gods which ye have choſen ; let them deliver 
„% you in the time of your tribulation.”++ The days of the un- 
godly and unconverted are entirely evil, as being wholly deſtitute 
of divine conſolation, or any comfort that 1s pure and ſatisfatory 
to the ſoul. Their 7ztervals of joy, amidſt the outward evils of 
their lives, are but as the /avghter of the fool, and that is, as Solo- 
mon ſays, ** like the crackling of thorns under a pot.” tft The 
ſenſual pleaſures of this world afford not one moment of ſolid 
comfort, that will bear the teſt of ſerious and cool reflection.— 
Theſe are worſe than nothing in reſpe& of real felicity. The 
ungodly muſt needs be, of all men and of all creatures upon 
earth, the moſt miſerable under the diſtreſſes of life, becauſe their 
cloud is dark on every ſide. Having no faith to penetrate, or look 
through it, they cannot ſpy one gleam of light, while they conti- 


nue as they are, without any diſpoſition 7s, or notion % humi- 


lation for their deplorable ſtate, fins, and offences. 

IT has been obſerved that there is a light fide to the cloud of 
good men in this ſorrowful life ; but there is no ſuch thing to the 
cloud of other people; the cloud of the ungodly is al! dark and 
diſmal, in/ide and gude. They are neither ſupported in the belt 
manner under afflition, nor have they any reaſon to hope for de- 
liverance out of them, while they perſiſt in their impenitent ſtate. 

C2 | And 
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And when they think on death they have, alas! no grounds for 
expecting any relief from that moſt certain event; for, whatever 
they may imagine, death will be ſo far from relieving them, that 
it will tranſmit them into greater darkneſs and miſery than they 
have ever known in this world; even to the fire that is never 
quenched, and where they will feel a worm preying upon the 
vitals of their ſouls, without intermiſſion, for ever and ever! 
O that careleſs ſinners would now conſider theſe things, be awaken'd 
by the terrors of the Lox v, and the inevitable conſequences of final 
diſobedience to the goſpel of CyrisT! O that the ungodly would 
quickly ſtand ſtill, rioul reflect, be ſolicitous to flee from the 
wrath to come, and, in the dilizent uſe of the means of grace, 
come to CHa ISI by a living faith for reſt and ſalvation to their ſouls, 
3. From the words of my text, and the hiffory of Jacob, we 
may obſerve what an excellent grace is humility, and how bad is 
that evil of our nature which is oppoſite to it his- is no leſs odi- 
ous, and dangerous to the ſoul, than that is amiable and ſafe. —— 
The character and manner of Jacob, on this and other occaſions, 
are worthy our notice. It is recorded that Jacob was a plain 
4% man, dwelling in tents;““ which character implies a diſtinguiſhed 
degree of Maly, as well as integrity and honeſty. He had the 
Fee of a real gentleman; and ſo has every ſincere chriſtian: 
very truly pious man is in his degree a gentleman, tho? not ſuch a 
gentleman as the world calls o. To be a gentleman, in the ſenſe 
of the world, it is requiſite to be a man of fortune. But it is true 
religion, where it takes hold of the heart, that makes the 
beſt kind of a gentleman : It is this makes a real chriſtian, whoſe 
1 are to be gentle, humble, honeſt, and ſincere, eaſy to 
entreated, fruitful in holineſs and obedience to Gop, and 

in beneficence to men according to his ability. Theſe, divine 
revelation aſſigns as the qualities of “ the wiſdom that is from 
„% above, or true religion; and they are in ſome good degree the 
qualities of every real chriſtian and of every truly chriſtian gentleman. 
I alluſion to the above character given of Jacob, our Saviour 
ſaid of Nathaniel, as he was walking towards him, ** Behold an 
<«« T/raclite indeed, in whom is no guile;” t which is as much as 
to ſay, that Nathaniel was an eminently ſincere man, remarkably 
free from deceit and duplicity.of heart; he was what he appeared 
to be, and like 2 little child in reſpect to freedom from malice, 
guile, and pride. Where Jacob is ſaid to have been a plain man, 
the original words || ſignify a perfect or fincere man, as godly ſincerity 
was the perfection of good men under the old, ſo it is ſtill under 
the new Te/tament. This chriſtian perfection admits of degrees; 
and good men are more or leſs perfe& in proportion to the degree 
of their ſincerity. Sincerity may properly be called perfection, be- 
cauſe it denotes integral parts, or the whole of a perſon or thing. 
So, ſincerity is a property of every part of the neo creature, or 
the neau man; it is a property of every grace that is eſſential to 
the real chriſtian. His love is ſincere love—his faith is fincere 
faith—his repentance is ſincere repentance—his obedience is ſin- 


cere 


* Gen, xv, 27. + Jam, il, 17. f John i. 47, | ON UN. 


1 


cere obedience. In ſhort, the true believer, or one that is a 
chriſtian in deed, is ſincere in every part; and s81nceRe, as contra- 
diſtinguiſhed from counterfeit or ſpurious, is applicable to each of 
the graces that conſtitute him @ regenerate child of Gop, and a 
living member of Chriſt. 

Hence we may truly obſerve that our patriarch was a very 
humble, as well as a fincere, honourable man. There was a 
beautiful proportion thro' the whole of his character; he was 
eminently humble as well as remarkably ſincere; he was a man not 
of this world ; he was of a ſpirit very different from that of the 
world; he did not affect polite airs, nor in any wiſe to look big 
in the eyes of men. I imagine that his manner would not have 
ſuited the taſte of the preſent age, tho” his wealth might be a de- 
fence to him from the inſults and injuries which poor men are 
liable zo from the world. However, he had the genuine qual:ties 
of a truly religious gentleman; he was without affeQation, and 
ſincere in oppolition to hypecri/y ; his words and actions were the 

index of his thoughts, and the language cf truth; he was an 
honeſt man; he always meant well; he was punctual and ſtrictly 
fair in his dealings, religiouſly adhering to the grand rule of 
equity, ever doing to others as he would have them to do to him ; 
he preferred the true delights of ſolitude and retirement before all 
the pretended pleaſures of the buſy and noiſy ſcenes of life ; he 
dwelt not in palaces, but in tents, not in ſtately houſes, but in 
mean humble habitations; and his behaviour before the King of 
Egypt was agreeable to the account given of him : He carried 
himſelf on that occaſion with that decorum, ſedateneſs, ſoberneſs 
and truth, which became one that knew Gop, himſelf, and the 
world. He knew how to addreſs the potentates of the earth, at a 
proper diſtance. He knew that MajesTyY ought to be approached 
with great deference and regard. Jacob had a juſt ſenſe of the 
reſpect that is due to the order of Providence, and of the differ- 
ence which it had made between his ſituation in life and that of 
Pharach ; and which he properly acknowledged in his deportment 
before him. He rendered to him due honour. * . 

Bur what is beſt of all, Jacob was truly humble towards Gov. 
He knew how to addreſs the King of Kings, and the Maker of 
Heaven and Earth, with a deep ſenſe of the awful and infinite 
diſtance between a ſinful worm and his Great Creator. Jacob's 

knowledge of himſelf and the world was ſanQlified by religion, 
and his intimate acquaintance with Gov, and was the fruit of his 
ſanctifying knowledge of Him. His humility towards Gop is 
expreſſed in that never to be forgotten Addreſs, which he made to 
Him when he laboured under painful apprehenſions, and extreme 
dread of his brother EHu. O Gop of my father Abraham, and 
% Gop of my father //aac, the Loa b which ſaidſt unto me, return 
« unto thy country and unto thy kindred, and I will deat well with 


te thee :; I am not worthy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of 1 
all the truth, which thou haſt ſhewn unto thy ſervant.” + They | 
| who 
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who are right humble, are humble towards Goy and men; and 
their humility is founded on faith, and the knowledge of Gop 
and themſelves. 
Tu evil oppoſite to humility. is pride, which is rooted in our 
nature ſince the fall, and derived into it from the old ſerpent, by 
- whoſe ſtratagems our firſt-parents loſt their innocence and their hap- 
pineſh in one moment, and involved themſelves and their poſterity 
in a ſtate of ſig and miſery, by cating of the forbidden fruit, which 
rew upon * the tree of knowledge of good and evil.“ Pride 
is a feature of the Devil, whatever it's object or motive may be; 
it therefore behoves both young and old to beware of it in every 
ſhape and form, even as they would / Him, from whom it is derived 
into human nature. The ſeat of this plague is in the inner man 
of the heart; but it diſcovers itſelf in various ways in the life and 
actions of the outward man. Humility is acceptable to Gop and 
men, but pride is abominable to both. It is written that “Go 
*« reſfiſteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble :”” + That 
7s, he delighteth in giving more grace unto ſuch as are humble. 
Pride, where it habitually reigns, is incompatible with a pręſent ſtate 
of ſalvation, and, unleſs it be mortified and ſubdued by divine grace, 
. twill fink the ſoul into cverlaſting miſery. Some people take pride 
in dreſſing and fine cloaths —ſome are proud of their riches—ſome, of 
the advantages of youth ; nor is old age free from this inherent evil 
of our fallen nature. But, perhaps, the worſt and moſt miſchievous 
fort of natural pride is the pride of power, gifts, parts and learn- 
10g, which puffeth up the mind, and ſpoils theſe advantages, if 
it be not balanced, and ſubdued in the poſſeſſors of them by the 
2fficacy of divine grace: Theſe things are advantageous and 
uſeful, if they. be ſanctified by true religion, and accompanied 
with ſerious and real piety in the inward man; #//e, it may be ob- 
ſerved, in too many inſtances, that men of power, abilities and 
learning, carry with them a proud ſpirit, and a peculiar ſcornful 
diſdain and neglect of other people, who are deſtitute of thoſe 
advantages; and which, tho' it be no diſparagement to abilities 
and learning abſtractedly conſidered, indicates the pernicious abuſe 
to which they are ſubject, when they are not united with the life 
and power of godlineſs in the heart: And it is by reaſon of the ex- 
cellence of theſe advantages, that the corruption of our nature, 
which perverts them, is peculiarly aggravated and baneful. But 
here, at the ſame time, it may be obſerved how much more ex- 
cellent is vital religion, and the renewing grace of God, than 
learning or any human accompliſhments. True religion is of the 
nature of love; one drachm of which is better than a pound of 
learning without divine knowledge, and the love of Gop and 
mankind ſhed abroad in the heart. Hence the knowing and 
learned Apoftle ſays “ knowledge puffeth up, but Love (as the 
. original word + ought to be rendered) edifieth.” A ſpirit of love 
is the ſpirit of Car1sT, and it is received by men in the new 
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birth that is from above: And «« this (as a great writer and a hol 
learned Divine “ obſerves) “ muſt as really live and breathe in 
you, as it did in jesus Curisr, or all exhortations to do as 
« he did, and to walk as he walked, are but in vain. The na- 
« tural man is in full ſeparation from this eſſential principle of a 
* holy life: And tho' he had more wiſdom of words, and more 
« depth of literature, than was in Cicero or ArtsTOTLE, yet 
„ would he have as much to die to as the groſſeſt publican, os 
„ yaineſt phariſee, before he could be in Cuaisr a new creature; 
„ for the higheſt improved natural abilities can as well aſcend 
„into Heaven, or cloathe fleſh and blood with immortality, as 
* make a man like-minded with Caur1sT in any one divine virtue. 
The piercing critic (wao is void of the victorious influence of 
e divine grace in his heart) may and naturally will grow in pride, 
&« as faſt as his ſkill in words dilcovers itſelf, And every kind of 
« knowledge that ſhews the /cholar, the orator, the diſputcr, the 
ce commentator, the hiſtorian, his own powers and abilities, are the 
« ſame temptation to him that Eve had from the ſerpent, and he 
© will get no more good, by the love and reliſh of . ſuch a know- 
« ledge, (zf he is not conſtrained by the love of Chriſt) than ſhe got 
te by her love of the tree, that was ſo deſirable to make one wile,” 
Give human learning and abilities their due, but have a care of 
ſetting either of them upon a par with the love of Gob ſhed 
abroad in the ſoul, and that ſpiritual knowledge of CHRIST that 
ever ſtands in inſeparable connection with it, and which can be 
taught and written in the heart only by the ſpirit of Gov. This 
is divine knowledge, becauſe it is received not from man, but 
ſrom Gop. This is properly chriſtian learnizg, whoſe galſeſſens are 
let into the Sandtum Sanctorum, the Holy of Holies, whereof that 
part of the Jewiſh temple ſo called was but the He or fadow. 
This learning deſcends. deep, and aſcends high; it is ſo deep as 
to ſee the nothingneſs of man, and ſo high as to know that Gop 
is all and in all; that He is the chief good of his intelligent 
creatures. Nor does it beget any thing in man, but that which 
was begotten in the Apoſile Paul, when he cried out to the learned 
Corinthians, I determined to know nothing among you, ſave 
„Jesus Cüsisr, and Him crucified :” + And to the Galatians, 
«© God forbid that I ſhould glory in any thing but the croſs of our 
„Lord Jesus CarisT.” f Would Tutors induſtriouſly point out 
to their Students (whom they have the care of educating with a 
view to the go/þel miniſtry) the depth of the Vall, and the glory of 
the redemption, in reference to time and eternity; would they 
carefully ſhew them that the glory of the recovery is as great as 
the evil and ignominy of the fall, and that it infinitely tranſcends 
our conceptions; would they frequently remind them of the uni- 
verſal deptavity of our nature, of the natural and moral weakneſs 
of the fallen creature on one hand, and the glory . 
„ - deemer's 
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deemer's perſon, and the unſearchable riches and freeneſs of his 
grace on tne other; would Tutors inculcate theſe truths of revela- 
tion upon their rer and withal the conſequence and neceſſity 
of having and cultivating a ſpirit of faith, repentance, faſting and 
prayer, and of being thus deepened in the chriſtian life; would they 
urge to them the importance and abſolute neceſſity of a ſerious 
inward religion; of having the kingdom of Heaven begun and 
advanced within them ; would they narrowly obſerve their ſpirits, 
natural tempers and inclinations, as capital interefting points, that 
require peculiar attention and ſuitable application, and earneftly 
exhort them by all means to imbibe the holy tempers of IAS us, 


and to learn of Him to be meet and lowly in heart, as well as ſober 


and holy in life: Would Tutors alſo diſplay to their young men in- 
tended for the Miniſtry, the various 7zward and outward dealings of 
God with the ſouls that are ſaved; ſtrive toimpreſs upon them a ſenſe 
of the utility and neceſſity of an experimental, cloſe, ſearching, ſpiri- 
tual way of preaching, and give them ſpecimens of it in n 
diſcourſes addreſſed to their hearts and conſciences. I cannot but 
think that ſuch a procedure would, thro' the bleſſing of Gop, be 
vaſtly more conducive to the grand end which the Teacher and his 
Pupils ſhould always keep in view, than reading to them lectures 
upon the ab/tru/ities of mathematics and philo/ophy, which are vain, 
empty, and unprofitable ſtudies, in compariſon of the great things 
of Gov and ſpiritual chriſtianity, which are eſſentially neceſſary 
to produce ** Scribes properly inſtructed to the kingdom of 
Heaven, + and able, ſpiritual, uſeful miniſters of the new teſ- 
tament. tf But, to return from this pardonable digreflion, old 
Ow ſhould look to themſelves, that they be not proud of a 
multitude of years, and of their hoary hairs, which demand reve- 
rence from young perſons ; eſpecially “when they are found in 
« the way of righteouſneſs.” And the aged ſhould reflect that 
the hoary head is a crown of glory, only when it is found in that 
way, § with which reigning pride cannot conſiſt ; and that thoſe 
Who live longeſt now do not attain to the age of Jacob, and much 
lefs to the days of his fathers, Jaac, Abraham and Terah. Perſons 
of abilities and learning ought to maintain a conſtant jealouſy of 
the pride of their nature, for the reaſons already mentioned. And 
as young people are in greater danger of cheriſhing this inbred foe 
to Gop and themſelves than od men, it ſtands them in hand to 
take the more heed to themſelves, that they be not proud of the 
advantages of youth. You cannot reſiſt the pride of your nature 
too carefully; with this view you had need watch, pray, and faſt 
often, that you may, after the example of St. Paul, keep under 

« your body, and bring it iu %, and keep it in ſubjeQion” {| to the 
law of Gop, and the dictates of a renewed mind. Take heed to 
. yourſelves that you be not proud of your ſtrength, nor of your 
beauty; ſeeing you know not how ſoon Gop will make your 
- « ſtrength and your beauty to conſume like a moth ; for verily 
; | «© every 
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er every man, at his beſt ſtate, is altogether vanity.“ All fleſh is 
« as graſs, and all the glory of man as the flower of the graſs: 
The graſs is ſoon withered, and the flower thereof is fallen off. + 
« As the flower of the graſs, the rich as well as the poor, and the 
« young as well as the old man ſhall paſs away. For no ſooner is 
* the {un riſen with a ſcorching heat but the graſs is dried up, and 
„the flower of it fallen off, and the beauty of its form ] is pe- 

« riſhed. §. | 
From theſe and many other paſſages of ſcripture to the ſame 
purpoſe, || as well as from daily experience and obſervation, we 
ſee how frail is human life, and how ill it becomes mankind, in 
any ſtage of it, to be proud of any thing they have, or are: For 
whatever our talents or advantages may be, we are but ſtewards 
over them, and we know not how ſoon we ſhall be ſummoned to 4 
deliver up our accounts to our great Los d and Maſter! Whatever ; 
poſſeſſions we have, they are but bororwed now, to be paid anon with K 
accounts. | 
All fin 1s deceitful, but pride is exceedingly ſo, and no leſs dan- 1 
gerous ! It is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, the original fin which has ruined if 
both men and Angels. It is common to all mankind; it is an 12. | 
finuating fewelling diſorder ; it puffeth up the mind upon every oc- q 
caſion, and mixeth with all our actions; it is predominant in the 5 
unconverted part of mankind, which, it is to be feared, is the 14 
greater part of them. There is more or leſs of it even in good | '4 
people, who are renewed, in ſome good meaſure, in the ſpirit of * 
their minds, by divine grace. It often tarniſheth their beſt per- , 
formances, and is very detrimental to ther ſpiritual intereſt, if 
they do not take great care to pray and watch againſt it; or to 
humble themſelves profoundly in the duſt at JIEsus's feet, for the 
inroads of it, when they have ſlackened the reins of ſelf-vigilance ; 
or been remiſs in reſiſting the motions of this enemy of their ſouls. 


It may be further obſerved, under this head, that, of all pride, « 
ſpiritual pride, or pride cheriſhed on account of any ſuppoſed ſu- 4 
perior ſpiritual gifts, graces, and experiences, is the worſt, the 4 


moſt odious to Gop, and moſt hurtful to the ſoul in whom 1t pre- 
vails. The reigning power of it is fatal, and will involve the foul 
in eternal deſtruction, if it be not mortiſied and ſubdued by the 
power of the divine ſpirit. 

P&x1De is a Demon that does not ordinarily go out of the ſoul, 
without earneſt prayer, humiliation and faſting. The allowed 
habitual prevalence of it can no more conſiſt with true and ſaving 
grace, than a man can be a ſervant of God and the Devil at the 
ſame time. Such is the nature of pride, that it commonly makes 
people more apt to reſent the imputation of the want of ſenſe than 
any thing elſe; and to imagine they are highly affronted, and 
greatly injured, when they are called Foors, or charged with 
want of underſtanding ; though 7ho/e are in truth the greateſt fools 
in the world, who live under the power of pride, or any evil 


temper. 
D I naD 
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I #AD no perſonal acquaintance, with the man, whoſe death 
was the occaſion of this diſcourſe, long before his deceaſe; tho' 
he knew me near thirty years ago, and had heard me at Newpors 
and elſewhere. —I converſed with him with much ſatisfaQtion ſeveral 
times ſince he made himſelf known to me. I ſeldom met with a 
perſon whoſe ſpirit and manner I liked better; he ſeemed to un- 
derſtand himſelf, and ſerious and true religion, better than many 
I have known, who made a greater ſhow, and were much more 
regarded by the world than he was, who lived deſpiſed, and un- 
noticed amidſt the obſcurity and difficulties of poverty.—I had a 
long intimate converſation with him, when I viſited him in his 
laſt illneſs. When I ſat down by him, he quickly told me that he 
was under the laſt diſpenſation of divine Providence, reſpecting 
himſelf in this life, and that he ſhould ſoon launch into the 
boundleſs ocean of eternity. It affected me much to obſerve the 
humble ſtedfaſt confidence wherewith he ſpoke of his approaching 
change; and the ſcene was ſolemn and moving! He then deſired 
me (if I could conveniently) to accompany his remains to the grave; 
and alſo requeſted me to deliver a diſcourſe from this ſubject, in 
conſequence of his death, at my leiſure. He ſaid that he had 
already ſignified theſe defires to a friend, who was to communicate 
them to me in due time; and moreover his defire to have a ſer- 
mon preached by another miniſter on the ſame occaſion, at the 
Baptiſt-Meeting at Watten, to which he belonged, from Eceleſ. xii. 
1. Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
«« the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
« ſhalt ſay, I have na pleaſure in them.”—Tho' he was no more 
than about forty years of age when he died, he had been a very 
unhealthy man moſt part of his time; and laboured under a com- 
plication of bodily diſorders (whereof he died) for ſeveral years. 

He told me with an air of ſincerity that in deſiring me to preach 
a funeral diſcourſe for him, it was moſt remote from his thoughts 
to deſire the applauſe of men, and that he propoſed only the good 
of his ſurviving neighbours ; with which view he mentioned ſeveral 
obſervations and hints of advice, which he thought proper to be 
offered to your attention on this occaſion ; and which I ſhall deliver 
to you in my own words, but in the ſame ſpirit of love and con- 
cern for your ſpiritual welfare, with which they were imparted 
to me by our dying friend. When J aſked him whether he would 
have me preach his funeral ſermon at Newport, or (in his neigh- 
bourhood) at Joun PerKins's, at Fort-hay, where I officiate ge- 
nerally once a month on Logrp's day. evenings; he anſwered, 
O, at Joun Perkins's houſe;“ adding theſe words, I am 
„% much concerned for the intereſt of religion in that little, poor, 
« deſpiſed place.” 

Hs ſhewed me that he was ſorry that he had not at all obeyed 
his Redeemer's dying command, viz, ** Do this in remembrance 
« of me;”* and confeſſed that he ought to have given himſelf 
« to the Lord, and unto his people, according to his will.“ He 


| knew 
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knew better than to lay undue ſtreſs on outward ordinances ; he 
well knew that no inſtrumental duties of religion are to be ſub- 
ſtituted to Jesvs CHrIsT, or to be made a Saviour of; never- 
theleſs he believed that theſe things ought not to be left undone ; 
but that every appointment of our Saviour, dught to be v/ed as ſuch, 
in obedience to him, as a means of grace, in true dependence on 
his efficacious blefling, for exhibiting and conveying the grace, 
which he deſigned to impart thereby. Hence he deſired me to 
caution ſuch of you as are religiouſly diſpoſed, and wiſh to ap- 
prove yourſelves in all things to be obedient to the goſpel of 
CnrIsT, not to follow his example in the omiſton of any chriſtian 
duty; and to exhort you to give your hearts and hands quickly to 
the Lox p, at his holy table; joining in the bonds of church- 
communion, with ſome religious ſociety, which appear to you f 
to be ſincere, humble, ſerious chriſtians. i 
He told me it was his defire and purpoſe to have done this long 1 
ago, and intimared at the ſame time, that his apo/ogy (which he | 
could not 7u/7ify) for not doing it, was the poverty and difficulties of 1 
his outward circumſtances, which he feared would have diſtracted 1 
his thoughts at the Lok 0's table, and hindered him to be a worthy 
and profitable partaker of the ſacrament of Jesus's body and ＋ 
blood. He alſo acknowledged that Gop might juſtly afflict him 1 
for his in, of omiſſion; but that, nevertheleſs, he was enabled to J 


believe that he would not caſt him off, nor utterly take his loving | 

kindneſs from him ; but that his ſoul ſhould find favour in his * 
fight; and that he ſhould ſoon “receive the mercy of the Lord — 
« jeſus Chriſt unto eternal life *:”” and I have been informed 4 
ſince, that he was enabled to hold faſt his confidence in the mercy * 
of Gov, and the free grace of ]Jesus Chest to the laſt; and that 3 
he ſpoke the following words, but a few hours before he died ; 4 


„ ſhall go preſently to a brave place.” Yet notwithſtanding his 42 
ſteady confidence in the divine favour, thro' a mediator, he could not 3 
but condemn himſelf ; and his reſolution was ſuch as became a /elf- l 
condemning ſinner, that did truly regret his omi{/tons, for he ſaid, if it | 1 
ſhould pleaſe God to ſpare and reſtore him to his wonted ſtate of \ 


health, which at the beſt was a very poor one, he purpoſed to give 4 

obedience to jesus CurisT, by doing thoſe things which he had | 4 
left undone: And I aſſured him that I would, for my part, re- 7 
mind him of his vows, if he and 1 did live; and this I promiſed 
to do, becauſe I till do, as I always did, believe it to be the 40 
and zntere/# of every real chriſtian, to become a complete member 
of the viſible church of Gov, in order to ſerve and glorify him 
in the beſt manner in this life; to be the more ſtrong in grace and 
comfort here; and to be made the more meet and fit for an abun- 
dant entrance into his everlaſting kingdom hereafier. 

No do I think the worſe of your late neighbour's /piritzal fate 
for confeſſing and lamenting his fins of omiſſion ; —for ſome of 
the beſt of chriſtians have diſcovered the ſame diſpoſition in regard 
to ſuch ſins. Lord forgive me my ſins of omiſſion,” was the 
dying prayer of good W Ususz, who was » ate be 

2 eſs 
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leſs renowned for his ſerious and primitive piety, than for his excellent, 
fare, and ancient learning. Ls 
I coup have freely baptiſed our deceaſed friend by /priniling, 
when I viſited him, and alſo adminiſtered the Loa o's ſupper to 
him, with pleaſing and ferwent devotion : But L did not offer to do 
either, becauſe I found he was immoveably fixed in his opinion, 
that immerſion is an eſſential mode of baptiſm ; nevertheleſs he ex- 
preſſed a chriſtian eſteem and affection for all good men, who dif- 
fer from him in their way of thinking concerning the /ubje&s and 
mode of baptiſm. He had a right to think for himſelf; but I am 
perſuaded that had the principles of his education permitted him 
to receive the /acraments even then, he would have found the 
grace of Gop ſweetly ſtirred up by thoſe ſcriptural means in his 
Paul ; he was, indeed, quite free from legal bondage, ſervile fear, 
or any terrifying r concerning his — ſtate: He 
was conſident that his Redeemer liveth, nor was the enemy per- 
mitted to invade his tranquility. Yet I cannot but think, that he 
would have been ſtill comforted and refreſhed with peculiar advan- 
tage, thro' his whole laſt illneſs, by means of 4apzi/m and the other 
ſacrament of his Redeemer's body and blood, accompanied with 
the bleſſing of him who hath ordained them to be helps to the faith, 
comfort, and holineſs of his people; if he had been at liberty to 
artake of them, / 

Our deceaſed neighbour expreſſed his thoughts freely of men and 
meaſures, which are concerned at this time in the conduct of religion. 
He deſired me to tell you that he had been fteady in his adherence to 
a go/pel-miniſtry, and a real affectionate eſteemer of all ſuch miniſ- 
ters as appeared to him to have learned of ]Jesus CHRIST to be e- 
rious and real chriſtians ; and ſuch miniſters of divers denominations, 
he acknowledged there are, who have been taught of God. The 
Lokd increaſe the number of ſuch miniſters, among all ſorts of 
profeſling chriſtians. Thoſe words of our Saviour in Matth. ix. 
37, 38. are no leſs really applicable in our days, than when he 
ſpoke them, „the harveſt truly is plenteous, but the (faithful) 
«*« labourers are few: It concerns us therefore to pray the Lord 
«© of the harveſt that he would ſend (or as the original word“ im- 
«« ports, thruſt forth labourers into his harveſt.” And the word 
here is remarkably ſignificant and expreſſive; — for the miniſtry of 
the goſpel, is (as a learned annotator ſays) “an employ not at all 
«« pleaſing to fleſh and blood: So full of reproach, labour, danger, 
and temptation of every kind, that nature may well be averſe 
« to it; thoſe who never felt this, never yet knew what it is to be 
% [abourers in CuRISTH 's harveſt.” + 


- 


It is to be wiſhed that the chriſtian and the miniſter were always 
united in every one that taketh upon him e office and miniſtration 
4 the goſpel; but our friend was perſuaded it is not ſo; and that to 

e a real chriſtian is a great thing, a greater than is commonly 
imagined, and greater than any can effect but the great Gon, 
whoſe power alone is adequate to the zezo as well as the old cre- 
ation : And in every real chriſtian there is a new creation (not a 

„ | creation 
Ed. T The Rev. Mr. Weſley's Explanatory Notes on Mat, ix. 37. 38. 


- — U! , f ff ⏑‚‚‚ m m 


E 20 + 


creation of new faculties, but of new qualities) ; for it is written “ if 
any one be in Chriſt, here is a new creation *;” i. e. in his heart: 
and it is ſo ſtiled by reaſon of the greatneſs and extent of the 
change that is made by divine grace in regeneration and converſfon. 
Hence the learned Divine juſt referred to ſays, that only the 
«« power that makes a world, can make a chriſtian. And when he 
« 1s ſo made, the old things are paſſed away even as ſnow in ſpring, 
« and behold all things are become new; his whole tenor of action 
« and converſation is new, and he lives as it were in a new world: 
« God, men, and the whole creation, Heaven, Earth, and all 
« therein, appear in a new light; and ſtand related to him in a 
% new manner, ſince he was created anew in Chriſt Jeſus .“ 
Ou departed friend knew, that in order to be a proper and 


real miniſter of Jesus CartsT, it is neceſſary for one to be a 


real chriſtian ; and that he not only preach ſound doctrine, but 


that he have alſo a tender conſcience, and not ſuch a licentious 


one as will “ ftrain at a gnat, and ſwallow a camel,“ as the b/:nd 
leaders of our Saviour's time would dot; and that it is alio re- 
quiſite that he ſhould know himſelf in ſome good meaſure, and 
reſemble his divine maſter in a ſpirit of humility, ſelf-denial, zeal 
for Gop's glory, and the great things of chriſtianity ; and in love 
to ſouls, devotion and condeſcenſion to perſons of low eſtate. 
Whence it may be obſerved, without breach of truth or charity, 
that when the whole chriſtian world come to be weighed in the 
balance of the Sanctuary, and tried by the touchſtone of the written 
word, it is to be feared the number of the truly faithful in the mini/- 
try, will be found to have been proportionably no greater than zhat 
of the upright ſpiritual worſhippers of Gop among the /aiy. 

MAN may even preach the doctrine of CHRIST, and yet 
at the ſame time be quite void of the renewing power and grace 
of God in his heart, This indeed is a no leſs awful than 7 
remark. It is very deſirable to have a ſound head in divine 
things: Nevertheleſs a head that is wrong in divers religious 
points controverted by good men, may be connected with an 
honeſt and good heart, and a right ſpirit, which is a much better 
caſe than the rewer/e; or a ſound head join'd with a bad heart and 
a wrong ſpirit. It is therefore a moſt intereſting and eſſential 
concern of both miniſters and other people, to look to themſelves, 
that they be renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, whatever quali- 
fications they may otherwiſe have. A profeſſor of religion, and 
even a miniſter of it, may have an orthodox head, and other glar- 
ing outward pretenſions with reſpect to dreſs and addreſs, clever- 
neſs, elocution, human literature, fortune, and ſuch like ; and at 
the ſame time be of a haughty, proud, contemptuous ſpirit, a 
deſpiſer of thoſe that are good, and a perſecutor as far as may lie 
in his power; and of conſequence have no more of a Chri/tiaz: 
but the mere name. Our friend obſerved, that human learning is 
a pompous pretenſion in the efimation of the world, and that it is 
ornamental, and an u/eful ſervant to religion, when employed under 


its direction; elſe he thought it to be byuriful. The abuſe of 


literature 


* 1 Mig II. Cor. u. 17 .+ Explanatory Notes upon II. Cor. v. 17. 
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literature is pernicious to themſelves and others, when N e 
of it have not grace enough to mortify the corruption of nature, 
to prevent them from being proud of zheir learning, and from 
deſpiſing others who have not that advantage. It was the ſenſe 
of our late friend, that whatever outward advantages a miniſter 
may have, and that tho” he ſhould preach the letter of the goſpel, 
yet is he but a blind leader if he be not converted, and become 
« as a little child in the fpirit of his mind *;” that thoſe who fol- 
low him without diſcernment and caution, muſts needs be alſo blind; 
and that ſuch a leader will be likely to deſtroy more ſouls by his 
ſpirit and converſation, than he will ever ſave by his doctrine. 

As cautions of this kind are ſcarce ever unſeaſonable, becauſe 
they are always neceſſary to be attended to, by ſuch as need to 
become like little children, and to be ſtill further renewed in the ſpirit 
of their mind : Hence I am perſuaded my own heart will not re- 
proach me either living or dying, nor will any good people, who 
are duly ſenſible of the moment of the ſubject, blame me for 
taking liberty on this occaſion to bear my teſtimony againſt the 
indulgence of evil tempers. This is bad in all ſorts of profeſſors ; 
but in teachers of religion, it is attended with the greateſt aggra- 
vations, and worſt conſequences. | 

IT muſt be acknowledged that there is a great difference in the 
natural ſpirits and tempers of mankind ; and tho' religion does 
not eradicate, or completely deftroy them; in the mean time, it is 
its buſineſs to correct the evil tempers, and to meliorate and 
mend the ſpirits of its ſubjects; and it will certainly do /, in ſome 
prevailing good meaſure, where it takes hold of the heart. The 
dominion at leaſt of every evil temper is demoliſhed in the true 
cordial believers of the goſpel; a bad ſpirit ſhall not bear rule in 
any real chriſtian. 

An habitually high, ſcornful, invidious, neglecting, oppoſing 
ſpirit is poiſen, and the moſt dangerous kind of poiſon : It is more 
dangerous as to the final iſſues of it, and there is reaſon to ap- 
prehend that it is more frequently fatal to fouls than even noto- 
rious ſcandalous fins: While theſe ſlay their thouſands, evil tempers, 
ſuch as pride, vain-glory, malice, eavy, party-ſpirit, bigotry, &c. 
may ſlay their ten thouſands : and notorious ſcandalous finners may 
be ſaid to go into the kingdom of Heaven before thoſe who live in 
evil tempers, becauſe the former are, generally ſpeaking, not ſo 
hard to be convinced of the evil and dangerous conſequence of 
their fins, as the latter: Hence we find our Lon Dd Carisr thus 
ſpeaking to the Chief Prieſts and the Elders of the Jews in the 
Temple: Verily I ſay unto you, that the Publicans and the 
«© Harlots ga into the kingdom of Gop before you.“ A reign- 
ing ſpirit of pride, envy, ſcorn, oppoſition, and ſuch like quali- 
ties of the old ſerpent, is contagious. This appears from that re- 
markable caution of the Apoſile to the Hebrews, <* Looking dili- 
«« gently, leſt any root of bitterneſs ſpringing up trouble you, and 
thereby many be defiledf.” In general any corruption, either 
in doctrine or practice, is “ a root of bitterneſs,” and may pollute 

| many : 
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many: But fo with an emphaſis is pride, envy, anger, hatred,+ 
undleſs ſuſpicion, and every temper contrary to love. Theſe 
are offenſive to Gay, and pernicious to the poſſeſſors of them, and 
the malignant influence of them corrupt others in their minds and 
manners. 'Theſe malignant qualities, like gall and wwormwood, 
ſprout -forth from a bitter root of corruption, derived into our 
nature from the original already mentioned; and the perſons who 
are carried away by them are like poiſonous herbs growing in a 
rden, which are not only full of deſtructive properties them- 
elves, but may aint others that are planted near them. 

AGREEABLY to theſe obſervations, we find the word HN (uſed 
in Deut. xxix. 18. to which the Apoſtle ſeems but to allude in 
Heb. xii. 15.) properly ſignifies an infectious kind of plant, which by 
its influence tains other vegetables that grow near it. 

Ws have need to be very careful to reſiſt the firſt beginnings of 
apoſtacy in the ſpirit and temper of our minds, and to converſe as 
little as poſſible with ſuch people as live in a ſpirit of ſelf-will, or 
any temper contrary to the love and juſtice which are due to all 
mankind ; becauſe perſons who intimately and frequently commune 
with ſuch people, will catch their ſpirit ere they are aware; and 
it will deſtroy their ſouls as effectually as a cancer does the body, 


if they be not convinced in their hearts in due time, of the ſin- 


fulneſs, and dangerous conſequence of it to their everlaſting peace ; 


and apply for cure to Jesus CurisT by faith and prayer; who is 


a phyſician of value, and who alone can expel the poiſon ; which in 
the mean time is continually working death in the vitals of the 
inward man. | 

Tais is the worſt and moſt dangerous kind of po:/on, as was ſug- 
geſted before, becauſe natural or proper poiſon makes the perſon, 
that takes it in any conſiderable quantity, fo fick as to alarm him, 


and put him upon ſecking means of relief, But a ſpirit of pride, 


ſelf-will, ſelf-conceit, and it's concomitant tempers, where it reigns, 
is a poiſon which (\tho' it makes it's ſubjects miſerable in themſelves 
in the mean while) deſtroys the ſoul inſenſibly. It is ſuch a ſpirit 
as leaves the poſſeſſors of it to imagine they are well as to their pri- 
tual ſtate, and that there is no danger, while they are in truth ex- 
tremely dl, and that of a diſorder which will terminate in the ſe- 
cond death, and everlaſting miſery, if they be not in due time 
pricked in their hearts for their ſins, and made ſenſible, by the holy 


ſpirit, of the true original, nature and conſequence of the wenom 


which they carry in their boſoms ; and ſeek for Healing in the way 
before mentioned, to the Sovereign Phyſician of Souls; by whoſe 
precious blood alone this, or any other ſpiritual malady, may be 

cured, | | 
Ir is well known, that it is counted a dangerous fign which 
gives apprehenſion of approaching difſolution—when one is very 
ill, and at the ſame time appears not to feel his diſorder, Si- 
milar to this is the caſe of a perſon who is the ſubje& of un- 
ſubdued reigning pride, envy, ſcorn, or any other diabolical paſ- 
ſion. A high, ſcornful, envious, oppoſing, deſpiſing, perſecut - 
ing ſpirit is a deviliſb ſpirit, which ſtands in direct oppoſition 
| + Tit. iii, 3. to 
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to the wiſdom which the Apoſtle James ſays is from above :* It is 
a ſad ſoul-diſorder, and a want of the feeling ſenſe of the real ori - 
ginal, 7 wage and dangerous conſequence of it in a ſpiritual view, in 
a miniſter, or any other man, is alſo a threatening /ymptom ; and a 
ſign of an approaching death, that is ten zhou/and times more dread- 
ful than the death of the body ; even that which is called the ,. 
cond death, which is an eternal ſeparation from the gracious and 
beatific preſence of God. 

Tas ſituation of ſuch people, as are connected with teachers of 
this ſort of ſpirit is a very unhappy one, and ſuch as makes them 
objects of great pity, whatever outward advantages they may have; 
as no outward advantages can compen/ate for the /eanne/s and iline/s, 


which evil tempers, unmortified by divine grace, produce in the 


ſoul ;—a proud oppoſing ſpirit, where it reigns, is a ſpirit of great 
ſelf. blindneſs; it perverts the judgment, and hinders one to diſ- 
cern the different nature and conſequence of things. —Perſons of 
this ſpirit may know how to conſult their temporal intereſt, and 
the preſervation of the outward man, but they have no dation of 
the ſuperior moment, and the indiſpenſable neceſſity of ſecuring the 


Intereſt of their immortal part, and working out their own ſal- 


vation with fear and trembling ;”* which includes /e/f-pre/erva- 
tion in the higheſt and trueſt ſenſe, and which above all others, moſt 
properly deſerves to be called the %% laau of nature; as is clearly 


- ſuggeſted in thoſe ever memorable words of our Saviour, What 


“ js a man profited, if he ſhould gain the whole world, and loſe 
« his own ſoul?” How wiſe ſoever they may otherwiſe be, he 
can have but a very lame notion of /e/f-pre/ervation, who ſaffer 
their ſouls to be ſtarved and loſt, whatever elſe they may gain in 
the mean time, by the gratification either of their diabolical paſ- 
ſions, or /en/ual appetites :. an habitually proud, contemptuous, 
deſpiſing ſpirit is founded in the want of ſelf-knowledge ; it is 
ambitious of power and pre- eminence; hence it is commonly a 
ſpirit of party and bigotry, and always of uncharitablengſe, which 


is rather a want of love and good will zo, than an ill opinion 7 


other people. 
— T0s8. people have on the other hand, a great advantage for 


their ſouls, and are under ſpecial obligations to a thankful im- 


provement of the BLEssINGs they have in their hands; who have 
opportunities of attending on the labours of ſuch Miniſters as not 
only preach the LETTER, but alſo the s PIR T of the goſpel, from 


a feeling ſenſe of the genuine power and efficacy of „ the truth as 


« it is in Jesvs,” upon their own hearts and ſpirits ; transforming 
their ſouls and tempers into the image of Caur1sT ; of whom all 
that profeſs to be his diſciples, are bound in duty and intereſt to 
learn to be meet and lowly in heart. He is the great Shepherd of the 
ſheep, who hath laid down his life for them, that he might give 
them his holy ſpirit, to make them like unto himſelf, and crown 
them with eternal life and glory. | 

- Ours Loa p ſpake thus, on a certain occafion, e to the multi- 


e tude and to his diſciples; ſaying, The Scribes and Phariſees fit in 
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« Moſes's Seat: All therefore, whatſoever they bid you, obſerve and do; 
« But do not ye after their works ; for they ſay and do not. Ne- 
vertheleſs, our Lok o calls theſe 1 EACHERS BLIND LEADERS, and 
as ſuch bids his diſciples not to trouble themſelves about them, nor 
be concerned whether they were offended and pleaſed, and much 
leſs to have any intimate connection with them. Let them alone, 
« (ſays he) they be BLIND LEAaDERs of the blind: For if the 
blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall into the ditch + ; Which ditch 
is Hell, a deep ditch, out of which there is no redemption. 

I TH1s moment recollect a no leſs ju than awfu} obſervation, 
which I heard an eminent, learned, and pious Miniſter 5 deliver 
in preaching before an ass0c1taTiOoNn of Miniſters, about forty 
years ago, in South-Wales ; viz. ** that blind unfaithful Minitters 

„ muſt for ever abide the hotteſt flames in Hell.“ 

You will do well to follow your late neighbour in whatever was 
commendable in him. He was ſenſible that perſons of different 
ſocieties and denominations attend on my miniltry in this place; 
And the chriſtian diſpoſition and ſpirit, of which he ſee:ned to 
be poſſeſſed, together with the hints he deſired me to offer to your 
ſerious attention on this occaſion, conſtrain me to adviſe you to take 
care that you do not indulge reſpect of perſons, nor the narrowne/s 
of party-ſpiritand bigotry in the proſecution of religion; but ſolicit- 
ouſly pray for a chriſtian diſcerning ſpirit, that, in a temper of be- 
nevolence to all mankind, (which is the eſſential idea of charity) 
you may be able to diſtinguiſh, and chooſe to follow, ſuch as be 
truly chriſtian miniſters, whoſe doctrine, ſpirit, ſelf-denial, ſympa- 
thy with the poor, condeſcenſion to perſons of lou degree, and ex- 
emplary converſation, appear to concur to point out the road to 
Heaven, and to direct and further you in the way everlaſting. 

IT was the ſentiment of your friend, that you ſhould not neglect 
to attend on your own re/peive paſtors, whom you have choſen to 
admoniſh you, to break to you the bread of life, and to pray and 
watch for your ſouls, when they officiate ; and that you may at 
other times, take liberty (as he did himſelf) to embrace opportu- 
nities of hearing any other miniſters whoſe doctrine, ſpirit and 
converſation, appear to be agreeable to the goſpel of CHRIST. 

He ſignified that this had been always his PIN CIT LE. — When he 
communicated his mind to me he ſpoke in the light of death, and 
as a dying man, He was much for having people to keep conſtant 
to the faithful miniſters of their own choice, and to ſtrengthen 
their hands by all proper means, particularly by attending on 
their miniſtrations, and by obeying them in all things in the 
Lon v. Accordingly, the charge to Miniſters (which neceſſarily 
implies the duty of their hearers) is to teach their people to 
© obſerve all things whatſoever CHN Is T hath commanded themt:”? 
And the people of their care are expreſsly enjoined to“ obey them 
5 that have the rule over them, and watch for their ſouls z || and 
to eſteem them very highly in love, for their works ſake.” ““ 

nes 

* Mat. Xxili. 1, 2, 3. + Mat, xv. 14. 5 That Father in Chriſt the Rev. Mr. 


., Lewis Jones, who lately died at Roſs, in Herefordſhire, 1 Mat. xXxviii. 20, 
{| Heb. xiii, 17. ** 1, Theff, v. 13. 
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' Tazs5z remarks remind me of a good obſeryation, made by. the 
eſent ingenious Biſhop of Glecefter, in a. charge which... heard 
Pim deliver to his Clergy at a, TRIENNIAL; Vifitation ſome years 
ago. His Lordſhip obſeryed, that,. among the multitude of 
Teachers of diverſe ſorts and opinions, with which this, age is 
diſtinguiſhed, it greatly concerns the Lait,y (or the, people that 
attend on them) carefully ta read the I themſelves, and zo 
fearch the law and the teſtimony; in order to be able to ſee with 
their own eyes whether thoſe things are ſo, and whether zho/e 

they hear do./peat and act as the oracles ꝙ Gojln. 
To their immortal honour, it is recorded of the people of Berea, 
that ** they were more noble than thoſe of Theſſalonuica, in that 
they ſearched the ſcriptures daily, that they, might know 
whether thoſe things they heard were true, and conſonant to the 
written word. Nor is it but the neceſſary duty and wiſdom of all 
other people that profeſs the religion of IEsUs CHRIST, to imi- 
tate the noble Bereans herein, that they may not be deceived or 
miſled by Noyices, or any that are unſkilful in the word of 

„ righteouſneſs.” F CE en a et robe eco] 
I RemEnBER my learned author, on, the ſaid occaſion, very 
properly enforced his-obſervations and cloſed his di/cour/e..to his Re- 
verend Audience, with that pious aud devout. wiſh of the, Fewi// 
Legiſlator ; via. Would Gop, that all the LoxD's people were 
«« prophets!” And it is indeed to be wiſhed that all forts of peo- 
ple, high and low, rich and poor, from the Prince to the meaneſt 
peaſant, were /o far prophets, and bleſt with ſo much of the ſpirit 
of the Lox p 5 as to be able truly to diſcern the Ling, or anlike- 
F . neſs 

. * Acts xvii. 11. + Num. ii. 29, 8 

I have heard it ſaid, that “real Chriſtians are F EE-MA SONS to one ano- 
« ther.”” I am no FREEZ-MA SON; yet, I think, the obſervation is not entirely 
without foundation, When real Chriſtians come to confer intimately together 
about religion, and to compare notes and experiences, they judge very near 
the matter of one another's ſpiritual ſtate. To allude to Solomon's obſervation, 
* as in water face anſwereth to face, ſo does the heart of one true Chriſtian 
to another. Whether Fxtr-MASONS may be deceived or not by pretenders to 
their brotherhood, I cannot ſay: And tho' real Chriſtians may be miſtaken in 
each other's ſtate, in conſequence of intimate mutual converſation concerning 
it: Nevertheleſs, I believe the reverſe is generally the caſe x the living. members 
of Cxx1sT's myſtical body generally judge aright of each other's relation te and 
intereſt in Him, upon a cloſe ſincere conference with one another concerning 
their faith and experiences; becauſe all truly chriftian people are partakers of 
the ſame faith as Cua sr: They have alſo been made to drink into, and they 
are all (at leaſt) in the habit and tenor of life led by the ſame ſpirit F of Cys 187. 
Tho” good men are not infallible, yet, as having the ſpirit, of Gop in it's en- 
lightening, guiding, and renewing grace, they know incomparably more than 
others concerning true religion, and fpiritual things: And hence they are better 
known to one another than to the world, They know the people of the world, 
but theſe do not know them: They know the ſpirit, ; ſtate, and ways of the 
world; but the children of this world, (all whoſe happineſs lies in it) tho” 
they know the outward perfons of ſerious real chriſtians, they are quite igno- 
rant of their divine extraction, motives, principles, and privileges: They do 
not know that they are the children of a King; that they are born again, and 
made partakers of a divine nature, and that they are begotten unto a 0 


+ 1, Cor, xij, 13. þ Gal. v. 18, 
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20% of the Miniſters of religion to lasvs Cuatisr, in doctrine, 
ſpirit,” life and converſation; and that they would take care to 


follow Miniſters, or any other men in theſe things, no farther than 
they follow their pins Mas TRR, who is the Supreme Shepherd 


and Biſhop of Souls, and the Head of his Church. —— << O that 


all the Miniſters and people of our go/pel-land were wiſe, that they 


« would underſtand” this, and conſider /eriou/ly their latter end, 

the future Judgment of the Great Day, and their eternal ſtate!“ 
Tus blindneſs” of the Scribes and Phariſees of our Saviour's 
time upon earth conſiſted in 1gnorance of themſelves and of Him, 
and of the fpirituality and extent of the divine law; and withal 
in reſting in external obſervances. Hence, they rejected the ti 2 
Mess1aH4 that ſhould come, and his everlaſting righeouſneſs; 
would” not have him to rule in, and reign over them, but hated, 
ſpited, and at length maliciouſly crucified and flew the Lox Þ of 
Flory. And I ſpeak it in a ſpitit of real benevolence to all man- 
Find, too SIMILAR to the caſe of thoſe people, is that (I wiſh I 
may not truly ſay) of many profeſſing Chriſtians, who, how well 
ſoever they may be thought of by the world, are but the Seribes 
and Phariſees of our time. Such are all thoſe profeſſors of religion 
of all denominations,” whether they be leaders or followers, who are 
ſtrangers at home; ſtrangers to the plague and deceitfulneſs of their 
own hearts, and the various corruptions of their nature as fallen 
creatures.* = They are ſpiritually blind, who live in the darkneſs 
of any fin, whether 1nward or outward ; in want of true benevo- 
lence or juſtice to any child of man, or under the dominion of any 
evil temper or -paſſion whatſoever. They are blind, be their 
abilities ever ſo great, who live in the violation or breach of the 
golden rule of juſtice, which was admired and practiſed by hea- 
thens, but is too commonly diſregarded by profeſſing chriſtians — 
| PET TR Pp 5 D 2 They 


hope, “ by the reſurrection of Jesus CurrsT from the dead; to an inherit- 
« ance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in Hea- 
« yen ſor them who are kept by the power of Gop, thro? faith unto ſalvation}.”* 
It may be moreover obſerved here, that the faithful followers of CuR IST have 
the following cyuaracTERISTICS :— They are apt to thiak better of one ano- 
ther than of themſelves ; they h. all fin with irrecencileable hatred, becaule it 
is odious to Gop, and 2ppoſite to the purity and holineſs of his nature. They 
indulge no vice or iniquity, even in thought, without ſubſequent godly forrow 
and regret for it; and if they fall into fin, they will rife again by true repent- 
ance. They are fincere lovers and worſhippers of the Loxp Jesvs CurisT; 
and they love one another affectionately for his ſake. 

t Tuvs ſpeaks a FRENCH Divixe of the corruption of human nature, — 
* Amyraldus in ea ſententia eft, ut putet non modo in rebus ſupernaturalibus & que ad 
cultam divinum pertinent; ſed etiam in civilibus, atq; moralibus, corruptionem nature 
bominum, tantam eſſe aty; deploratam, ut fi Drus ſibi permitteret, nemo ſit, qui non 
es neguitiæ perveniat, ut cum perditiſſimis, ate; profligatiſſimis comparari paſſit. 

| | ID». AMYRALD. DECLAR. p. 5. 

I. e. Such is the univerſal rx aviTy of the human nature, thro' the fall of 
our firſt parents, that, were it not for the free grace of Gop, which (by re- 
ſtraining or renewing, or both) makes the difference, all mankind would be 
not only alike pryRAVvED in religious principle and practice, but alſo-equally 
corrupt and profligate in their morals, and all manner of converſation. 
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They are blind, tho” they were Latin, Greek, and Hebrew Scholars, 
who are carried by ſelf-will, ſelf-intereſt, or any irregular appetite 
or paſſion, to ſtrive to make black look whe, or white look Slacł. 
How blind is corrupt nature when not renewed or reſtrained by 
divine grace! Nothing but ſome inexcuſable corruption can make 
any to incur the woe denounced by the prophet Jaiab againſt thoſe 
«« that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkneſs for light, 
„and light for darkneſs ; that put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for 
«« bitter; and that are wiſe in their own conceit, and prudent in 
their own ſight 5.“ The woeful ſtate of ſuch people as theſe 
is founded in — and want of a diſcerning sENSE, and 
inſight in ſpiritual things, in things that accompany ſalvation. They 
are blind, whether they be preachers or hearers, or whatever their 
outward circumſtances are, who are inſenſible of the depth of the 
fall, and of the breadth and length, the extent and ſpirituality of 
Gop's law. Theſe are alſo ſpiritually blind, as of conſequence 
they are ignorant of the neceſſity and glory of the reacemer, and un- 
experienced in the goſpel- way of ſalvation. 

Ix ſhort, let profeſſing chriſtians ſtand in what relations they 
will other ways, if they reſt in an outward pr. C eſſion of religion, 
or any outward ordinances that are autuoriſed by the goſpel, with- 
out a new heart, and a new ſpirit, their ſpiritual condition is not a 
whit better than that of the Scrx1BEs and PHARISEES of old; nor 
are they leſs really blind in regard to the grand intents and pur- 
poſes of ſalvation, than thoſe wretched profeſſors were, concerning 
whom CrRr1sT ſpeaks to his diſciples in Mat. v. 20. „ Venily | 
« ſay unto you, that except your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the 
*© righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe | 
s enter into the kingdom of Heaven.” It is no wonder that ſuch : 
profeſſors as theſe hate, ſpite, and oppoſe the truly humble, ſelf- : 


denying ** followers of the Lamb,” B:cavse they are blind; nor 
is it, for the ſame reaſon, any wonder that the properties juſt men- 
tioned ſhould preclude them from obeying the goſpel of Jzsvs 
CHRisT, and embracing Him as exhibited therein, for their 
& wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption.” 7 
I nave further to remark to you on this occaſion, that our de- 3 
parted friend obſerved a n1isoxDER under the ſun which is to be q 
regretted ; viz. young men careſſed and puffed off, and aged fait - 
ful miniſters,” who have borne the heat and burden of the day in 
the Loxp's vineyard, deſpiſed and vilified. Thoſe profeſſing 
Chriſtians, who are chargeable with this ſpirit and conduct, betray . 
a deficiency both of wiſdom and of religion ; and it may be ob- 
ſerved that CARNAL woT1vEs are too commonly at the bottom of 
it, on the part both of the careers and the careſed. No young 
miniſters can approve this manner of mankind, who apply it to 
themſelves, as they ought to do, and duly conſider what ſort of 
compliments they themſelves may expect to meet with in their turn 


from the world, (which is prone to court the rifing ſun) when they 
are advanced in years, 


THERE 
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Tatar would be no 8 for theſe obſervations, if profeſſing 
Chriſtians did generally believe the goſpel in their hearts: If they 
did /o, they would be fo free from pride, vain- glory, and every 
temper contrary to love, as to be at fiberty effectually to conſider, 
that to abuſe or ſlight any one, whom Jesvs CurisT has ſent to 
preach the goſpel, is irreligious and wicked ; and that it is ſuch a 
ſpirit and behaviour as he will not fail to animadvert upon, and 
reſent, either in his providence here or in the future and final judg- 
ment hereafter. But while perſons are governed by any paſſion 
that is not truly chriſtian, or prefer any outward thing to ſerious 
piety, and the life and power of religion in the ſoul, it is no won- 
der they forget that it is written, «* He that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth 
« me, and he that deſpiſeth me deſpiſeth him that ſent me,” tho” 
the mouth of the Lox p himſelf hath ſpoken it.“ They therefore 
(be they who they will) who ſlight or deſpiſe the meaneſt miniſter 
of Jesus CHarisT, whom he hath called, inclined, and deter- 
mined to minifter under him in holy things, “ deſpiſe not man, 


« but Gop,” even Cx Is H who is truly Gop, as well as man and 


Him that /ent him, that is The FaTHER. Nor will it hence follow 
that ſuch miniſters are either the FaTaHer or CHRIST, any more 
than that his faithful followers and choſen people are Cnurisr 
himſelf in a proper literal ſenſe ; becauſe he is repreſented as thus 
ſpeaking to them in the great day of judgment. I was an hun- 
«« gred, and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me 
« drink ; I was a ſtranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye 
« clothed me; I was ſick, and ye viſited me; I was in priſon, and 
«« ye came unto me.” But the ground of theſe aſſertions is this: 


CarisT's faithſul miniſters are his ambaſſadors, and all his rege- 


nerate people are members of that myſtical body, his church, whoſe 
living head of all-gracious and divine influence he is to all the in- 
tents of eternal ſalvation ; and theſe are ſo dear to him, (being the 
purchaſe of his body and blood) that, as he explains himſelf, 
he reckons and reſents what is done to them as done to himſelf ; 
for it is written, that “the King ſhall anſwer and ſay, Verily I ſay 
* unto you, in as much as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt 
« of theſe my brethren, ye have done it uato me ft.” 

You late neighbour rejoiced to ſee ſuch young miniſters as were 
promiſing for ſerious religion and uſefulneſs in their day and gene- 
ration, and wiſhed them every proper 2dvantage, and good ſucceſs 
to their miniſtrations : But he found an union, flavour, ſpiritual 
experience, light, and edification in the miniſtry of godly men 
advanced in years, which cannot ordinarily be met with, nor 
indeed expected in the performances of young miniſters ; to whom 
nevertheleſs he wiſhed due encouragement, if promiſing in the re- 
ſpects before-mentioned ; tho' he thought it wrong and prepoſterous 
to prefer them to ſuch as are Fathers in CHRIST, and in years. 
To ſhew that reſpe& to the young which is due to the aged, is as 
unreaſonable and unſcriptural as it is for young perſons to di/regard 
the Apoſtle's injunction: - Likewiſe ye younger ſubmit yourſelves 

| to 
Luke x. 15, 1 Mat, xxv. 35, 36. f Mat. xxv. 40. || I. Pet. v. 5, 
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« to the elder “.“ This counſel is fo rational, that Seniones 
Palo ts was a maxim of a heathen man, Who would have the 
Srievily given ta Sens... a 
Having now delivered to you the counſels and ſentiments of 
your deceaſed neighbour ( interſperſed with my own remarks) as near 
as I can recolle& them from his converſation with me, I muſt fur- 
ther obſerve to you, that he expreſſed a great concern for your ſpi- 
ritual welfare, a particular eſteem for John Perkins and his family, 
and earneſt wiſhes that the PREACHING in this place might be 
ſucceeded of Gon to your eternal falvation : Nor do I doubt but 
that he daily offered his defires to God, in interceſſion for you at 
the throne of the heayenly grace. era aps dan 
Wurd I meet with perſons who appear to have had a real con- 
cern awakened in them about their ſpiritual ſtate, and to have been 
no leſs willing in the day of divine power to be ſaved from fin than 
from Hell, in the way of a living faith in Car1sT, and true re- 
pentance; I am apt to aik them, if I have opportunity, (with a 
view to remind them /, and to ſtrengthen what Gob has wrought 
in them) by what means and when they have been convinced, 'and 
pricked in their hearts with a ſenſe of their loſt ſtate as fallen crea- 
tures, and of their abſolute need of Jesus Cnhaisr to heal their 
ſouls, to deliver them from the wrath which 1s ſure to come upon 
all that die in their fins; and to open the kingdom of Heaven for 
them, that, when they have finiſhed their courſe in this world, 
they may be admitted into it, and be with CurisT for ever? In 
anſwer to theſe ixQu1R1Es our Jacob told me that he had a pious 
- mether, who, it ſhould ſeem from the ſubſequent account, was made 
of Gop a ſpiritual mother, and a preacher of righteouſneſs to her 
own ſon. How deſirable is it that all mothers were ſo to their 
own offspring ! If they were, what a hopeful generation of chil- 
dren ſhould we have, who would be likely to become real Chriſt- 
90, and uſeful exemplary members both of civil and religious 
ociety, | 
IT 7 an encouraging obſervation, that moſt, if not all the chil- 
dren mentioned in the note below, became ſeriouſly pious, and 
exemplarily religious in their day and generation: Some of Gow 
| ave 


A1 Pet. v. 5. | 

+ The wenerable and learned Mr. Joux Wesr xy in one of his Journals ſays, 
that his Mother was a preacher of righteouſneſs to her own children and ſervants; 
and that in the abſence of his Father (if no other more proper perſon was pre- 
ſent) ſhe officiated herſelf in her family mornings and evenings, May many miſ- 
treſſes of families go and do likewiſe, Such pious women as do ſo, rather than 
let the family go to bed without family-prayer, ſhould be counted worthy of 
double honour, It is not improbable, that Mrs. Susannan WESTE did 
herein but follow the example ſet her by her own mother, who was the <vife of a 
man of no leſs note than the pious and Rev. Dr. SamuEr Ax N TSI Y, who 
was a non-conforming miniſter of the firſt rank among two thouſand honeſt 
men, who were caſt out of the miniſtry of the church and their livings, on St. 
BAN THOLONMFEw's-DAx in the la century, by force of the Ad of Uniformity ; 
and which will be always a pisTiNGuisnED day in the annals of this king- 
dom; as that on which the capiral * in religion commenced in this na- 
tion, in conſequence of the ſaid act; which has ſince been a soukcE of great 
difficulties and ſufferings to many worthy men and their families. 
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have been 2 intruments of turning many profligate ſinners to 


righteouſneſs ; and they ſlill continue to go on, indefatigably ex- 


erting their endeayours to ſave ſouls from /i and Hell. 

Tag r are the grand ſen of two very able and learned men, 
who (in a numerous and, goodly company of whom no man need 
to be aſhamed) were turned out of the miniſtry of the eſtabliſhed 
church and their livings, by an act of Parliament for zon-conformity 
in 1662, "0 i} 1 24 115.4 44 EY K+ 

Our departed friend told me, that the topic of his mother's 


diſcourſe, wich which he was firſt ſtruck, was eTzRNITY ; and 


that ſhe was then fitting at her door, /etting. wires, which is a com- 
mon employment of poor women and children in that neighbour- 
hood. He ſaid, that ſhe expatiated on that zremeadous ſubject till he 
quaked and trembled, 'tho' he was but a ch Nor was the awful 
theme, I preſume, long together out of his thoughts afterward, as 
long as he lived. Happy are the children that are awakened and 
converted in their childhood ; if they live, they are like to bring 
forth much fruit to the praiſe and glory of Gop, the credit of reli- 
gion, the benefit of the world, and the church of Cariss ; they 
are alſo in the way to have the beſt enjoyment of the preſent life, 
and to enter with greater advantage on tlie next, when they have 
finiſhed their courſe here upon earth. 

Tre ſubject that was bleſt to awaken our departed friend, is of 
a peculiarly ſtriking nature, and has been of happy uſe to awaken 
many careleſs finners, and to. quicken the faithful in the chriſtian 
life. One told me that he has been lately roy/ed out of his carnal 
ſecurity (in which he apprehended no danger) by hearing the Rev. 
pious and ſelf-denying Mr, Rowt and Hill preach ETEXNITY! 
and I pray Gop, that perſon may never fall aſleep in fin again; 
but that the convictions of his loſt ſtate as a fallen creature, may 
end in a thorough converſion to Gop, and a holy life, from the 
love and practice of fin; that he may be an eternal partaker of the 
inheritance of the ſaints in the [glorious light of heaven, in virtue 
of the ſole mediation and merits of JesUs CURIST. 


Eternity! thou pleaſing dreadful thought!“ Caro. 


Eternity is indeed a pleaſing thought to ſuch as have a well- 
grounded hope of an intereſt in Cyr1sT, and a covenant-claim to 
ſalvation in his right: but to the ungodly, or fuch as have no luch 
hope, it is the moſt terrible cutting thought that can be, if duly 
attended to! I have heard of one man, who was ſo affected with 
the thoughts of eternity, that he could not lie in his bed when e 
ſeized his attention, but was forced to ri/e and walk about the 
room. And bleſſed be Gov that any of mankind are awakened, and 
ſtirred ap to attend to their duty by the conſideration of eternity. 
It is infinitely better to be zerrified now by the thoughts of the eter- 
nity of hell-torments, than to be left to remain ſecure, till the ſlen- 
der, frail thread of life breaks, and lets the ſoul drop by the weight 
of her own guilt into that place of everlaſting puniſhment, out of 
which there is no redemption, 
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L 34 ] 
peaks an excellent ſpiritual bard, upon viewing the cu 
and bones of the dead in a charnel-houſe : | 


Tu us 


Tast ſkulls, what ghaſtly figures now ! 
How loathſome to the eyes ! 

Theſe are the heads we lately knew 
$0 beauteous and ſo wiſe, 


But where the ſouls, thoſe deathleſs things, 
That left this dying clay ? | 

My thoughts now ſtretch out all your wings, 
And trace eternity. 


O that unfathomable ſea ! | 
Thoſe deeps without a ſhore ! 

Where living waters gently play, 
And fiery billows roar. 


Thus muſt we leave theſe banks of life, 
And try this doubtful ſea : 

Vain are our groans, and dying ſtrife, 
To gain a moment's ſtay. 


There we ſhall ſwim in heav'nly bliſs, 
Or ſink in flaming waves ; | 

While the pale carcaſe thoughtleſs lies 
Among the ſilent graves. 


Some hearty friend ſhall drop a tear 
On our dry bones, and ſay, 

«© Theſe once were ſtrong as mine appear, 
« And mine muſt be as they.” 


Thus ſhall our mould'ring members teach 
What now our ſenſes learn : 
For duſt and aſhes loudeſt preach | 
Man's infinite concern. Wars. 


ETERNITY, attentively conſidered, tends either to tranſport the 
ſoul with raptures of joy, or to diſtract her with dread and horror! 
To the true believer in the exerciſe of faith, ETErniTY is a tranſ- 
porting joyful thought ! but to an awakened ſinner, who has not 
come to CHRISH by a living faith, or to one that is thus come to 
him, but does not apprehend his intereſt in him, it is a moſt dread- 
ful terrifying idea: it is more or leſs ſo to all ſuch ſincere chriſtians 
as are weak in faith. As there were heretofore believers, who 
were all their life-time ſubje& to bondage through fear of 
% death ;”* ſo there are timorous believers ſtill, whom CHRIST will 
deliver and ſave, as he did the former. The object of their fear is 


not 


* Heb. i, 15. 
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Eternity! Eternity! how are my thoughts loſt and my ſpirit over- 
whelmed within me, when 1 ſet myſelf to contemplate thy vaſt 


boundleſs duration; and to confider how weighty and infinite a 


concern thou arr to all ſorts of men that are capable of diſcerning 
between coop and Evil, between RIGHT and wrRoNnG, and what 
is pleaſing or diſpleaſing to Gop ! Eternity, what is ic but a ſtate 
or duration, which admits of neither change or period for ever! a 
ſtate of inexpreſſible, endleſs happineſs or miſery ! happineſs in the 
enjoyment, or miſery in the % of the cHier coop of intelligent 
creatures—the loſs of the gracious preſence of God and Chriſt for 
ever; HAPPINESS In the enjoyment of infinite love, or ais ER in 
the ſuffering of endleſs pain and ſorrow : Of one of theſe every 
child of man muſt be the ſubje& for ever and ever. Eternity is a 
THEME which we cannot poſſibly form an adequate conception of. 
There is an end to this world, and all that is in it; but Eternity 
is ““ a lane without a turning,” and to which there is no end! 
There 1s a number to the ſtars in the firmament of heaven, tho? 
we cannot count it—there is a f/ and a laſt ſtar, and there is an 
end to the number of them. There is a fr/ and a /aft ſana on the 
ſea-ſhore ; and there is an end to the number contained in the aſto- 
niſhing Boundary of the great waters, over which the roarin 
waves thereof cannot paſs. There is a number to the piles of 7 
which now are, have been ſince the creation, and ſhall be to the 
end of the world; nevertheleſs there was a f, and ſhall be a la 
ſpire of graſs. There is a number to the grains of corn in all the 
harveſts over the whole earth from the beginning to the end of the 
world; and there is an end to that number; there was a , and 
there will be a Ia grain in that su, how great ſoever it may be. 
Of all the drops of rain, that ever did fall, or ſhall yet fall upon 
the earth, from the foundation of the world to the final coxnria- 
GRATION, there is a zumber, and we can conceive a firſt and la/# 
drop in that calculation. Of all the children of men that have 
been, are, and ſhall be upon earth ; of all the hairs of their heads, 
and of all their thoughts, there 1s a number ; and, as there was a 
firſt, ſo we can conceive there will be a laßt man, a laſt hair, and a 
laſt thought, in this life! Moreover, ſhould the vaſt canopy of the 
heavens over our heads be written all over with figures by the hand 
of an angel, there would be a number to thoſe figures, and an end 
to the ſum of them; there would be a fi and a /aff figure; but to 


Eternity there is no number, no laſt, no bound, no end ;—an in- 


finite number is a centradidion in terms; and therefore there is, 
properly ſpeaking, no ſuch thing as an infinite number, Were all 
the numbers now mentioned thrown together into one ſum, how 
great ſoever the ſum ToTAL might be, it would admit of no com- 
pariſon with eternity, to which inrixiTY,' in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 
is eſſential ; as it would be nothing comparatively to a duration 
which knows no bound, no number, no end, no laſt! It is this Eter- 


nity, my dear bearers, throws infinite weight-into human exiſtence, 


and 


not ſo much death itſelf, as the STERN ITT which ſucceeds it. 0 


6 

and all its moral concerns: it is this puts inexpreſſible weight into 
all your thoughts, words, works, and ways: as it is ETzzniTY 
that will give the- awful and infinite moment to the ſcales of the 
future judgment; what gives the greateſt weight poſib/e, to the 
judgment of the great and laſt day is, that it will be eternal 
judgment :” It is Eternity that gives infinite conſequence to the joys 
and felicities of heaven ; for what, alas! would theſe be, were they 
not eternal? Hence it is called . eternal life! eternal glory! a ne- 
te ver-fading crown, an everlaſting kingdom! and pleaſures flow- 
&« ing for evermore !*? 

And this is what the Scripture exhibits as the perfection of heaven, 
viz. that its happineſs is eternal—it is the crowning perfection of 
the happineſs of the ſaints, that they ſhall be “ for ever with the 
Lok p + ;—to be with the Loa b in the pracious ſenſe, in which 
humble, holy, faithful men are with "oo, 2s upon earth, is /aveet ; 
to ſtand in his preſence, to draw near his mercy-ſeat, and to have 
ſenſible communion with the Father of ſpirits here, is good and e- 
licitating ; but to be with Hm in heaven rox zvzx, makes their 
felicity and their joy exquiſitely ſatisfaftory | Who can imagine the 
ſatisfaction and perfr&ion, which the thought ror Ever will add to 

the future bleſſedneſs of good men ?—-It is brave to have heaven upon 
earth in ſenſible tokens of Goy's favour, and the manifeſtations of his 
reconciled countenance to the ſoul that ſeeks him; but what is this to 
a HEAVEN In HEAVEN, and the heaven of heaven, which is heaven 
without interruption, without intermiſſion, without imperfection, and 
which is beſt of all, without fin, and without end ? It is the top of the 
ſaints happineſs in heaven, that it will be ever/a/ting, and that they 
ſhall go no more out f. To be for ever with the Lox p,“ is but 
a ſhort ſentence ; but it is impoſſible for us perfectly to conceive 
the happineſs which is contained in it. It is to be for ever in the 
boſom of our heavenly Father's love; for ever in the neareſt views 
of Jeſus's glory; to be for ever joined with an innumerable company 
of angels, in loving, praiſing, admiring, adoring ſovereign and free 
2 and in ſinging HALLELVUIAS to God and the Lamb! to 
be for ever ſwallowed up in the divine love, the divine life, the 
divine will, the divine preſence, and the divine fulneſs! to be for 
ever delivered from inbred fin and corruption, into an impaſſibility 
of ſinning, will be happineſs ſo great, that the poſſeſſors of it can 
have no room to wiſh it to be greater; nothing but the actual feel- 
ing enjoyment of it can afford a full conception of the felicity and 
joy of ſuch a ſituation, as the ſaints will find themſelves in hereaf- 
ter, in the kingdom of heaven! 
On the other hand, as it is this word ErRRNIT x that adds infi- 
nite ſatisfaction and ſweetneſs to the happineſs of the righteous in 
the kingdom of their heavenly Father hereafter, /o it. is but this 
ſame thought that adds infinite weight and infinite Fo to the pu- 
niſhment of the damned in BILL; the burden of their puniſhment 
is, and ever will be, that it is ever/aſting puniſhment, Ihe moſt in- 


fHeb. vi. a. + 1 Theſ, iv. 7. f Rev. ii. 12. 
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tolerable part of the doom of thoſe who die in their fins, on the 
great day of accounts, will be, that „ they ſhall go away into ever- 
laſting puniſhment *.” As heaven would be no heaven if its hap- 
pineſs were not everlaſting, ſo hell would be no hell, if the tor- 
ments of it were not eternal. This is the circumſtance that gives 
peculiar force to the terrors of the Lon b, for awakening and per- 


ſuading ſinners to be ſaved ; and it is this gives intolerable bitter- 


neſs to the ſecond death, viz. that it will have no end! Accord- 
ingly it is written, that in hell «© the worm (which is conſcience) 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched +.” 

„ O Eternity ! Eternity ! (ſays a learned and pious writer) thou 
«« canſt be meaſured by no ſpace of time, nor comprehended by any 
„ human intellect! how unconceivably doſt thou augment the 
« torments of the damned.“ Again he ſays, O Eternity, Eter- 
« nity ! thou, and thou alone, doſt aggravate the torments of the 


«« damned beyond all meaſure!” The parpneſs, extent, and uni- 


werſality of the miſery of the damned, in the place of torment, are 
properties that make it inexpreſſibly and inconceivably great; but, 
alas! alas! it is the eternity of it that makes it moſt of all intelera- 
ble : not only to be baniſhed from Gop and CHRIST, from the ſole 
ſource of true happineſs, but to be banihhed for ever! not only to 
be driven from the beatific viffon of the God-Man JIEsuUS Currsr, 
but to be driven from it for ever! This, this is the moſt cutting 
thought of all, and the moſt full of anguiſh ! 


War to be baniſh'd from my life, 

And yet forbid to die! ! 
To linger in eternal pain, 

Yet death for ever fly! 


«« O wretched ſtate of deep deſpair!” O doleful! to dwell with 
everlaſting burnings ! to be ever burning, and yet never conſumed! 


to live for ever in the flames kindled and maintained by the fire of 


Infinite juſtice, and the righteous curſe of the broken law of an in- 
finitely pure and holy Go! to ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire! 
to be ſinning and rebelling againſt the Almighty for ever, and for 
ever bearing the puniſhment of it! to be for ever ſinning, and for 
ever ſuffering the juſt inflictions of an offended righteous Gov, in 
the dreadful regions allotted for the devil and his angels! This is 


a terrible and heart-rending truth to ſuch finners as duly attend to 
it: this makes the very thoughts of hell intelerable to awakened ſin- 


ners in this life, and this will make hell-puniſhment much more ſo 
to thoſe that go into it. To be ſuffering the wrath of Gop for 
ever, is a miſery exceeding the capacity of any mortal man fully to 
conceive, and muſt needs make ſuch as endure it exquiſitely miſe- 
rable! Gop grant, if it be his bleſſed will, that none of you may 
ever know what it is by experience / 1 - 
As the contemplation of theſe zremendoxs truths was bleſt to awak - 
en the attention of your deceaſed neighbour to his ſpiritual ſtate, 
Matth. xxv. 46, + Mark ix, 44. E 2 and 
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and the things of his everlaſting peace; I pray Gov that the ſame 
argument may have a /milar effect on ſuch of you as remain in an 
wnconverted ſtate:— If you will not be moved by the conſolations of 
Gop, and the grace of the goſpel, Gop grant that you may be 
alarmed by the terrors of the Lox b, and awakened to earneſt. 
prayer and ſerious thinking, by the terrible denunciations of juſ- 
tice againſt impenitent ſinners ; that y-u may ſeek, and that it may 
be given you of Gop truly to repent, and to believe the goſpel in 
your hearts, to the ſaving of your ſouls! 

Tho' it was remarked, as the peculiar miſery of the angadly un- 
der affliction, that they have no covenant-reconciled Gon to cry to, 
yet is their caſe not deſperate. You, who are as yet bound with 
the chain of your ſins, have a reconcileable Gop to call upon in diſ- 
treſs; and as you cannot do / cell in any other way, you ought 
to ſeek Gov in the day of trouble; and if you will bow down be- 
13 fore him; if you will 4% 7he rod, and humble yourſelves in the 
1 duſt under it at his feet, ſo merciful is the King of Iſrael, that he 
IH will not deſpiſe your cries, nor reject your ſuit. Behold an illuſ- 
£38 trious proof of this in the caſe of king Anas *. And the word 
1 olf the Lord came to Lab the Tiſhbite, ſaying, Seeſt thou how 
" „ Abab humbleth himſelf 8 me ? Becauſe he humbleth him- 
1 * {elf before me, I will not bring the evil (which I denounced 
Sl | « againſt him) in his days; but in his ſons days I will bring the evil 
1 upon his houſe.” And what an encouragement does this, and ſuch 
1 like paſſages of Scripture afford to the ungodly not only to go /o far, 
IS but farther till than Ahad did, in diſtreſs? Here you are encouraged 
W | | not only to humble yourſelves before the Lord in trouble, but to hum- 
| [1 ble yourſelves before him 4indly and evangelically as a Saviour from 
1 fin, as well as from puniſhment; to humble yourſelves from a believ- 
| - | ing, loving regard to 7e/us Chriſt, and a ſenſe of your need of having 
| 


* —> woo - — =. 


his blood applied to your ſouls, to cleanſe you from all filthineſs of 
the fleſh and ſpirit. O that ſuch as have lived in the love and prac. 
ice of fin till this day, would thus humble yourſelves under the evils 
of life, that you may have not only a temporal deliverance, but a fal- 
vation from fin, from * the Juſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and 
the pride of life, and from the everlaſting puniſhmer:t of hell ! How 
happy would it be for ſuch of you as have continued in impenitence 
| and under the power of unbelief to this hour, if, when you labour 
| | under outward trouble, you could but take with you words,” and 
bl ſay from your ie ſoul, with loving, godly contrition, what the 
people of Iſrael once ſaid with their lips, when they were in trouble, 
Ro: « We have ſinned, O Lorp, do thou unto us whatſoever ſeemeth 
18 good unto thee +.” 
I II know not how to conclude this diſcourſe without beſtowing a 
* few more words of exhortation upon unregenerate careleſs ſinners, 
. who have never been born again of the ſpirit of Gop. Would you 
be delivered out of the evils of life, or be ſupported under them in 
the beſt manner? Then be aſſured, you muſt be ſick of fin, of in- 


* 1 Kings xxi. 29. + Judges x. 15. 
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award, as well as outward fin, and be ſolicitous to be ſaved from it, 
as the evil of evils; as the root, cauſe, and ſting of death, and of 
all the afflictions, you are ſubject to in this world. 

If you would be ſaved from ſin, you muſt look to Jes us Cn R157, 
and deal with him by prayer, and in the uſe of other means of 
grace, eſpecially a faithful goſpel-miniſtry—and thus may you at- 
tain to on union with him, by believing. with your heart on his 
name alone, for reſt to your ſouls, and eternal ſalvation, Remem- 
ber that there is no other way to obtain an intereſt in ChRISTH ſor 
this purpoſe, but that of à living faith, which is the gift of Gop ; 
therefore cry to the Lox D with every breath to enable jou to be- 
lieve in him, and fo to believe, as to be unfeignedly ſorry for all 
your fins and offences; ſo to believe in the Loxp Jeswvs, as to feel 
and lament the plague of your hearts, and the evils of your nature 
as fallen creatures; and withal ſo to. believe in the grace of the 


- goſpel, as to love Chr1sT more than the whole world. And by 


this you may know when you are enabled to“ believe in CHRIST 
to the ſaving of the ſoul ;?' if you do ſo, you will prefer CyrisT 


to your chief joy under the ſun; you will alſo love all mankind for 


his ſake with a love of benevolence ; and love all that appear to have 
been renewed in the ſpirit of their mind, and to be like CurisT 
in holineſs and lowlineſs of heart, without diſtinction, with com- 
placence and delight. 

Be not deceived ; if you accept theſe exhortations, and cloſe with 
CnR15T by a living faith and true repentance, you will lead a new 
life ; you will be ſolicitous to be obedient to him in all things, and 
direct and meaſvre your obedience by the written rule of your faith, 
which is the word of Gop. And thus may you come to know 
CurisT, who and what he is; thus may you allo come to know 
yourſelves, as who, and wvhat you likewiſe are in regard to Jesus 
CuyriST. In this way you may know whether CnnisT is your 
beloved, and whether you are his. When you are united to him 
by faith and love, you will be enabled to ſubmit your necks to his 
yoke; you will by his grace do whatſoever he bids you, and fuffer 
meekly whatſoever he is pleaſed to lay upon you. 

I fee here are many preſent on this occaſion. The Losp have 
mercy upon you all! Has not he ere this, 1 in ſorereign mercy, called 
ſome of this audience out of the world, and ſepar: ated and ſan@ified 
you to himſelf in Cue 18 r love ? „ Know that the Lorp hat 
ſet apart him that is godly for himſelf *.“ Has he not met with 
ſome of you in his ways, and not paſſed by yon, but called you 
fectually, as it were by your names, from the darkneſs of fin, and 


your unregenerate ſtate, into the marveilous light of his grace, and. 


a ſtate of ſalvation ? Bleſſed are ſuch of you as have y dure eyes open- 
ed to ſee, and your hearts touched to feel your lapſed loft ſtate, and 
the eternal conſequence of an intereſt in CHs, for the pardon 
of your ſins, and eternal life ; and of /uch @ faith with this view, as 
worketh by true repentance as as God and man. You, who are thus 
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called to be ſaints and children of Gov by a living faith in Car1sT, 
may lift up your heads with a joyful confidence, that you ſhall ſoon 
be delivered from; all the evils, clouds, and darkneſs of the preſent 
world. The bridegroom of your ſouls is coming, nor will he tarry 
a moment longer than the appointed time ; then will he wipe away 
all your tears, and you ſhall know no more fin, nor ſorrow, nor 
the leaſt fear or anxiety for ever! Be you therefore of good cou- 
rage, ye haters of fin, lovers of Gop, and humble, ſelf-abaſing 
followers of the Lamb, and lift up your hearts to the Lo p, and 
rejoice, ſeeing your full“ redemption draweth nigh.” 

In the mean time, do you ſtill bear in mind, that you are to uſe 
all the means of grace; to pray, and endeavour to live in the exer- 
ciſe of faith and hope; and that it is neceſſary that you ſhould do 
ſo, in order to be ſupported and comforted under the evils and 
croſſes which you are ſubject to, in this world, in the beſt manner. 
It is in the exerciſe of faith and hope you are a// to be ſtill fitted 
and prepared, and that more and more, for the eternal world of 
joy, whither you are bound; where there will be no ſhadow of 
death, nor of any other evil, and which it beft of all, in the ſenſe 
of every real chriſtian, | 


Where ſin—your worſt enemy before, 
Shall vex your eyes and ears no more, 


nor give you any more trouble for ever! | 
What a bleſſed opportunity will this be, ſhould the Lord be 
pleaſed to accompany this diſcourſe with his efficacious grace, to 
make it effectual to the awakening and converſion of exe or more 
ſinners ; or to the quickening and furtherance of one or more real 
chriſtians in the religious and divine lite ; and what a bleſſed event 
would the death of this neighbour be to ſuch a ſoul or ſouls! This 
was his earneſt deſire, and who knows, but this matter is of the Lord, 
that, under his direction, he unexpectedly requeſted me to preach 
from this ſubject on this occaſion ; yea, and that the eternal pur- 
poſe of Heaven may be fulfilled by this means, in ſtirring up ſome 
of you / to mind your precious ſouls, as henceforth to work out 
your own ſalvation with loving fear and holy trembling ; and ſo to 
do with unremitted zeal, reſolution, and diligence, ſo long as you 
live, in the exerciſe of a living faith in Cur1sT, and true repent- 
ance. | 
I beſeech as many of you as, thro' divine and free grace, believe 
the goſpel in your hearts, to join iſſue with me in praying God to 
ſucceed this labour of love to theſe bleſſed purpoſes; to raiſe in 
power what has been ſown in weakneſs; to excite you all to im- 
prove this ſtroke of death to the eternal life of your ſouls, and to be 
continually ſolicitous to prepare for a happy lot in the world to 
come, in the way preſcribed in the goſpel. O be you careful to be 
thus always ready, and always willing to die, whenever it ſhall pleaſe 
Gop to call you to come away; that whenever death kills your 
body, Jesvs N may of his infinite mercy receive your ſouls, 
and grant that an entrance may be adminiſtered unto you os 
dantly 
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1. Ot days, alas! our mortal days, 
Are ſhort and wretched too ; 


Evil and few the;PaTRriarch ſays, 
And well the PaTzxitarca knew. 


2. Tis but at beſt a narrow bound 
That Heav'n allows to men; 
And pains and fins run thro' the round 
Of threeſcore years and ten. 


3. Well, if ye muſt be ſad and few, 
Run on my days in haſte 
Moments of fin, and months of woe 
Ye cannot fly too faſt, | 


4. Let heav'nly love prepare my ſoul, 
And call her to the ſkies, 
Where years of long ſalvation roll, 
And glory never dies. 


nn u. 


bs HAT awful day will ſarely come, 
Th' appointed hour makes haſte, 
When I muſt ſtand before my judge, 
And paſs the ſolemn teſt. 


2. Thou lovely chief of all my joys, 
Thou ſov'reign of my heart ; 
How could I bear to hear thy voice 
Pronounce the ſound depart ? 


3. The thunder of that diſmal word 
Would ſo torment my ear, 
Twould tear my ſoul aſunder, Lox o, 
With moſt tormenting fear. 


dantly, thro his everlaſting righteouſneſs, into i beaventy king- 
dom ; where you ſhall give all the glory of your ſalvation to F ather, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for evermore !' Amen Amen ! 
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* 4. What to be banith d from my life, ! 

205 And yet forbid to die? _—_ 

To linger-in eternal K 
Yet death for ever fly? 


- 


55 Oh! wretched Hate of deep deſpair, 
To ſee my Gop remove. 
And fix my doleful tation where 
- I mult not talle his love. | 


6. Jesvs, I 1 my arms abound, 
And hang upon thy breaſt ; 
Waere a gracious ſmile from thee, 
My Tſpirit not reſt. 


ef * 
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SE. 7. On! tell me that my ariliſeſ name 
Ils graven on thy hands; 
Shew me ſome promiſe in thy book, 
"Where, EM ſalvation ſtands ! 


1 A 


To ſink my fears again; 0 4. 
And chearfully my ſoul ſhall wait. 
Her threeſcore. _ ahd-t: ten. 
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8, Give me one Lind, auge, 13 656 
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